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to temporal things, and yet sufficiently comprehensive to 
embrace the infliction of the ban of sin, and the diffusion of 
the blessing of salvation by means of the holy seed. 

v. 30-41. Esau’s blessing. Esau comes in, but is too late, 
v. 31-23. Who then ? The whole illusion is dispelled from 
the mind of Isaac. Yea, blessed he shall be. Jacob had no 
doubt perpetrated a fraud at the instigation of bis mother; and 
if Esau had been worthy in other respects, and above all if 
the blessing had been designed for him, its bestowment on 
another would have been either prevented, or regarded as null 
and void. But Isaac now felt that, whatever was the mis¬ 
conduct of Jacob in interfering, and especially in employing 
unworthy means to accomplish his end, he himself was culpable 
in allowing carnal considerations to draw his preference to 
Esau, who was otherwise unworthy. He knew too that the 
paternal benediction flowed not from the bias of the parent, 
but from the Spirit of God guiding his will, and therefore 
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when so pronounced could not be revoked. Hence he was 
now convinced that it was the design of Providence that the 
spiritual blessing should fall on the line of Jacob, v. 34-38. 
The grief of Esau is distressing to witness, especially as he 
had been comparatively blameless in this particular instance. 
But still it is to be remembered that his heart had not been 
open to the paramount importance of spiritual things. Isaac 
now perceives that Jacob has gained the blessing by deceit. 
Esau marks the propriety of his name, the wrestler who trips 
up the heel, and pleads pathetically for at least some blessing. 
His father enumerates what lie has done for Jacob, and asks 
what more can he do for Esau ; who then exclaims, Hast thou 
but one blessing ? 

v. 39-41. At length in reply to the weeping suppliant, lie 
bestows upon him a characteristic blessing. A%vay from the 
fatness. The preposition ( t p) is the same as in the blessing of 
Jacob. But there, after a verb of giving, it had a partitive 
sense; here, after a noun of place, it denotes distance or separa¬ 
tion, (for example, Prov. xx. 3). The pastoral life has been 
distasteful to Esau, and so it shall be with his race. The land 
of Edom was accordingly a comparative wilderness (Mai. i. 3). 
On thy swcn'd. By preying upon others. And thy fo'other 
shalt thou serve. Edom was long independent; but at length 
Saul was victorious over them (1 Sam. xiv. 47), and David 
conquered them (2 Sam. viii. 14). Then followed a long 
struggle, until John Hyrcanus, 129 B.C., compelled them to be 
circumcised and incorporated into Judaism. Break his yoke. 
The history of Edom was a perpetual struggle against the 
supremacy of Israel. Conquered by Saul, subdued by David, 
repressed by Solomon, restrained after a revolt by Amaziah, 
they recovered their independence in the time of Ahab. They 
were incorporated into the Jewish state, and furnished it 
with the dynasty of princes beginning with Antipater. Esau 
was now exasperated against his brother, and could only com¬ 
pose his mind by resolving to slay him during the days of 
mourning after his father’s death. 

v. 42-46. Rebekah hearing this, advises Jacob to flee to 
Laban her brother, and await the abatement of his brother’s 
anger. That which thou hast done to him. Rebekah seems 
not to have been aware that she herself was the cause of 
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much of the evil and of the misery that flowed from it. All 
the parties to this transaction are pursued by a retributive 
chastisement. Rebekah, especially, parts with her favourite 
son to meet him only after an absence of twenty years, if ever 
in this life. She is moreover grievously vexed with the 
connexion which Esau formed with the daughters of Heth. 
She dreads a similar matrimonial alliance on the part of Jacob. 


LVI. JACOB’S JOURNEY TO HARAN.-GEN. XXVIII. 

3. congregation. 

9. Machalath, sickness, or a harp. 

19. v 6. Luz, almond. 

1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and com¬ 
manded him, and said unto him, Thou slialt not take a 
wife of the daughters of Kenaan. 2 Arise, go to Padan- 
aram, to the house of Bethuel, thy mother’s father, and 
take thee thence a wife of the daughters of Laban, thy 
mother’s brother. 3 And God Almighty bless thee, and 
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest 
be a congregation of peoples. 4 And give thee the bless¬ 
ing of Abraham, to thee and to thy seed with thee : that 
thou mayest possess the land of thy sojournings, which 
God gave unto Abraham. 5 And Isaac sent away Jacob; 
and he went unto Padan-aram, to Laban, son of Bethuel 
the Aramite, brother of Rebekah, mother of Jacob and 
Esau. 

6 And Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent 
him to Padan-aram to take him thence a wife; and, as 
he blessed him, he commanded him, saying, Thou shalt 
not take a wife of the daughters of Kenaan. 7 And 
Jacob hearkened to his father and his mother, and went 
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to Padan-aram. 8 And Esau saw that the daughters of 
Kenaan were evil in the eyes of Isaac his father. 9 And 
Esau went unto Ishmael, and took Mahalath, daughter 
of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, sister of Nebaioth, unto his 
wives, to be his wife. 7 §§§ 36. 

10 And Jacob came forth from Beer-sheba, and went 
to Haran. 11 And he lighted on a place, and lodged 
there, because the sun was set: and he took of the stones 
of the place and put for his pillow : and he lay down in 
that place. 12 And he dreamed, and, behold, a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reaching to heaven: 
and, behold, the angels of God ascending and descending 
on it. 13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and 
said, I am the Lord, God of Abraham thy father, and 
God of Isaac : the land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed. 14 And thy seed shall be as 
the dust of the earth, and thou shalt break forth to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south : 
and blessed in thee shall be all the families of the earth, 
and in thy seed. 15 And, behold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in all the way that thou goest, and will 
bring thee back into this soil; for I will not leave 
thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee. 
16 And Jacob awoke out of his sleep, and said, Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. 17 And 
he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place ! This 
is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven. 18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, 
and took the stone that he had put for his pillow, and 
set up for a pillar; and he poured oil upon the top of 
it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but 
Luz was the name of the city at the first. 20 And Jacob 
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vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and keep 
me in the way that I go, and give me bread to eat and 
raiment to put on, 21 And I return in peace to my 
father’s house • then shall the Lord be my God : 22 And 
this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's 
house : and of all that thou slialt give me, a tenth will 
i surely give unto thee. 

The blessing of his sons was the last passage in the active 
life of Isaac, after which he retires from the scene. Jacob 
now becomes the leading figure in the sacred history. His 
spiritual character has not yet come out to view. But even 
now we can discern the general distinction in the lives of the 
three patriarchs. Abraham's is a life of authority and decision; 
Isaac’s, of submission and acquiescence ; and Jacob's, of trial 
and struggle. 

v. 1-5. Isaac has now become alive to the real destiny of 
Jacob. He therefore calls for him to bless him, and give 
him a command. The command is to take a wife, not from 
Kenaan, but from the kindred of his parents. The blessing 
comes from God Almighty (xvii. 1). It is that belonging to 
the chosen seed, the blessing of Abraham. It embraces a 
numerous offspring, the land of promise, and all else that is 
included in the blessing of Abraham. A congregation of 
peoples. This is the word congregation Qahal) which is 
afterwards applied to the assembled people of God, and to 
which the Greek ix%\ri<n'a, ccclesia, answers. Jacob complies 
with his mother’s advice and his father's command, and, at 
the same time, reaps the bitter fruit of his fraud against his 
brother in the hardship and treachery of an exile of twenty 
years. The aged Isaac is not without his share in the 
unpleasant consequences of endeavouring to go against the 
will of God. 

v. 6-0. Esau is induced, by the charge of his parents to Jacob, 
the compliance of the latter with their wishes, and by then- 
obvious dislike to the daughters of Kenaan, to take Mahalath, 
a daughter of Ishmael, in addition to his former wives. Went 
unto Ishmael, that is, to the family or tribe of Ishmael, as 
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Ishmael himself was now thirteen years dead. Esau’s hunting 
and roving career had brought him into contact with this 
family, and we shall presently find him settled in a neighbour¬ 
ing territory. 

v. 10-22. Jacob’s dream and vow. Setting out on the 
way to Haran, he was overtaken by night, and slept in the 
field. He was far from any dwelling, or lie did not wish to 
enter the house of a stranger. v. 12-15. He dreams. A 
ladder or stair is seen reaching from earth to heaven on which 
angels ascend and descend. This is a medium of communica¬ 
tion between heaven and earth, by which messengers pass to 
and fro on errands of mercy. Heaven and earth have been 
separated by sin. But this ladder has re-established the 
intercourse. It is therefore a beautiful emblem of that which 
mediates and reconciles (John i. 51). It here serves to bring 
Jacob into communication with God, and teaches him the 
emphatic lesson that he is accepted through a mediator. 
The Lord stood above it, and Jacob, the object of his mercy, 
beneath. 1st. He reveals himself to the sleeper as the Lord, 
(ii. 4), the God of Abraham thy father and of Isaac. It is 
remarkable that Abraham is styled his father, that is, his 
actual grandfather, and covenant father. 2d. He renews the 
promise of the land, of the seed, and of the blessing in that 
seed for the whole race of man. Westward, eastward, north¬ 
ward, and southward are they to break forth. This expres¬ 
sion points to the world-wide universality of the kingdom of 
the seed of Abraham, when it shall become the fifth monarchy, 
that shall subdue all that went before, and endure for.ever. 
This transcends the destiny of the natural seed of Abraham. 3cl. 
He then promises to Jacob personally to be with him, protect 
him, and bring him back in safety. This is the third 
announcement of the seed that blesses to the third in the line 
of descent (xii. 2, 3 ; xxii. 1 8 ; xxvi. 4). 

v. 16-19. Jacob awakes and exclaims. Surely the Lord'd 
in this place, and J kneiu it not. He knew his omnipresence. 
But he did not expect a special manifestation of the Lord in 
this place, far from the sanctuaries of his father. He is filled 
with solemn awe, when he finds himself in the house of God 
and at the gate of heaven, v. 18, 19. The pillar is the 
monument of the event, The pouring of oil upon it is an act 
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of consecration to God who has there appeared to him (Num. 
vii. 1). He calls the name of the place Bethel, the house of 
God. This is not the first time it received the name. Abra¬ 
ham also worshipped God here, and met with the name 
already existing (see on xii. 8 ; xiii. 3 ; xxv. 30). 

v. 20-22. Jacob’s vow. A vow is a solemn engagement 
to perform a certain duty, the obligation of which is felt at 
the time to be specially binding. It partakes, therefore, of 
the nature of a promise or a covenant. It involves in its 
obligation, however, only one party, and is the spontaneous 
act of that party. Here then Jacob appears to take a step 
in advance of his predecessors. Hitherto God had taken the 
initiative in every promise, and the everlasting covenant rests 
solely on his eternal purpose. Abraham had responded to the 
call of God, believed in the Lord, walked before him, entered 
into communion with him, made intercession with him, and 
given up his only son to him at his demand. In all this 
there is an acceptance on the part of the creature of the 
supremacy of the merciful Creator. But now the spirit of 
adoption prompts Jacob to a spontaneous movement towards 
God. This is no ordinary vow referring to some special or 
occasional resolve. It is the grand and solemn expression of 
the soul's free, full, and perpetual acceptance of the Lord to 
be its own God. This is the most frank and open utterance 
of new born spiritual liberty from the heart of man that has 
yet appeared in the Divine record. If God will be with me. 
This is not the condition on which Jacob will accept God in 
a mercenary spirit. It is merely the echo and the thankful 
acknowledgment of the Divine assurance, “ I am with thee,” 
which was given immediately before. It is the response of 
the son to the assurance of the father. “ Wilt thou indeed 
be with me \ Thou slialt be my God.” This stone shall be 
God's house , a monument of the presence of God among his 
people, and a symbol of the indwelling of his Spirit in their 
hearts. As it comes in here it signalizes the grateful and 
loving welcome and entertainment which God receives from 
his saints. A tenth will I surely give unto thee. The 
honoured guest is treated as one of the family. Ten is the 
whole : a tenth is a share of the whole. The Lord of all 
receives one share as an acknowledgment of his sovereign 
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right to all. Here it is represented as the fall share given to 
the king who condescends to dwell with his subjects. Thus 
Jacob opens his heart, his home, and his treasure to God. 
These are the simple elements of a theocracy, a national estal> 
lishment of the true religion. The Spirit of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind, has begun to reign in Jacob. As 
the Father is prominently manifested in regenerate Abraham, 
and the Son in Isaac, so also the Spirit in Jacob. 


LVII. JACOB’S MARRIAGE.-GEN. XXIX. 

6. ^rn Rachel, a ewe . 

16. nfS? Leah, wearied. 

24. Zilpah, drop t 

29. nrfa Billiah, timidity . 

3 2. Reuben, behold a son. A paronomasia in. allusion 

to the phrase fW}. Derivatives and compounds being 
formed by the common speaker are sometimes founded upon 
resemblance in sound, and not always on precise forms of the 
original sentence which prompted them. 

33. Shim'on, hearing , ansiver. 

3 4. Levi, junction, union. 

35. 'THn* Jehudah, praised. 

1 And Jacob lifted up his feet, and went to the land 
of the sons of the east. 2 And he saw, and behold, a 
well in the field, and behold there three flocks of sheep 
lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks : 
and the stone was great upon the wells mouth. 3 And 
thither are all the flocks gathered, and they roll the stone 
from the well's mouth, and water the sheep, and put the 
stone again upon the well s mouth in its place. 4 And 
Jacob said unto them. My brethren, whence are ye ? 
And they said. Of Haran are we. 5 And he said unto 
them, Know ye Laban, son of Nahor ? And they said* 
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We know him. 6 And he said unto them, Is he well ? 
And they said, Well, and behold Rachel his daughter 
coming with the sheep. 7 And he said, Lo, yet the day 
is great, it is not time for the cattle to be gathered : 
water ye the sheep, and go feed them. 8 And they said. 
We cannot, until all the flocks are gathered, and they roll 
the stone from the wclTs mouth, and we water the sheep. 

9 He was yet speaking with them, and Rachel came 
with her father’s sheep: for she kept them. 10 And it 
came to pass when Jacob saw Rachel, daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mothers 
brother, that Jacob drew near, and rolled the stone from 
the well’s mouth, and watered the slice]} of Laban his 
mother’s brother. 11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 
lifted up his voice, and wept. 12 And Jacob told Rachel 
that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s 
son : and she ran and told her father. 13 And it came 
to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister’s 
son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
kissed him, and brought him to his house : and he told 
Laban all these things. 14 And Laban said to him, 
Surely my bone and my flesh art thou. And he abode 
with him a month of days. 

15 And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my 
brother, shouldst thou serve me for naught % Tell me 
what shall thy wages be? 16 And Laban had two 
daughters : the name of the elder Leah, and the name of 
the younger Rachel. 17 And Leah’s eyes were tender : 
and Rachel was beautiful in form and in look. 18 And 
Jacob loved Rachel; and he said, I will serve thee seven 
years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 19 And Laban 
said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I give 
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her to another man : abide with me. 20 And Jacob 
served for Rachel seven years; and they were in his eyes 
like a few days, for the love he had to her. 

21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give my wife, for my 
days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 22 And 
Laban gathered all the men of the place, and made a 
feast. 23 And it came to pass in the evening, that he 
took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her. 24 And Laban gave her Zilpah his 
maid, for a handmaid to Leah his daughter. 25 And it 
came to pass in the morning, that behold it was Leah : 
and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto 
me 1 Have I not served with thee for Rachel \ And 
why hast thou beguiled me ? 2 6 And Laban said, It 

must not be so done in our country, to give the younger 
before the first-born. 27 Fulfil the week of this, and we 
will give thee this also, for the service which thou shalt 
serve with me yet other seven years. 28 And Jacob did 
so, and fulfilled her week : and he gave him Rachel his 
daughter to be his wife. 29 And Laban gave to Rachel 
his daughter Bilhah his maid, to be her handmaid. 30 
And he went in also unto Rachel, and loved also Rachel 
more than Leah : and he served with him yet other seven 
years. 

31 And the Lord saw that Leah was hated, and he 
opened her womb: and Rachel was barren. 32 And 
Leah conceived, and bare a son, and called his name 
Reuben : for she said, For the Lord hath looked on my 
affliction; for now will my husband love me. 33 And 
she conceived again, and bare a son, and said, For the 
Lord hath heard that I was hated, and gave me also this. 
And she called his name Simon. 34 And she conceived 
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again, and bare a son, and said, Now this time will my 
husband be joined unto me ; for I have him three sons. 
Therefore was his name called Levi. 35 And she con¬ 
ceived again, and bare a son, and said, This time will 1 
praise the Lord. Therefore she called his name Judah 
and she staid from bearing. 

In this chapter and the following Jacob grows from a soli¬ 
tary fugitive with a staff in his hand (xxxii. 10) to be the 
father of a large family and the owner of great wealth. He 
proves himself to be a man of patience and perseverance, and 
the Lord according to promise is with him. 

v. 1-8. Jacob arrives at the well of Haran. The land of 
the sons of the east. The points of the heavens were defined 
by the usage of practical life, and not by the standard of a 
science 3 r et unknown. Hence the east means any quarter 
toward the sunrising. llaran was about 4 degrees east of 
Becr-sheba, and 5 J degrees north. Hie distance was about 
45 0 miles, and therefore it would take Jacob 15 days to 
perform the journey at 30 miles a-dn-y. If he reached Beth; i 
the first night, he must have travelled about 50 miles the first 
day. After this he proceeds on his journey without any 
memorable incident, v. 2, 3. In the neighbourhood of Haran 
lie comes upon a well, by which lay three flocks. This is not 
the well near Haran where Abraham’s servant met Rebekah. 
It is in the pasture grounds at some distance from the town. 
On its mouth was a large stone, indicating that water was 
precious, and that the well was the common property of the 
surrounding natives. The custom was to gather the flocks, 
roll away the stone, which was too great to be moved b^ a 
boy or a female, water the flocks, and replace tlie stone, v. 
4 -( 3 . Jacob, on making inquiry, learns that Haran is at hand, 
that Laban is well, and that Rachel is drawing nigh with her 
father’s flocks. Lahan is called by Jacob the son of Nabor, 
that is, his grandson, with the usual latitude of relative names 
in scripture (xxviii. 1 3). v. 7, 8. The day is great. A great 
part of it yet remains. It is not yet the time to shut up the 
cattle for the night; " water the sheep and go feed them.” 
Jacob may have wished to meet with Rachel without the 
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presence of the shepherds. We cannot. There was a rule or 
custom, that the flocks must be all assembled, before the 
stone was rolled away for the purpose of watering the cattle. 
This may have been required to ensure a fair distribution of 
the water to all parties, and especially to those who were too 
weak to roll away the stone. 

v. 9-14. Jacob's interview with Rachel, and hospitable 
reception by Laban. Rachel's approach awakens all Jacob's 
warmth of feeling. He rolls away the stone, waters the 
sheep, kisses Rachel, and bursts into tears. The remembrance 
of home and of the relationship of his mother to Rachel over¬ 
powers him. v. 12-14. He informs Rachel who he is, and 
she runs to acquaint her father. Laban hastens to welcome 
his relative to his house. Surely my bone and my flesh art 
thou . This is a description of kinsmanship probably derived 
from the formation of the woman out of the man (ii. 23). A 
month here means the period from new moon to new moon, 
and consists of twenty-nine or thirty days. 

v. 15. Jacob serves seven years for Rachel. What shall 
thy wages be ? An active, industrious man like Jacob was of 
great value to Laban. Two daughters. Daughters in those 
countries and times were also objects of value, for which their 
parents were wont to receive considerable presents (xxiv. 53). 
Jacob at present, however, is merely worth his labour. He 
has apparently nothing else to offer, v. 18-20. As he loves 
Rachel, he offers to serve seven years for her, and is accepted, 
Isaac loved Rebekah after she was sought and won as a bride 
for him. Jacob loves Rachel before he makes a proposal of 
marriage. His attachment is pure and constant, and hence 
the years of his service seem but days to him. The pleasure 
of her society both in the business and leisure of life makes 
the hours pass unnoticed. It is obvious that in those early 
days the intercourse of the sexes before marriage was more 
unrestrained than it afterwards became. 

v. 21-30. Jacob is betrayed into marrying Leah, and on 
consenting to serve other seven years obtains Rachel also. He 
claims his expected reward when due. v. 22-24. Made a feasl. 
The feast in the house of the bride’s father seems to have 
lasted seven days, at the close of which the marriage was 
completed. But the custom seems to have vaiied according 
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to the circumstances of the bridegroom. Jacob had no house 
of Ins own to which to conduct the bride. In the evening, 
when it was dark. The bride was also closely veiled, so that 
it was easy for Laban to practise this piece of deceit. A hand¬ 
maid. It was customary to give the bride a handmaid, who 
became her confidential servant (xxiv. 59, Cl), v. 25-27. In 
the morning Jacob discovers that Laban had overreached 
him. This is the first retribution Jacob experiences for the 
deceitful practices of his former days. He expostulates with 
Laban, who pleads the custom of the country. It is still 
the custom not to give the younger in marriage before the older, 
unless the latter be deformed or in some way defective. It is 
also not unusual to practice the very same trick that Laban now 
employed, if the suitor is so simple as to be off his guard. 
Jacob, however, did not expect this at his relative’s hands, 
though he had himself taken part in proceedings equally 
questionable. Fulfil the week of this. If this was the second 
day of the feast celebrating the nuptials of Leah, Laban 
requests him to complete the week and then he will give him 
Rachel also. If however Leah was fraudulently put upon him 
at the close of the week of feasting, then Laban in these 
words proposes to gave Rachel to Jacob on fulfilling another 
week of nuptial rejoicing. The latter is in the present 
instance more likely. In either case the marriage of Rachel 
is onl)' a week after that of Leah. v. 28-30. Rather than 
lose Rachel altogether Jacob consents to comply with Laban’s 
terms. Rachel was the wife of Jacob’s affections and intentions. 
The taking of a second wife in the lifetime of the first was 
contrary to the law of nature, which designed one man for 
one woman (ii. 21-25). But the marrying of a sister-in-law 
was not yet incestuous, because no law had yet been made on 
the subject. Laban gives a handmaid to each of his daughters. 
To Rebekah his sister had been given more than one (xxiv. 
61). Bond-slaves had been in existence long before Laban’s 
time (xvi. 1). And loved, also Rachel more than Leah. 
This proves that even Leah was not unloved. At the time of 
his marriage Jacob was eighty-four years of age; which 
corresponds to half that age according to the present average 
of human life. 

v. 31-35. Leah bears four sons to Jacob. The Lord saw 
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The eye of the Lord is upon the sufferer. It is remarkable 
that both the narrator and Leah employ the proper name of 
God, which makes the performance of promise a prominent 
feature of his character. This is appropriate in the mouth of 
Leah who is the mother of the promised seed. That Leah 
vjos hated, less loved than RacheL He therefore recompenses 
her for the want of her husbands affections by giving lier 
children, while Rachel was barren. Reuben, behold a son. 
The Lord hath looked on my affliction. Leah had qualities of 
heart, if not of outward appearance, which commanded esteem. 
She had learned to acknowledge the Lord in all her ways. 
Simon , answer. She had prayed to the Lord and this was 
her answer. Levi , Union, the reconciler. Her husband 
could not, according to the prevailing sentiments of those days, 
fail to be attached to the mother of three sons. Judah , 
praised. Well may she praise the Lord; for this is the 
ancestor of the promised seed. It is remarkable that the wife 
of priority, but not of preference, is the mother of the seed in 
whom all nations are to be blessed. Levi the reconciler is the 
father of the priestly tribe. Simon is attached to Judah. 
Reuben retires into the background. 

Reuben may have been born when Jacob was still only 84 
and consequently Judah when he was 87. 


LVIII. JACOB’S FAMILY AND WEALTH.-GEN. XXX. 

6. H Dan , judge, Lord. 

8. wM Naphtali, wrestling. 

11. *13 Gad, overcoming, victory. *1J3 in victory, or = *13 N3 
victory cometh. "na press down. THi troop. 

13. Asher, prosperity, happiness. 

18. “OE'fr* Jissakar. reivard. The second w seems to have 

T T • ’ 

been merely a full mode of writing the word, instead of the 
abbreviated form “Dfej'* 

20. Zebulun, dwelling. There is here a play upon the 
two words *13J to endow and to dwell, the latter of which, 
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however, prevails in the name. They occur only here as verbs. 

21. Dinah, judgment. 

24, *1D' Joseph, he shall acid. There is, however, an obvious 
allusion to the thought, “ God hath taken away (^DK) my 
reproach.” Double references we find, are usual in the giving 
of names, (see xxv. 30.) 

1 And Rachel saw that she bare not to Jacob, and 
Each el envied her sister ; and said unto Jacob, Give me 
children, or else I do. 2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 
against Rachel: and he said, Am I instead of God, who 
hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb ? 3 And 

she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she 
shall bear upon my knees, and I also shall be built up 
from her. 4 And she gave him Bilhah her maid to wife, 
and Jacob went in unto her. 5 And Bilhah conceived 
and bare Jacob a son. 6 And Rachel said, God hath 
judged me, and also heard my voice, and given me a son. 
Therefore called she his name Dan. 7 And Bilhah, 
Rachels maid, conceived again and bare a second son to 
Jacob. 8 And Rachel said, Wrestlings of God have I 
wrestled with my sister, and have prevailed. And she 
called his name Naphtali. 

9 And Leah saw that she had staid from bearing: and 
she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her to Jacob to wife. 
10 And Zilpah, Leah’s maid, bare Jacob a son. 11 And 
Leah said, Victory cometh. And she called his name 
Gad. 12 And Zilpah, Leah’s maid, bare a second son 
to Jacob. 13 And Leah said, Happy am I ; for the 
daughters will call me happy. And she called his name 
Asher. 

14 And Reuben went in the days of wheat-harvest, 
and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto 
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Leah his mother. And Rachel said to Leah, Give me 
now of thy son’s mandrakes. 15 And she said unto her, 
Is it a small matter to take my husband, and wouldest 
thou take also my son’s mandrakes 1 And Rachel said, 
Therefore he shall lie with thee to-night for thy son’s 
mandrakes. 16 And Jacob came out of the field in the 
evening, and Leah came out to meet him, and said, 
Thou art to come in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And he lay with her that 
night. 17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and she 
conceived, and bare Jacob a fifth son. 18 And Leah said, 
God hath given my hire, because I gave my maiden to 
my husband. And she called his name Issakar. 19 And 
Leah conceived again, and bare a sixth son to Jacob. 20 
And Leah said, God hath endowed me with a good dowry: 
this time will my husband dwell with me, for I have 
borne him six sons. And she called his name Zebulun. 
21 And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her 
name Dinah. 

22 And God remembered Rachel: and God hearkened 
to her and opened her womb. 23 And she conceived 
and bare a son : and she said, God hath taken away my 
reproach. 24 And she called his name Joseph, saying, 
The Lord shall add to me another son. 

25 And it came to pass when Rachel had borne 
Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, and 
let me go to my place and to my land. 26 Give my 
wives and my children for whom I have served thee and 
let me go : for thou knowcst my service which I have 
done thee. 27 And Laban said unto him, Let me now 
find favour in thine eyes : I have divined, and the Lord 
blessed me for thy sake. 28 And he said, Appoint thy 
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hire upon me and I will give it. 29 And he said unto 
him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy 
cattle was with me. 30 For it was little which thou 
hadst before I came, and it brake forth into abundance, 
and the Lord blessed thee at my foot: and now, when 
shall I do for my own house ? 31 And he said, What 

shall I give thee ? And Jacob said, Thou slialt not give 
me anything: if thou wilt do for me this thing, I will 
again feed and keep thy flock. 32 I will pass through 
all thy flock to-day : remove thou thence every speckled 
and spotted sheep, and every brown sheep among the 
lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats : 
and such shall be my hire. 33 And my righteousness 
shall answer for me in time to come, when thou shalt go 
over my hire before thee : any that is not speckled or 
spotted among the goats, or brown among the sheep, is 
stolen with me. 34 And Laban said, Behold, may it be 
according to thy word. 35 And he removed that day 
all the straked and spotted lie-goats, and all the speckled 
and spotted she-goats, all in which was any white, and 
all the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the 
hand of his sons. 36 And he set three days’ journey 
between himself and Jacob; and Jacob fed the rest of 
Laban’s flock. 

<37 And Jacob took him fresh rods of poplar and hazel 
and plane ; and pilled them in white strakes, stripping 
the white that was in the rods. 38 And he set the rods, 
which he had pilled, in the troughs in the vessels of water, 
whither the flock went to drink, before the flock, and they 
conceived when going to drink. 39 And the flock con¬ 
ceived before the rods; and > the flock bare straked, 
speckled, and spotted. 40 And Jacob separated the 
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lambs, and set the faces of the flock to ‘the straked and 
all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his 
own folds by themselves, and put them not unto Laban’s 
flock. 41 And it came to pass when the strong cattle 
conceived, that Jacob set the rods before the flock in 
the troughs that they might conceive at the rods. 42 
And when the sheep were weak he set them not: and 
the feeble were Laban’s and the strong Jacob’s. 43 And 
the man brake forth exceedingly; and he had much 
(tattle, and maid-servants, and men-servants, and camels, 
and asses. 

This chapter is the continuation of the former and com¬ 
pletes the history of Jacob in Haran. The event immediately 
following probably took place after Leah had borne two of her 
sons, though not admitted into the narrative till she had 
paused for a short time (see p. 86). 

v. 1-8. Bilhah, Rachel’s maid bears two sons. v. 1-4. 
Rachel becomes impatient of her barrenness and jealous of her 
sister, and unjustly reproaches her husband, who indignantly 
rebukes her. God, not he, has withheld children from her. 
She does what Sarah had done before her (xvi. 2, 3), gives 
her hand-maid to her husband. No express law yet forbade 
this course, though nature and scripture by implication did 
(ii. 23-25). v. 5, 6. Dan. God hath judged me. In this 
passage Jacob and Rachel use the common noun, God, the 
Everlasting, and therefore Almighty, who rules in the physi¬ 
cal relations of things, a name suitable to the occasion. He 
had judged her, dealt with her according to his sovereign 
justice in withholding the fruit of the womb, when she was 
self-complacent and forgetful of her dependence on a higher 
power; and also in hearing her voice when she approached 
him in humble supplication, v. 7, 8. Naphtali. Wrestlings 
of God t with God, in prayer, on the part of both sisters, so 
that they wrestled with one another in the self-same act. 
Rachel, though looking first .to Jacob and then to her maid, had 
at length learned to look to her God, and then had prevailed. 
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v. 9-13. Leali having staid from bearing, resorts to the 
same expedient. Her fourth son was seemingly bom in the 
fourth year of Jacob’s marriage. Bearing her first four sons 
so rapidly, she would the sooner observe the temporary 
cessation. After the interval of a year she may have given 
Zilpah to Jacob, v. 10, 11. Gad. Victory cometh. She 
too claims a victory, v. 12, 13. Asher. Daughters will 
pronounce her happy who is so rich in sons. Leah is seem¬ 
ingly conscious that she is here pursuing a device of her own 
heart; and hence there is no explicit reference to the Divine 
name or influence in the naming of the two sons of her maid. 

v. 14-21. Reuben was at this time four or five years of 
age, as it is probable that Leah began to bear again, before 
Zilpah had her second son. Mandrakes , the fruit of the 
mandragora vernalis, which is to this day supposed to pro¬ 
mote fruitfulness of the womb. Rachel therefore desires to 
partake of them, and obtains them by a compact with Leah, 
v. 16-18. Leah betakes herself to prayer, and bears a fifth son. 
She calls him IssaJiXir, with a double allusion. She had hired 
her husband with the mandrakes, and had received this son as 
her hire for giving her maid to her husband; which she 
regards as an act of generosity or self-denial, v. 19, 20. 
Zebidun. Here Leah confesses, ** God hath endowed me with 
a good dowry/' She speaks now like Rachel of the God of 
nature. The cherished thought that her husband will dwell 
with her who is the mother of six sons takes form in the 
name. v. 21. Dinah is the only daughter of Jacob men¬ 
tioned (xlvi. 7), and that on account of her subsequent con¬ 
nexion with the history of Jacob (xxxiv). Issakar appears to 
have been born in the sixth year after Jacob’s marriage, Zebu- 
hm in the seventh, and Dinah in the eighth. 

v. 22-24. God remembered Rachel , in the best time for 
her, after he had taught her the lessons of dependence and 
patience. Joseph. There is a remote allusion to her grati¬ 
tude for the reproach of barrenness taken away. But there 
is also hope in the name. The selfish feeling also has died 
away, and the thankful Rachel rises from Elohim, the invisible 
Eternal, to Jehovah, the manifest Self-existent. The birth of 
Joseph was after the fourteen years of service were completed. 
He and Dinah appear to have been bom in the same year. 
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v. 25-3G. Jacob enters into a new contract of service with 
Laban, v. 25, 2G. When Rachel had borne Joseph. Jacob 
cannot ask his dismissal till the twice seven years of service 
were completed. Hence the birth of Joseph, which is the 
date of his request, took place at the earliest in the fifteenth 
year of his sojourn with Laban. Jacob now wishes to return 
home, from which he had been detained so long by serving 
for Rachel. He no doubt expects of Laban the means at 
least of accomplishing his journey, v. 27, 28. Laban is loath 
to part with him. I have divined , I have been an attentive 
observer. The result of his observation is expressed in the 
following words. Appoint. Laban offers to leave the fixing 
of the hire to Jacob. Thy hire upon me, which I will take 
upon me as binding, v. 29, 30. Jacob touches upon the 
value of his services, perhaps with the tacit feeling that Laban 
in equity' owed him at least the means of returning to his 
home. Brake fmih, increased. At my foot, under my guid¬ 
ance and tending of thy flocks. Do, provide, v. 31-33. 
Thou shalt not give me anything . This shows that Jacob 
had no stock from Laban to begin with. “ I will pass through 
all thy flock to-day ” with thee. " Remove thou thence every 
speckled and spotted sheep, and every brown sheep among 
the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the goats.” 
These were the rare colours, as in the East the sheep are 
usually white, and the goats black or dark brown. And such 
shall be my hire. Such as these uncommon particoloured 
cattle, when they shall appear among the flock already cleared 
of them; and not those of this description that are now 
removed. For in this case Laban would have given Jacob 
something; whereas Jacob was resolved to be entirely de¬ 
pendent on the Divine providence for his hire. And my 
righteousness will answer for me. The colour will determine 
at once whose the animal is. v. 34-36. Laban willingly 
consents to so favourable a proposal, removes the particoloured 
animals from the flock, gives them into the hands of his sons, 
and puts an interval of three days - ' journey between them and 
the pure stock which remains in Jacob’s hands. Jacob is now 
to begin with nothing, and have for his hire any particoloured 
lambs or kids that appear in those flocks, from which every 
specimen of this rare class has been carefully removed. 
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v. 37-43. Jacob devises means to provide himself with a 
flock in these unfavourable circumstances, v. 37-40. His 
first device is to place particoloured rods before the eyes of 
the cattle at the rutting season, that they might drop lambs 
and kids varied with speckles, patches, or streaks of white. 
He had learned from experience that there is a congruence 
between the colours of the objects contemplated by the dams 
at that season and those of their young. At all events they 
bare many straked, speckled, and spotted lambs and kids. 
He now separated the lambs, and set the faces of the flock 
toward the young of the rare colours, doubtless to affect them 
in the same way as the pilled rods. Put his oivn folds by 
themselves. These are the particoloured cattle that from time 
to time appeared in the flock of Laban, v. 41, 42. In order 
to secure the stronger cattle, Jacob added the second device 
of employing the particoloured rods only when the strong 
cattle conceived The sheep in the east lamb twice a-year, 
and it is supposed that the lambs dropped in autumn are 
stronger than those dropped in spring. On this supposition 
Jacob used his artifice in the spring and not in the autumn. 
It is probable, however, that he made his experiments on the 
healthy and vigorous cattle,, without reference to the season 
of the year. v. 43. The result is here stated. The mail 
brake forth exceedingly , became rapidly rich in hands and 
cattle. 

It is obvious that the preceding and present chapters form 
one continuous piece of composition ; as otherwise we have no 
account of the whole family of Jacob from one author. But 
the names Elohim and Jehovah are both employed in the 
piece, and hence their presence and interchange cannot indi¬ 
cate diversity of authorship. 


lix. Jacob’s flight from haran.—gen. xxxi. 

1 0. Teraphim. This word occurs fifteen times in the 

Old Testament. It appears three times in this chapter, and 
nowhere else in the Pentateuch. . It is always in the plural 
number. The root does not appear in Biblical Hebrew : it 
perhaps means to live well , intransitively (Gesen., Roedig.) to 
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nourish , transitively (Furst). The teraphim were symbols 
or representatives of the deity, as Laban calls them his gods. 
’They seem to have been busts (-rgoro^a/, Aquila) of the human 
form, sometimes as large as life (1 Sam. xix. 13). Those of 
full size were probably of wood ; the smaller ones may have 
been of metal. In two passages (Jud. xvii. xviii.; Hos. iii. 4) 
they are six times associated with the ephod. This iutimates 
either that they were worn on the ephod, like the Urim and 
Thummim, or more probably that the ephod was worn on them ; 
in accordance with which they were employed for the purposes 
of divination (xxx. 27 ; Zeph. x. 2). The employment of them 
in the worship of God, which Laban seems to have inherited 
from his fathers (Josh. xxiv. 2), is denounced as idolatry (1 
Sam. xv. 23); and hence they are classed with the idols and 
other abominations put away by Josiah (2 Kings xxiii. 24). 

47. Jegar-sahadutha, cairn of witness , in the 

Aramaic dialect of the old Hebrew, or Shemite speech, "life 
and "life Gal'ed and Gil‘ad cairn of witness , in Hebrew 
specially so called (see xi. 1-9). 

49 Mizpah, watch-tower. 

1 And he heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, 
Jacob hath taken all that was our father’s; and of that 
which was our father’s hath he made all this glory. 2 
And Jacob saw the face of Laban ; and behold, it was not 
with him as heretofore. 3 And the Lord said unto Jacob, 
Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred ; 
and I will be with thee. 4 And Jacob sent and called 
Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock. 5 And said 
unto them, I see your father s face that it is not towards 
me as heretofore ; and the God of my father hath been 
with me. 6 And ye know that with all my might I 
served your father. 7 And your father hath deceived 
me, and changed my wages ten times : and God suffered 
him not to hurt me. 8 If he said thus, The speckled 
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shall be thy hire, then all the cattle bare speckled: and 
if he said thus, The straked shall be thy hire, then all the* 
cattle bare straked. 9 And God took away the cattle of 
your father, and gave them to me. 10 And it came to 
pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted 
up mine eyes and saw in a dream, and beheld the bucks 
that leaped upon the flock were straked, speckled, and 
grisled. 11 And the angel of God said to me in a dream, 
Jacob, and I said, Here am I. 12 And he said. Lift up 
now thine eyes and see, all the bucks that leap upon the 
flock are straked, speckled, and grisled ; for I have seen 
all that Laban docth unto thee. 13 I am the God of 
Bethel, where thou anointedst a pillar, when thou vow- 
edst to me a vow : now arise, come out of this land, and 
return unto the land of thy kindred. 

14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, 
Is there yet to us any portion or inheritance in our 
father's house ? 15 Are we not counted of him strangers ( 

For he hath sold us ; and he quite devoured also our 
silver. 16 For all the riches, which God hath taken from 
our father, belongs to . us and our children ; and now all 
that God hath said unto thee, do. 17 And Jacob rose 
up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels. 18 And 
he earned away all his cattle, and all his gain which he 
had gained, the cattle of his getting, which he had gained 
in Padan-aram, to go to Isaac his father, to the land of 
Kenaan. 19 And Laban went to shear his sheep ; and 
Rachel stole the teraphim which were her father’s. 

20 And Jacob stole the heart of Laban the Aramite, 
in that lie told him not that he fled. 21 And he fled 
and all that lie had; and he rose up and passed over the 
river: and he set his face toward mount Gilead. 22 
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And it was told Laban on the third day, 'that Jacob 
was fled. 23 And he took his brethren with him, and 
pursued after him seven days’ journey : and overtook 
him in mount Gilead. 24 And God came to Laban the 
Aramite in a dream of the night; and said unto him, 
Take heed that thou speak not with Jacob from good to 
bad. 

25 And Laban overtook Jacob : and Jacob had pitched 
his tent in the mount; and Laban pitched with his 
brethren in mount Gilead. 26 And Laban said to Jacob, 
What hast thou done ? and stolest my heart, and carriedst 
away my daughters as captives of the sword. 27 Why 
hast thou fled away secretly, and stolen away from me: 
and hast not told me, that I might send thee away with 
gladness and with songs, and with tabret and with harp ? 
28 And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters; now hast thou done foolishly. 29 It is in 
the power of my hand to do you hurt: and the God of 
your father yesternight said to me, saying, Take heed 
that thou speak not with Jacob from good to bad. 30 
And now thou hast indeed gone, because thou sorely 
longedst after thy father’s house : wherefore hast thou 
stolen my gods ? 31 And Jacob answered and said to 

Laban, Because I was afraid : for I said, Lest thou snatch 
thy daughters from me. 32 With whomsoever thou 
findest thy gods, let him not live ; before our brethren 
discern what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For 
Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 

33 And Laban went into Jacob’s tent, and into Leah s 
tent, and into the two handmaids’ tents, and found them 
not: and he came from Leah’s tent, and went into 
Rachel’s tent. 34 And Rachel had taken the teraphim 
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ancl put them into the earners saddle, and sat upon them : 
and Laban felt all the tent, and found them not. 35 
And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord 
that I cannot rise up before thee, for the custom of women 
is upon me. And he searched and found not the teraphim. 
36 And Jacob was wroth, and diode with Laban: and 
Jacob answered and said to Laban, What is my trespass, 
and what my sin, that thou hast pursued after me ? 37 

When thou hast felt all my stuff, what hast thou found 
of all thy household stuff ? Set it here before my 
brethren and thy brethren, and let them judge between 
us both. 38 These twenty years have I been with thee : 
thy ewes and thy she-goats have not cast their young, 
and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 39 That 
which was torn brought I not unto thee: I myself bare 
the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, stolen 
by day or stolen by night 4-0 Thus I was ; by day the 
drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my 
sleep fled from mine eyes. 41 Thus was I twentsy years 
in thy house ; I served thee fourteen years for thy two 
daughters, and six years for thy cattle : and thou 
changedst my wages ten times. 42 Unless the God of 
my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, 
had been with me, thou hadst now sent me away empty : 
my affliction and the labour of my hands God hath seen, 
and judged yesternight. 

43 And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, The 
daughters are my daughters, the sons my sons, and tin* 
cattle my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine : and 
, what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto 
their children which they have borne ? 44 And now 

come, make we a covenant, I and thou, and let it be a 



458 Jacob’s flight from haran. 

witness between me and thee. 45 And Jacob took a 
stone, and set it up for a pillar. 46 And Jacob said un¬ 
to his brethren, Gather stones. And they took stones 
and made a heap, and they ate there upon the heap. 47 
And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha : and Jacob called 
it Galeed. 

48 And Laban said, This heap is witness between me 
and thee this day ; therefore was its name called Galeed ; 
49 And Mizpah, for he said, The Lord watch between 
me and thee, when we are absent one from another. 50 
If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou take other 
wives beside my daughters, no man is with us : see, God 
is witness between me and thee. 51 And Laban said to 
Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold the pillar, which I 
have cast between me and thee. 52 Witness be this 
heap, and witness the pillar, that I will not pass over this 
heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap 
and this pillar to me, for harm. 53 The God of Abra¬ 
ham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, 
judge between us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his 
father Isaac. 54 And Jacob offered sacrifice upon the 
mount, and called his brethren to eat bread; and the}' 
ate bread and lodged in the mount. 

Jacob had flow been twenty years in Laban’s service, and 
was therefore ninety-six years of age. It has now become 
manifest that he cannot obtain leave of Laban to return home. 
He must therefore either come off by the high hand, or by 
secret flight. Jacob has many reasons for preferring the 
latter course. 

v. 1-13. Circumstances at length induce Jacob to propose 
Right to his wives. v. 1, 2. His prosperity provokes the 
envy and slander of Laban’s sons, and Laban himself becomes 
estranged. v. 3. The Lord now commands Jacob to return, 
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and promises him his presence to protect him. v. 4-13. 
Jacob now opens his mind fuliy to Rachel and Leah. Rachel, 
we observe, is put tirst. Several new facts come out in his 
discourse to them. Ye hunv. Jacob appeals to his wives on 
this point. That with all my might I served your father. 
He means, of course, to the extent of his engagement. During 
the last six years he was to provide for his own house, as the 
Lord permitted him, with the full knowledge and concurrence 
of Laban. Beyond this, which is a fair and acknowledged 
exception, he has been faithful in keeping the cattle of Laban. 
Your father deceived me and changed my wages ten times , 
that is, as often as he could. If, at the end of the first year, 
he found that Jacob had gained considerably, though he 
began with nothing, he might change his wages every follow¬ 
ing half-year, and so actually change them ten times in five 
years. In this case, the preceding chapter only records his 
original expedients, and then states the final result. God 
suffered him not to hurt me. Jacob, we are to remember, 
left his hire to the providence of God. He thought himself 
bound at the same time to use all legitimate means for the 
attainment of the desired end. His expedients may have been 
perfectly legitimate in the circumstances, but they were 
evidently of no avail without the Divine blessing. And they 
would become wholly ineffectual when liis wages were changed. 
Hence he says, God took the cattle and gave them to me. 
v. 10-13. Jacob seems here to record two dreams, the former 
of which is dated at the rutting season. The dream indicates 
the result by a symbolic representation, which ascribes it 
rather to the God of nature than to the man of art. The 
second dream makes allusion to the former as a process still 
going on up to the present time. This appears to be an 
encouragement to Jacob now to commit himself to the Lord 
on his way home. The angel of the Lord, we observe, 
announces himself as the God of Bethel, and recals to Jacob 
the pillar and the vow. The angel then is Jehovah manifest¬ 
ing himself to human apprehension. 

v. 14-19. His wives entirely accord with his view of their 
fathers selfishness in dealing with, his son-in-law, and approve 
of his intended departure. Jacob makes all the needful pre¬ 
parations for a hasty and secret flight. He avails himself of 
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the occasion when Laban is at a distance probably of three 
or more days' journey, shearing his sheep, Rachel stole the 
teraphim. It is not the business of scripture to acquaint us 
with the kinds and characteristics of false worship. Hence 
we know little of the teraphim, except that they were 
employed by those who professed to worship the true God. 
Rachel had a lingering attachment to these objects of her 
family’s superstitious reverence, and secretly carried them 
away as relics of a home she was to visit no more, and as 
sources of safety to herself against the perils of her flight. 

v. 20-24. Laban hears of his flight, pursues, and overtakes 
him. Stole the heart , y.t.tTretv vodv. The heart is the seat of 
the understanding in scripture. To steal the heart of any one 
is to act without his knowledge. The river. The Frat, near 
which, we may conclude, Jacob was tending his flocks. Haran 
was about seventy miles from the river, and therefore Laban's 
flocks were on the other side of Haran. Tovjard mount 
Gilead , about 300 miles from the Frat. On the third day. 
This shows that Laban’s flocks kept by his sons were still 
three days' journey apart from Jacob’s. His brethren , his 
kindred and dependents. Seven days' journey. On the third 
day after the arrival of the messenger, Laban might return to 
the spot whence Jacob had taken his flight. In this case, 
Jacob would have at least five days of a start ; which, added 
to the seven days of pursuit, would give him twelve days to 
travel three hundred English miles. To those accustomed to 
the pastoral life this was a possible achievement. God appears 
to Laban on behalf of Jacob, and warns him not to harm him. 
Not to speak from good to bad is merely to abstain from 
language expressing and prefacing violence. 

v. 25-32. Laban’s expostulation and Jacob’s reply. What 
hast thou done ? Laban intimates that he would have dis¬ 
missed him honourably and affectionately, and therefore that 
his flight was needless and unkind, and, finally, charges him 
with stealing his gods. Jacob gives him to understand that 
he did not expect fair treatment at his hands, and gives him leave 
to search for his gods, not knowing that Rachel had taken 
them. 

v. 33-42. After the search for the teraphim has proved 
vain, Jacob warmly upbraids Laban. The camel's saddle. 
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This was a pack-saddle, in the recesses of which articles might 
be deposited, and on which was a seat or couch for the rider. 
Rachel pleads the custom of women as an excuse for keeping 
her seat; which is admitted by Laban, not perhaps from the 
fear of ceremonial defilement (Lev. xv. 19-27), as this law was 
not yet in force, but from respect to his daughter and the con¬ 
viction that in such circumstances she would not sit upon the 
teraphim. My brethren and thy brethren, their common 
kindred. Jacob recapitulates his services in feeling terms. 
By day the drought, caused by the heat, which is extreme 
during the day, while the cold is not less severe in Palestine 
during the night. The fear of Isaac, the God whom Isaac 
fears. v. 42. Judged, requited by restraining thee from 
wrong-doing. 

v. 43-47. Laban, now pacified, if not conscience-stricken, 
proposes a covenant between them. Jacob erects a memorial 
pillar, around which the clan gather a cairn of stones which 
serves by its name for a witness of their compact. Jegar 
mhadutha. Here is the first decided specimen of Aramaic, 
jis contradistinguished from Hebrew. Its incidental appear¬ 
ance indicates a fully formed dialect known to Jacob, and 
distinct from his own. Gilead or Galeed remains to this day 
in Jebel Jel'ad, though the original spot was farther north. 

v. 48-54. The covenant is then completed, v. 49, 50. And 
Miz'pah. This refers to some prominent cliff from which as 
a watch-tower an extensive view might be obtained. It was 
in the northern half of Gilead (Deut. iii. 12, 13), and is noticed 
in Judges xi. 29. It is not to be confounded with other 
places called by the same name. The reference of this name 
to the present occurrence is explained in thevse two verses. 
The names Gilead and Mizpah may have arisen from this 
transaction, or received a new turn in consequence of its 
occurrence, v. 51-53. The terms of the covenant are now 
formally stated. I have cast. The erection of the pillar was 
a joint act of the two parties; in which Laban proposes, 
Jacob performs, and all take part. The God of Abraham, 
Xahor, and Ter ah. This is an interesting acknowledgment 
that their common ancestor Terah and his descendants down 
to Laban still acknowledged the true God even in their 
idolatry. Jacob swears by the fear of Isaac, perhaps to rid 
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himself of any error that had crept into Laban’s notions of 
God and his worship, v. 54. The common sacrifice and the 
common meal ratify the covenant of reconciliation. 


LX. JACOB WRESTLES IN PRAYER.-GEN. XXXII. 

3. Machanaim, two camps. 

22. p2,], Jabboq. r. py>2,gush or gurgle out, or P^N in niph. 
'wrestle. Now Wady Zurka. 

29. Jisrael, prince of God. 

31. hPJSstauB, Peniel, Penuel, face of God. 

1 And Laban rose early in the morning, and kissed 
his sons and his daughters, and blessed them : and Laban 
went and returned unto his place. 2 And Jacob went 
on his way, and the angels of God met him. 3 And 
Jacob said, when he saw them, This is Gods camp : and 
he called the name of that place Mahanaim. 8 ITff 28. 

4 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother, unto the land of Seir, the field of Edom. 5 And 
he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye say unto my 
lord Esau : Thus saith thy servant Jacob, With Laban 
have I sojourned and tarried until now. 6 And I have 
oxen, and asses, flocks, and men-servants, and maid-ser¬ 
vants : and I sent to tell my lord, to find grace in thine 
eyes. 7 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, 
We have gone to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 8 And 
Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed, and he divided 
the people that was with him, and the flocks, and tin* 
herds, and the camels, into two camps. 9 And he said, 
If Esau go to the one camp, and smite it, then the camp 
that is left shall escape. 
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10 And Jacob said, 0 God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, thou Lord who saidst unto me, 
Return unto thy land, and to thy kindred, and I will 
deal well with thee, 111 am less than all the mercies 
and all the truth which thou hast done unto thy servant: 
for with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I 
am become two camps. 12 Deliver me now from the 
hand of my brother, from* the hand of Esau : for I fear 
him, lest he come and smite me, the mother with the 
children. 13 And thou saidst, 1 will surely deal well 
with thee, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be numbered for multitude. 

14 And he lodged there that night: and took of that 
which was come into his hand a present for Esau his 
brother. 15 She-goats two hundred, and he-goats twenty: 
ewes two hundred, and rams twenty. 16 Milch camels 
and their colts thirty, kine forty, and bulls ten, she-asses 
twenty, and foals ten. 17 And he delivered into the 
hand of his servants every drove by itself: and said unto 
his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space between 
drove and drove. 18 And he commanded the foremost, 
saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh 
thee, saying, Whose art thou ? and whither goest thou ? 
and whose are these before thee \ 19 Then shalt thou 

say, Thy servant Jacob’s : this is a present sent unto my 
lord Esau : and behold, also, he is behind us. 20 And 
he commanded also the second, and the third, and all 
that went after the droves, saying, On this manner shall 
ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him. 21 And ye shall 
say also, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he 
said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterwards I will see his face : mayhap he will 
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lift up my face. 22 And the present passed over before 
him ; and he himself lodged that night in the camp. 

23 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, 
and his two hand-maids; and his eleven sons, and passed 
over the ford of Jabbok. 24 And he took them and sent- 
them over the brook, and sent over that he had. 25 And 
Jacob was left alone ; and a man wrestled with him 
until the dawn arose. 26 And he saw that he prevailed 
not over him, and he touched the socket of his thigh, 
and the socket of Jacob’s thigh was wrenched in his wrest¬ 
ling with him. 27 And he said, Let me go, for the dawn 
a.riseth. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me. 28 And he said unto him, What is thy name? 
And he said, Jacob. 29 And he said, No more Jacob 
shall thy name be called, but Israel: for thou hast 
striven to be prince with God and with men, and didst 
prevail. 30 And Jacob asked and said, Tell now thy 
name. And he said, Why is this that thou askest for 
my name ? And he blessed him there. 31 And Jacob 
called the name of the place Peniel : for I have seen God 
face to face, and my life is preserved. 32 And the sun 
rose upon him as he passed over Penuel, and he halted 
upon his thigh. 33 Therefore the children of Israel eat 
not the sinew that shrank, which is upon the socket of 
the thigh, unto this day : because he touched the socket 
of Jacob s thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

After twenty years spent in Aram Jacob now returns to 
Kenaan. As his departure was marked by a great moment 
in his spiritual life, so he is now approaching to a crisis in his 
life of no less significance. 

v. 1-3. Jacob havS a vision of the heavenly host. v. 1. This 
passage, recording Laban's farewell and departure, closes the 
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connexion of Jacob with Haran and all its toils of servitude, 
and is hence annexed to the previous chapter in the English 
version. In the distribution of the original text, it is regarded 
as the counterpart of the two following verses in which 
Jacob's onward progress is mentioned, and so placed with 
them at the beginning of a new chapter, v. 2, 3. The angels 
of God met him. Twenty years ago Jacob saw the mystical 
ladder connecting heaven and earth, and the angels of God 
thereupon ascending and descending from the one to the other. 
Now, in circumstances of danger, he sees the angels of God on 
earth, encamped beside or around his own camp (Ps. xxxiv. 
8). He recognises them as God’s camp, and names the place 
Mahanaim from the double encampment. This vision is not 
dwelt upon, as it is the mere sequel of the former scene at 
Bethel. Mahanaim has been identified with Mahneh, about 
eight miles from the cairn of Laban and Jacob. 

v. 4-9. Jacob now sends a message to Esau apprizing him 
of his arrival. Unto the land of Seir. Arabia Petnea, with 
which Esau became connected by his marriage with a daughter 
of Ishmael. He was now married fifty-six years to his first 
two wives, and twenty to his last, and therefore had a separate 
and extensive establishment of children and grand-children. 
Jacob endeavours to make amends for the past by an humble 
and respectful approach to his elder brother, in which he styles 
himself, “ thy servant,” and Esau, “ my lord.” He informs 
him of his wealth, to intimate that he did not expect anything 
from him. Four hundred men tvith him. This was a for¬ 
midable force. Esau had begun to live by the sword (xxvii. 
40), and had surrounded himself with a numerous body of 
followers. Associated by marriage with the Hittites and 
the Ishmaelites, he had rapidly risen to the rank of a power¬ 
ful chieftain. It is vain to conjecture with what intent 
Esau advanced at the head of so large a retinue. It is 
probable that he was accustomed to a strong escort, that he 
wished to make an imposing appearance before his brother, 
and that his mind was in that wavering state, when the 
slightest incident might soothe him into good-will, or arouse 
him to vengeance. v. 8, 9. Jacob, remembering his own 
former dealings with him, has good cause for alarm. He 
betakes himself to the means of deliverance. He disposes of 
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his horde into two camps, that if the one were attacked and 
captured, the other might meanwhile escape. He never 
neglects to take all the precautions in his power. 

v. 10-13. Next he betakes himself to prayer. He appeals 
to the God of Abraham and Isaac, to Jehovah the God of 
promise and performance, lam less than , unworthy of all the 
mercy and truth of God. With my staff. Jacob seems to 
have left his home without escort and without means. It 
was evidently intended that lie should return in a short time; 
but unforeseen circumstances lengthened the period. Me, the 
mother with the children. Me, is here used in that pregnant 
sense which is familiar in scripture, to include his whole clan, 
as Islimael, Israel, Edom, often stand for their respective 
races. He then pleads the express promise of God, (xxviii. 

1 3-15 ; xxxi. 3.) 

v. 14-22. Jacob sends forward a present to Esau. He 
lodged there that night. Mahanaim may have been about 
twenty-five miles from the Jabbok. At some point in the 
interval he awaited the return of his messengers. Abiding 
during the night in the camp, not far from the ford of the 
Jabbok, he selects and sends forward to Esau his valuable 
present of 550 head of cattle. That which ivas come into 
his hand , into his possession. The cattle are selected accord¬ 
ing to the proportions of male and female which were adopted 
from experience among the ancients, (Varro, de re rust. II. 3.) 
Every drove by itself, with a space between, that Esau might 
have time to estimate the great value of the gift. The repeti¬ 
tion of the announcement of the gift, and of Jacob himself 
being at hand, was calculated to appease Esau, and persuade 
him that Jacob was approaching him in all brotherly con¬ 
fidence and affection. Appease him. Jacob designs this gilt 
to be the means of propitiating his brother before he appears 
in his presence. Lift up my face, accept me. Lodged that 
night in the camp. After sending this present over the Jabbok. 
This seems the same night referred to in v. 14. 

v. 23-33. Jacob wrestles with a man. v. 23, 24. Passed 
over the ford of Jabbok. The Jabbok rose near Rabbath 
Ammon, and flowed into the Jordan, separating north Gilead 
from south, or the kingdom of Og from that of Sihon. v. 25. 
Jacob was left alone , on the north side, after all had passed 
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over. A man wrestled with him. When God has a new 
thing of a spiritual nature to bring into the experience of 
man, lie begins with the senses. He takes man on the 
ground on which lie finds him, and leads him through the 
senses to the higher things of reason, conscience and com- 
munion with God. 

Jacob seems to have gone through the principles or founda¬ 
tions of faith in God and repentance towards him, which gave 
a character to the history of his grandfather and father, and 
to have entered upon the stage of spontaneous action. He 
had that inward feeling of spiritual power, which prompted 
the apostle to say, “ I can do all things." Hence we find 
him dealing with Esau for the birthright, plotting with his 
mother for the blessing, erecting a pillar and vowing a vow at 
Bethel, overcoming Laban with his own weapons, and even 
now taking the most prudent measures for securing a welcome 
from Esau on his return. He relied indeed on God, as was 
demonstrated in many of his words and deeds; but the 
prominent feature of his character was a strong and firm 
reliance on himself. But this practical self-reliance, though 
naturally springing up in the new mau and highly commend¬ 
able in itself, was not yet in Jacob duly subordinated to that 
absolute reliance which ought to be placed in the Author of 
our being and our salvation. Hence lie had been betrayed 
into intrusive, dubious, and even sinister courses, which in 
the retributive providence of God had brought, and were yet 
to bring him into many troubles and perplexities. The 
hazard of his present situation arose chiefly from his former 
unjustifiable practices towards his brother. He is now to learn 
the lesson of unreserved reliance on God. 

A mom appeared to him in his loneliness, one having the 
bodily form and substance of a man.. Wrestled with him, en¬ 
countered him in the very point in which he was strong. He 
had been a taker by the heel from liis very birth (‘25, 2fi), 
and his subsequent life had been a constant and successful 
struggle with adversaries. And when he, the stranger, saw 
that he 'prevailed not over him. Jacob, true to his character, 
struggles while life remains, with this new combatant. He 
touched the socket of his thigh, so that it was wrenched out of 
joint. The thigh is the pillar of a man's strength, and its 
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joint with the hip the seat of physical force for the wrestler. 
Let the thigh bone be thrown out of joint and the man is 
utterly disabled. Jacob now finds that this mysterious 
wrestler has wrested from him, by one touch, all his might, 
and he can no longer stand alone. Without any support 
whatever from himself, he hangs upon the conqueror, and in 
that condition learns by experience the practice of sole reliance 
on one mightier than himself. This is the turning point in 
this strange drama. Henceforth Jacob feels himself strong 
not in himself, but in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
What follows is merely the explication and the consequence 
of this bodily conflict. 

And he , the Mighty Stranger, said, let me go, for the dawn 
ariseth. The time for other avocations is come, let me go. 
He does not shake off' the clinging grasp of the now disabled 
Jacob, but only calls upon him to relax his grasp. And he, 
Jacob, said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. Des¬ 
pairing now of his own strength, he is Jacob still, he declares 
his determination to cling on until his conqueror bless him. 
He now knows he is in the hand of a higher power, who can 
disable and again enable, who can curse and also bless. He 
knows himself also to be now utterly helpless without the 
healing, quickening, protecting power, of his victor, and, 
though he die in the effort, he will not let him go without 
receiving this blessing. Jacob’s sense of his total debility 
and utter defeat is now the secret of his power with his 
friendly vanquisher. He can overthrow all the prowess of 
the self-reliant, but he cannot resist the earnest entreaty of 
the helpless. 

v. 28-30. What is thy name ? He reminds him of his 
former self, Jacob, the supplanter, the self-reliant, self-seeking. 
But now he is disabled, dependent on another, and seeking a 
blessing from another, and for all others as well as himself. 
No more Jacob shall thy name be called, but Israel. A prince 
of God, in God, with God. In a personal conflict, depending 
on thyself, thou wert no match for God. But in prayer, de¬ 
pending on another, thou hast prevailed with God and with 
men. The new name is indicative of the new nature which 
has now come to its perfection of development in Jacob. 
Unlike Abraham, who received his new name once for all, 
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and was never afterwards called by the former one, Jacob will 
hence be called now by the one, and now by the other, as 
the occasion may serve. If or he was called from the womb 
(xxv. 23), and both names have a spiritual significance for 
two different aspects of the child of God, according to the 
apostle’s paradox, “ work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. ii. 1 2, 13). Tell now 
thy name. Disclose to me thy nature. This mysterious 
Being intimates by his reply that Jacob was to learn his 
nature, so far as he yet required to know it, from the event 
that had just occurred; and he was already well acquainted 
with his name. And he blessed him there. He had the 
power of disabling the self-sufficient creature, of upholding 
that creature when unable to stand, of answering prayer, of 
conferring a new name, with a new phase of spiritual life, and 
of blessing with bodily renovation, and with spiritual capacity 
for being a blessing to mankind. After all this Jacob could 
not any longer doubt who he was. There are then three 
acts in this dramatic scene : first, Jacob wrestling with the 
Omnipresent in the form of a man, in which he is signally 
defeated ; second , Jacob importunately supplicating Jehovah, 
in which he prevails as a prince of God ; third , Jacob receiv¬ 
ing the blessing of a new name, a new development of spiri¬ 
tual life, and a new capacity of bodily action. 

v. 31-33. Peniel, the face of God. The reason of this 
name is assigned in the sentence, I have seen God face to face. 
He is at first called a man. Hosea terms him the angel (xii. 
-1, 5 (3, 4). And here Jacob names him God. Hence some 
men, deeply penetrated with the ineffable grandeur of the 
Divine nature, are disposed to resolve the first act at least 
into an impression on the imagination. We do not pretend 
to define with undue nicety the mode of this wrestling. And 
we are far from saying that every sentence of scripture is to 
be understood in a literal sense. But until some cogent 
reason be assigned, we do not feel at liberty to depart from 
the literal sense in this instance. The whole theory of a 
revelation from God to man is founded upon the principle, 
that God can adapt himself to the apprehension of the being 
whom he has made in his own image. This principle we 
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.accept, and we dare not limit its application further than the 
demonstrative laws of reason and conscience demand. If 
God walk in the garden with Adam, expostulate with Cain, 
give a specification of the ark to Noah, partake of the hospi¬ 
tality of Abraham, take Lot by the hand to deliver him from 
Sodom, we cannot affirm that he may not, for a worthy end, 
enter into a bodily conflict with Jacob. These various mani¬ 
festations of God to man differ only in degree. If we admit 
any one, we are bound by parity of reason to accept all the 
others. 

We have also already noted the Divine method of dealing 
with man. He proceeds from the known to the unknown, 
from the simple to the complex, from the material to the 
spiritual, from the sensible to the super-sensible. So must he 
do, until he have to deal with a world of philosophers. And 
even then, and only then, will his method of teaching and 
dealing with men be clearly and fully understood. The 
more we advance in the philosophy of spiritual things, the 
more delight will we feel in discerning the marvellous analogy 
and intimate nearness of the outward to the inward, and the 
material to the spiritual world. We have only to bear in 
mind that in man there is a spirit as well as a body ; and 
in this outward wrestling of man with man we have a token 
of the inward wrestling of spirit with spirit, and therefore an 
experimental instance of that great conflict of the Infinite 
Being with the finite self, which grace has introduced into 
our fallen world, recorded here for the spiritual edification of 
the church on earth. 

My life is preserved . The feeling of conscience is, that no 
sinner can see the infinitely holy God and live. And he 
halted upon his thigh. The wrenching of the tendons and 
muscles was mercifully healed, yet so as to leave a permanent 
monument in Jacob’s halting gait, that God had overcome his 
self-will. 


LXI. JACOB AND ESAU MEET,-GEN. XXXIII. 

17. Sukkoth, booths, consisting of poles forming a roof 
covered with branches, leaves or grass. 
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1 0. "lion Cliamor, ass , red, heap. 

np'bp Qesital), weighed or measured. LXX. 

and Onk. 

1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, 
Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And lit* 
divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and 
unto the two handmaids. 2 And he put the handmaids 
and their children foremost, and Leah and her children 
after, and Rachel and Joseph hindmost. 3 And he 
passed over before them and bowed to the earth seven 
times, until lie came near to his brother. 4 And Esau 
ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck 
and kissed him : and they wept. 5 And he lifted up his 
eyes and saw the women and the children, and he said, 
Who are these of thine 1 And he said, The children 
whom God hath. granted to thy servant. 6 And the 
handmaids came near, they and their children, and they 
bowed. 7 And Leah also came near and her children, 
and they bowed ; and after came near Joseph and Rachel, 
and they bowed. 8 And he said, What is all this horde 
of thine which I met ? And he said, To find grace in the 
eyes of my lord. 9 And Esau said, I have enough, my 
brother; be that to thee that is thine. 10 And Jacob 
said, Nay now, if now I have found grace in thine eyes, 
then receive my present from my hand: for therefore 
have I seen thy face, as if I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me. 11 Take now my 
blessing that is brought to thee, because God has favoured 
me and I have all. And he urged him and he took 
it 12 And he said, Let us set out and go, and I will go 
with thee. 13 And he said unto him, My lord knoweth 
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that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds are 
suckling with me, and they will overdrive them one day 
and all the flock will die. 14 Let my lord now pass over 
before his servant, and I will lead on softly, at the pace 
of the cattle that are before me, and at the pace of the 
children, until I come unto my lord unto Scir. 15 And 
Esau said, Let me now leave with thee of the men that 
are with me. And he said, Wherefore this ? Let me 
find grace in the eyes of my lord. 16 And Esau returned 
that day on his way to Seir. 

17 And Jacob journeyed to Sukkoth, and built him a 
house : and for his cattle he made booths ; therefore he 
called the name of the place Sukkoth. § 37 

18 And Jacob went in peace to the city of Shekem, 

which is in the land of Kenaan, where he went from Padan- 
aram: and he pitched before the city. 10 And he bought 
a parcel of the field where he had spread his tent, at the 
hand of the sons of Hamor, the father of Shekem, for a 
hundred kesitahs. 20 And he set up there an altar and 
called it El-Elohe-Israel. § 38 

Jacob has a friendly interview with E9au, and re-enters 
Kenaan. 

v. 1-3. Jacob, on seeing Esau approach with his four hun¬ 
dred men, advances with circumspection and lowly obeisance. 
He divided Ins family, arranged them according to their 
preeiousness in his eyes, and walks himself in front. In 
drawing near, he bows seven times, in token of complete sub¬ 
mission to his elder brother, v. 4-7. Esau, the wild hunter, 
is completely softened, and manifests the warmest affection, 
which is reciprocated by Jacob. The puncta extvaor dinar ia 
over (and kissed him), seemingly intimating a doubt of 

the reading, or of the sincerity of Esau, are wholly unwar¬ 
ranted. Esau then observes the women and children, and 
inquires who they are. Jacob replies that God had granted, 
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graciously bestowed on him, these children. They approach 
in succession, and do obeisance, v. 8-11. Esau now inquires 
of the caravan or horde he had already met. He had heard 
the announcement of the servants; but he awaited the con¬ 
firmation of* the master. To find grace in the eyes of my 
lord. Jacob values highly the good-will of his brother. The 
acceptance of this present is the security for that good-will, 
and for all the safety and protection which it involved. Esau 
at first declines the gift, but on being urged by Jacob, accepts- 
it, and thereby relieves Jacob of all his anxiety. His brother 
is now his friend indeed. Therefore have I seen thy face, 
that I might give thee this token of my affection. As if I 
had seen the face of God. The unexpected kindness with 
which his brother had received him was a type and proof of 
the kindness of the All-provident, by whom it had been added 
to all his other mercies. My blessing, my gift which em¬ 
bodies my good wishes. I have all , not only enough, but all 
that I can wish. 

v. 1 2- lG. They now part for the present. I will go ivith 
thee, as an escort or vanguard. Jacob explains that this 
would be inconvenient for both parties, as his tender children 
and suckling cattle could not keep pace with Esau’s men, who 
were used to the road. At the })ace of the cattle , as fast as 
the business (HDfcta) of travelling with cattle will permit. 
Unto Seir. Jacob is travelling to the land of Kenaan, and 
to the residence of his father. But, on arriving there, it will 
be his first duty to return the fraternal visit of Esau. The 
very circumstance that he sent messengers to apprize his 
brother of his arrival, implies that he was prepared to culti¬ 
vate friendly relations with him. Jacob also declines the offer 
of some of the men that Esau had with him. He had, doubt¬ 
less, enough of hands to manage his remaining flock, and lie 
now relied more than ever on the protection of that God who 
had ever proved himself a faithful and effectual guardian. 

v. 1 7. Sukkoth was south of the Jabbok, and cast of the 
Jordan, as we learn from Judges viii. 4-9. From the same 
passage, it appears to have been nearer the Jordan than 
Penuel, which was at the ford of Jabbok. Sukkoth cannot 
therefore be identified with Sakut, which Bobinson finds on 
the other side of the Jordan, about ten miles north of the 
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mouth of the Jabbok. And built him a house. This indi¬ 
cates a permanent residence. Booths or folds, composed of 
upright stakes wattled together, and sheltered with leafy 
branches. The closed space in the text is properly introduced 
here, to indicate the pause in the narrative, while Jacob so¬ 
journed in this place. Dinah, who is not noticed on the 
journey, was now not more than six years of age. Six or 
seven years more, therefore, must have elapsed before the 
melancholy events of the next chapter took place. In the 
interval, Jacob may have visited his father, and even returned 
the visit of Esau. 

v. 18-20. Jacob at length crosses the Jordan, and enters 
again the land of Kenaan. In 'peace. The original word 

safe, in peace) is rendered Shalem, the name of the town 
at which Jacob arrived, by the Septuagint. The rendering, 
safe, or in peace, is here adopted, because (1.) the word is to 
be taken as a common noun or adjective, unless there be a 
clear necessity for a proper name; (2.) the place was called 
Shekem in the time of Abraham (xii. 6), and the town is so 
designated in the thirty-fifth chapter (v. 4), and (3.) the 
statement that Jacob arrived in safety accounts for the 
additional clauses, “which is in the land of Kenaan,” and 
“when he wentfrom Padan-aram,” and is in accordance with the 
promise (xxviii. 21) that he would return in peace. If, however, 
the Salim found by Robinson to the west of Nablous be the 
present town, it must be called the city of Shekem, because 
it belonged to the Shekem mentioned in the following verse 
and chapter. Pitched before the city. Jacob did not enter 
into the city, because his flocks and herds could not find 
accommodation there, and he did not want to come into close 
contact with the inhabitants. He bought a parcel of the field. 
He is anxious to have a place he may call his own, where he 
may have a permanent resting-place. For a hundred 
kesitahs. The kesitah may have been a piece of silver or 
gold, of a certain weight, equal in value to a lamb (see Ges- 
enius). El-Elohe-Israel. Jacob consecrates his ground by 

the erection of an altar. He calls it the altar of the Mighty 
One, the God of Israel, in which he signalises the omnipotence 
of bim who had brought him in safety to the land of promise; 
through many perils, the new name by which he himself had 
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been lately designated, and the blessed communion which now 
existed between the Almighty and himself. This was the 
very spot where Abraham, about 185 years ago, built the 
first altar he erected in the promised land (xii. (j, 7). It is 
now consecrated anew to the God of promise. 


lxii. dinah’s dishonour.—gen. xxxiv. 

1 Then went out Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom 
she bare unto Jacob, to sec the daughters of the land. 2 
And Sliekem, son of Hanior the Hivite, prince of the 
land, saw her; and he took her, and lay with her, and 
humbled her. 8 And his soul clave unto Dinah, daughter 
of Jacob ; and he loved the damsel, and spake to the 
heart of the damsel. 4 And Sliekem said unto Hanior 
his father, saying, Get me this damsel to wife. 5 And 
Jacob heard that lie bad defiled Dinah his daughter : and 
his sons were with his cattle in the field : and Jacob held 
his peace until they were come. 

0* And Hamor, the father of Shekem, came out unto 
Jacob, to speak with him. 7 And the sons of Jacob came 
from the field when they heard it: and the men wen; 
grieved, and were very wroth, because he had wrought 

A 

folly in Israel, to lie with the daughter of Jacob ; which 
ought not to be done. 8 And Hamor spake with them, 
saying, Sliekem, my son, his soail elingeth to your 
daughter ; give her now to him to wife. 9 And inter¬ 
marry ye with us : your daughters give unto us, and 
our daughters take unto you. 10 And yc shall dwell 
with us : and the land shall be before you ; dwell and 
trade therein, and get possessions therein. 11 And Sliekem 
said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find 
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grace ill your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will 
give. 12 Multiply upon me much dowry and gift, and 
I will give according as yc shall say unto me : and give 
me the damsel to wife. 13 And the sons of Jacob 
answered Shekem and Hamor his father with deceit, and 
spake : because he had defiled Dinah their sister. 14 And 
they said unto them. We cannot do this thing, to give 
our sister to a man that hath a foreskin ; for that were 
a reproach unto us. 15 Only in this will wc consent 
unto you, if ye will be as we, to be circumcised every 
male of you. 16 Then will we give our daughters unto 
you, and we will take your daughters to us; and we will 
dwell with you, and become one people. 17 And if ye 
will not hearken unto us to be circumcised, then will we 
take our daughter and be gone. 

18 And their words were good in the eyes of Hamor, 
and of Shekem, Hatnor’s son. 19 And the young man 
delayed not to do the thing, because he delighted in the 
daughter of Jacob : and he was more honourable than all 
the house of his father. 20 Then went Hamor and 
Shekem his son unto the gate of their city, and spake to 
the men of their city, saying, 21 These men are peace¬ 
able with us : and let them dwell in the land, and trade 

9 

therein ; and the land, behold, is wide enough before 
them: their daughters let us take to us for wives, and 
our daughters let us give to them. 22 Only herein will 
the men consent to us to dwell with us, to become one 
people, if every male of us be circumcised, as they are 
circumcised. 23 Their flocks, their property, all their 
cattle, shall they not be ours ? Only let us consent unto 
them, and they will dwell with us. 24 Then hearkened 
unto Hamor and unto Shekem his son all that came out 
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of the gate of his city: and every male was circumcised, 
all that came out of the gate of his city. 

25 And it came to pass on the third day when they 
were sore, that two of Jacob’s sons, Simon and Levi, 
Dinahs brethren, took each man his sword, and went 
unto the city boldly, and slew every male. 20 And 
Hamor and Shekcin his son they slew with the edge of 
the sword, and took Dinah out of Shekems house, and 
came out. 27 The sons of Jacob went upon the slain, 
and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister. 
28 Their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that 
which was in the city, and that which was in the field, 
they took. 29 And all their wealth, and all their little 
ones, and their wives, took they captive and spoiled, and 
all that was in the house. 30 And Jacob said to Simon 
and to Levi, Ye have troubled me, to make me stink to 
the inhabitant of the land, the Kenaanite and the 
Pcrizzite : and I am a few men, and they will gather 
against me and smite me, and I shall be destroyed, I and 
my house. 31 And they said, Should he deal with our 
sister as with a harlot ? IT 29. 

This chapter records the rape of Dinah and the revenge of 
her brothers. 

v. 1-5. Dinah went out to see the daughters of the land. 
The Jewish doctors of a later period fix the marriageable age 
of a female at twelve years and a day. It is probable that 
Dinah was in her thirteenth year when she went out to visit 
the daughters of the land. Six or seven years, therefore, must 
have been spent by Jacob between Sukkotli, where he abode 
some time, and the neighbourhood of Shekera, where he had 
purchased a piece of ground. If we suppose Dinah to have 
been born in the same year with Joseph, who was in his 
seventeenth year at the time of his being sold as a bondslave 
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(xxxvii. 2), the events of this chapter must have occurred in 
the interval between the completion of her twelfth and that 
of her sixteenth year. Shehem. This name is hereditary in 
the family, and had taken hold in the locality before the time 
of Abraham. The Hivite was a descendant of Kenaan. We 
find this tribe now occupying the district where the Kenaanite 
was in possession at a former period (xii. G). v. 3. Spake to 
the heart of the damsel. After having robbed her of her 
honour, he promises to recognise her as his wife, provided 
he can gain the consent of her relatives. v. 4. Shehem 
spake unto his father Hamor . He is in earnest about this 
matter. v. 5. Jacob held his peace. He was a stranger in 
the land, and surrounded by a flourishing tribe, who were 
evidently unscrupulous in their conduct. 

v. 6-17. A conference takes place between the parties. 
Hamor and Jacob, the parents on both sides, are the prin¬ 
cipals in the negotiation, v. 7. The sons of Jacob, being 
brothers of the injured damsel, are present according to 
custom. Wrought folly in Israel , a standing phrase from 
this time forward for any deed that was contrary to 
the sanctity which ought to characterise God's holy people. 
Israel is here used to designate the descendants of Israel, 
the peculiar people, v. 8-10. Hamor makes his proposal. 
Shehem , my son. These words are a nominative pendent, 
for which “ his soul ” is substituted. He proposes a political 
alliance or amalgamation of the two tribes, to be sealed and 
actually effected by intermarriage. He offers to make them 
joint-possessors of the soil, and of the rights of dwelling, trad¬ 
ing, and acquiring property, v. 11, 1 2. Shekem now speaks 
with becoming deference and earnestness. He offers any 
amount of dowry, or bridal presents, and of gift to the mother 
and brothers of the bride. It must be acknowledged that the 
father and the son were disposed to make whatever amends 
they could for the grievous offence that had been committed, 
v. 13-17. The sons of Jacob answer with deceit. They are 
burning with resentment of the wrong that “ought not to 
have been done,” and that cannot now be fully repaired. Yet 
they are in presence of a superior force, and therefore resort 
to deceit. And spake. This goes along with the previous 
verb “ answered,” and is meant to have the same qualification 
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“ with deceit.” The last clause of the verse then assigns the 
cause of this deceitful dealing. v. 14-17. Their speech, for 
the matter of it, is reasonable. They cannot intermarry with 
the uncircumcised. Only on condition that every male be 
circumcised will they consent. On these terms they promise 
to “ become one people ” with them. Otherwise they take 
their daughter, and depart. Our daughter. They here speak 
as a family or race, and therefore call Dinah their daughter, 
though her brothers are the speakers. 

v. 18-24. Hamor and Sliekem accept the terms, and forth¬ 
with proceed to carry them into effect. It is testified of 
Sliekem, that he delayed not to do the thing, and that he was 
more honourable than all his house. v. 20-23. They bring 
the matter before their fellow-citizens, and urge them to 
adopt the rite of circumcision, on the ground that the men 
are peaceable, well-conducted, and they and their cattle and 
goods would be a valuable addition to the common wealth of 
their tribe. Hence it appears that the population was still 
thin, that the neighbouring territory was sufficient for a much 
larger number than its present occupants, and that a tribe 
found a real benefit in an accession to its numbers. v. 24. 
The people were persuaded to comply with the terms proposed. 
There is nothing said here of the religious import of the rite, 
or of any diversity of worship that may have existed between 
the two parties. But it is not improbable that the Shekeinites 
were prepared for mutual toleration, or even for the adoption 
of the religion of Israel in its external forms, though not 
perhaps to the exclusion of their own hereditary customs. It 
is also possible that the formal acknowledgment of the one 
true God was not yet extinct. Circumcision has been in use 
among the Egyptians, Colcliians (Herod, ii. 104), and other 
Eastern nations ; but when and how. introduced we are not 
informed. The present narrative points out oneway in which 
it may have spread from nation to nation. 

v. 25-31. Simon and Levi, at the head no doubt of all 
their fathers men, now fall upon the Shekemites, when 
feverish with the circumcision, and put them to the sword, 
Simon and Levi were the sons of Leah, and therefore full 
brothers of Dinah. If Dinah was of the same year as Joseph, 
they would be respectively seven and six years older than 
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she was. If she was in her thirteenth year, they would 
therefore be respectively in their twentieth and nineteenth 
years, and therefore fitted by age and passion for such an en¬ 
terprise. v. 27-29. All the sons of Jacob joined in the sacking 
of the city. They seized all their cattle and goods, and made 
captives of their wives and little ones. v. 30. Jacob is greatly 
distressed by this outrage, which is equally contrary to his 
policy and his humanity. He sets before his sons, in this ex¬ 
postulation, the danger attendant upon such a proceeding. 
The Kenaanite and the Perizzite, whom Abraham found in 
the land on his return from Egypt (xiii. 7). 1 am a feio men, 
men of number, that might easily be counted. I here denotes 
the family or tribe with all its dependents. When expanded, 
therefore, it is “I and my house.” v. 31. Simon and Levi 
have their reply. It justifies the retribution which has fallen 
on the Shekemites for this and all their other crimes. But 
it does not justify the executioners for taking the law into 
their own hands, or proceeding by fraud and indiscriminate 
slaughter. The employment of circumcision, too, which was 
the sign of the covenant of grace, as a means of deception, was 
a heinous aggravation of their offence. 


LXIII. DEATH OF ISAAC.—GEN. XXXV. 


S. ni3i Deborah, bee. 

f&N Allon-bakuth, oak of weeping. 

16. nnns length , stretch. A certain but unknown distance, 
a stadium or furlong (Jos.) a hippodrome (Sept.) which was 
somewhat longer, a mile (Kimchi). 

rnQN Ephrath, fruitful or ashy. 

18. 'Stela Ben-oni, son of my pain , 

"■DJ33 Binjamin, son of the right hand . 

19. or6 JV3 Beth-lechem, house of bread. 

21. ~>7V. 'Eder, flock, fold. 

1 And God said nnto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, 
and dwell there : and make there an altar to the God, 
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that appeared unto thee when thou Reddest from th§ face 
of Esau thy brother. 2 Then said Jacob unto his house, 
and to all that were with him, Put away the strange 
gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your 
garments. 3 And let us arise and go up to Bethel; and 
1 will there make an altar to the God who answered me 
in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way 
that I went. 4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange 
gods that were in their hand, and the rings that were in 
their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was 
by Sliekem. 5 And they set out: and the terror of God 
was upon the cities that were round about them, and they 
did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob 
went to Luz, which is in the land of Kenaan, that is 
Bethel, he and all the people that were with him. 7 And 
lie built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-cl: 
because there God revealed himself unto him, when he 
tied from the face of his brother. 8 And Deborah 
Rebekah's nurse died, and was buried beneath Bethel, 
under the oak ; and the name of it was called Allon- 
bakutli. IF 30 

9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when lie went 
out of Padan-aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said 
unto him, Thy name is Jacob : thy name shall not be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name. 
And he called his name Israel. 11 And God said unto 
him, I am God Almighty ; be fruitful and multiply; a 
nation and a congregation of nations shall be of thee, and 
kings shall come out of thy loins. 12 And the land which 
I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee will I give it; and 
to thy seed after thee will I give the land. 13 And God 
went up from him, in the place where he talked with him. 
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14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked 
with him, a pillar of stone : and he poured thereon a 
drink offering and poured thereon oil. 15 And Jacob 
called the name of the place, where God spake with him, 
Beth-el. 

16 And they set out from Beth-el; and there was 
yet a stretch of the land to go into Ephrath; and Rachel 
travailed and had hard labour. 17 And it came to pass, 
when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto 
her, Fear not, for this is also to thee a son. 18 And it 
came to pass, as her soul was departing when she died, 
that she called his name Ben-oni: and his father called 
him Benjamin. 19 And Rachel died, and was buried in 
the way to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. 20 And Jacob 
set a pillar upon her grave ; that is the pillar of Rachel’s 
grave unto this day. 21 And Israel set out and spread 

i 

his tent beyond the tower of Eder. 22 And it came to 
pass, when Israel dwelt in the land, that Reuben went 
and lay with Bilhali his father’s concubine : and Israel 
heard it. IT 31 

And the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23 The sons of 
Leah ; Jacob’s first-born, Reuben, and Simon, and Levi, 
and Judah, and Issakar, and Zebulun. 24 The sons of 
Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin. 25 And the sons of 
Bilhah, Rachels hand-maid; Dan, and Naphtali. 26 And 
the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid; Gad, and Asher: 
these are the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in 
Padan-aram. 27 And Jacob went unto Isaac his father 
to Mamre, the city of Arba, which is Hebron, where 
Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 28 And the days of Isaac 
were a hundred and eighty years. 29 And Isaac expired. 
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and died, and was gathered unto his peoples, old and 
full of days : and Esau and Jacob his sons buried him. 

t 32 

This chapter contains the return of Jacob to his father’s 
house, and then appends the death of Isaac. 

v. 1-8. Jacob returns to Bethel. And God said unto 
Jacob, He receives the direction from God. He had now 
been six years lingering in Sukkoth and Shekem. There 
may have been some intercourse between him and his fathers 
house during this interval. The presence of Deborah, 
Rebekah’s nurse, in his family, is a plain intimation of this. 
But Jacob seems to have turned aside to Shekem, either to 
visit the spot where Abraham first erected an altar to the 
Lord, or to seek pasture for his numerous flocks. Arise, (jo 
up to Bethel , and divell there. In his perplexity and terror 
the Lord conies to his aid. He reminds him of his former 
appearance to him at that place, and directs him to erect an 
altar there. This was Abraham’s second resting place in the 
land. He who had there appeared to Jacob as the Jehovah, 
the God of Abraham and Isaac, is now described as El, the 
Mighty One, probably in allusion to Bethel (house of El), 
which contains this name, and was at that time applied by 
Jacob himself to the place, v. 2, 3. His house , his wives 
and children. AU that vjere vdth him, his men-servants and 
maid-servants. The strange gods, belonging to the stranger 
or the strange land. These include the teraphim, which 
Rachel had secreted, and the rings which were worn as amulets 
or charms. Be clean, cleanse the body, in token of the cleans¬ 
ing of your souls. Change your garments , put on your best 
attire, befitting the holy occasion. The God, in contradistinc¬ 
tion to the strange gods already mentioned, v. 4. Hid them, 
buried them. The oak which ivas by Shekem. This may 
have been the oak of Moreli, under which Abraham pitched 
his tent (xii. 6). v. 5-7. The terror of God, a dread awakened 
in their breast by some indication of the Divine presence being 
with Jacob. The patriarch seems to have retained posses¬ 
sion of the land he had purchased and gained by conquest in 
this place. His flocks are found there very shortly after this 
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time (xxxvii. 12), he alludes to it, and disposes of it in his 
interview with Joseph and his sons (xlviii. 22), and his well 
is there to this day. Luz, which is in the land of Kenaan. 
This seems at first sight to intimate that there was a Luz 
elsewhere, and to have been added by the revising prophet to 
determine the place here intended. Luz means an almond 
tree, and may have designated many a place. But the reader 
of Genesis could have needed no such intimation, as Jacob is 


clearly in the land of Kenaan, going from Shekem to Hebron. 
It seems rather to call attention again (xxxiii. 18) to the fact 
that Jacob bas returned from Padan-aram to the land of pro¬ 
mise. The name Luz still recurs, as the almond tree may 
still be flourishing. And he built there an altar, and called 
the place El-beth-el. Thus has Jacob obeyed the command of 
God, and begun the payment of the vow he made twenty-six 


years before at this place (xxviii. 20-22). There God revealed 
himself unto him . The verb here is plural in the 


Masoretic Hebrew, and so it was in the copy of Onkelos. 
The Sam. and the Sept, have the singular. The reading is 
therefore various. The original was probably singular, and 
may have been so even with its present letters. If not, this 
is one of the few instances in which Elohim is construed 


grammatically with a plural verb. v. 8. Deborah dies in the 
family in which she began life. She is buried under “ the 
well-known oak ” at Bethel. Jacob drops a natural tear of 
sorrow over the grave of this faithful servant, and hence the 
oak is called the oak of weeping. It is probable that Rebekah 
was already dead, since otherwise we should not expect to 
find Deborah transferred to Jacobs household. She may not 
have lived to see her favourite son on lhs return. 

v. 9-1 5. God appears to Jacob again at Bethel, and renews 
the promise made to him there (xxviii. 13, 14). Again. 
The writer here refers to the former meeting of God with 
Jacob at Bethel, and thereby proves himself cognizant of the 
fact, and of the record already made of it. When he went 
out of Padan-aram. This corroborates the explanation of the 
clause, v. G, “ which is in the land of Kenaan.” Bethel was 
the last point in this land that was noticed in his flight from 
Esau. His arrival at the same point indicates that he has 
now returned from Padan-aram to the land of Kenaan. He 
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called his name Israel. At Bethel he renews the change of 
name, to indicate that the meetings here were of equal moment 
in Jacob’s spiritual life with that at Pcnuel. It implies also 
that this life had been declining in the interval between 
Peuuel and Bethel, and had now been revived by the call of 
God to go to Bethel, and by the interview. The renewal of 
the naming aptly expresses this renewal of spiritual life. v. 
II, 12. 1am God Almighty. So he proclaimed himself be¬ 
fore to Abraham (xvii, 1). Be fruitful, and multiply. Abra¬ 
ham and Isaac had each only one son of promise. But now 
the time of increase is come. Jacob has been blessed with 
eleven sons, and at least one daughter. And now he receives 
the long promised blessing, “be fruitful and multiply.” From 
this time forth, the multiplication of Israel is rapid. In 
twenty-six years after this time he goes down into Egypt 
with seventy souls, besides the wives of his married descend¬ 
ants, and 210 years after that Israel goes out of Egypt 
numbering about 1,800,000. A nation and a congregation 
of nations, such as were then known in the world, had at 
the last date come of him, and “ kings ” were to follow in 
due time. The land, as well as the seed, is again promised, 
v. 13-1 5. Jacob, now, according to his wont, perpetuates the 
scene of Divine manifestation with a monumental stone. God 
went up as he went up from Abraham (xvii. 22) after a 
similar conference with him. He had now spoken with Jacob 
face to face, as he communed with Abraham. A pillar in 
the place where he talked with him, a consecrated monument 
of this second interview, not in a dream as before, but in a 
waking vision. On this he pours a drink offering of wine, 
and then anoints it with oil. Here for the first time we 
meet with the libation. It is possible there was such an 
offering when Melkizedec brought forth bread and wine, 
though it is not recorded. The drink-offering is the comple¬ 
ment of the meat-offering, and both are accompaniments of 
the sacrifice which is offered on the altar. They are in them¬ 
selves expressive of gratitude and devotion. Wine and oil 
are used to denote the quickening and sanctifying power of 
the Spirit of God. Bethel. We are now familiar with the 
repetition of the naming of persons and places. This place 
was already called Bethel by Jacob himself; it is most likely 
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that Abraham applied this name to it: and for aught we 
know, some servant of the true God, under the Noachic cove¬ 
nant, may have originated the name. 

v. 16-22a. On the journey Rachel dies at the birth of 
her second son. A stretch . It was probably a few furlongs, 
v. 17. Fear not. The cause for encouragement was that the 
child was born, and that it was a son. Rachel’s desire and 
hope expressed at the birth of Joseph were therefore fulfilled 
(xxx. 24). v. 18. When her soul was departing. This 
phrase expresses not annihilation, but merely change of place. 
It presupposes the perpetual existence of the soul. Ben-oni, 
son of my pain, is the natural expression of the departing 
Rachel. Benjamin. The right hand is the seat of power. 
The son of the right hand is therefore the child of power. He 
gave power to his father, as he was his twelfth son, and so 
completed the number of the holy family, v. 19, 20 . Ephrath 
and Beth-lehem are names, the origin of which is not recorded. 
The pillar of RacheVs grave. Jacob loves the monumental 
stone. Unto this day. This might have been written ten or 
twenty years after the event, and therefore before Jacob left 
Kenaan (see on xix. 37). The grave of Rachel was well known 
in the time of Samuel (1 Sam. x. 2), and the Kubbet Rahil, 
dome or tomb of Rachel, stands perhaps on the identical spot 
about an English mile north of Beth-lehem. 

v. 21, 22. Edcr. The tower of the flock was probably a 
watch-tower where shepherds guarded their flocks by night. 
It was a mile (Jerome) or more south of Bethlehem. Here 
Reuben was guilty of the shameful deed which came to the 
knowledge of his father,'and occasions the allusion in xlix. 4. He 
was by this act degraded from his position in the holy family. 
The division of the open parashah in the text here is more in 
accordance with the sense than that of the verse. 

v. 226-31. Jacob’s return and his father’s death. The 
family of Jacob is now enumerated, because it has been com¬ 
pleted by the birth of Benjamin, In Padan-aram. This 
applies to all of them but Benjamin; an exception which the 
reader of the context can make for himself, v. 27. Jacob at 
length arrives with his whole establishment at Hebron, the 
third notable station occupied by Abraham in the land (xiii. 
18). Here also his father sojourns, v. 28, 29. The life of 



GEN. XXXV. 


4«S7 

Isaac is now closed. Joseph must have been, at the time of 
Jacob’s return, in his thirteenth year, and therefore his father 
in his hundred and fourth. Isaac was consequently in his 
hundred and sixty third year. He survived the return of 
Jacob to Hebron about seventeen years, and the sale of Joseph 
his grandson about thirteen. Esau and Jacob his sons buried 
him. Hence we learn that Esau and Jacob continued to be 
on brotherly terms from the day of their meeting at the ford 
of Jabbok. 

This chapter closes the ninth of the pieces or documents 
marked off by the phrase “ these are the generations.” Its 
opening event was the birth of Isaac (xxv. 19), which took 
place in the hundredth year of Abraham, and therefore seventy- 
five years before his death recorded in the seventh document. 
As the seventh purports to be the generations of Terah (xi. 27) 
and relates to Abraham who was his offspring, so the present 
document, containing the generations of Isaac, refers chiefly to 
the sons of Isaac, and especially to Jacob, as the heir of 
promise. Isaac as a son learned obedience to his father in 
that great typical event of his life, in which he was laid on the 
altar, and figuratively sacrificed in the ram which w*as his 
substitute. This was the great significant passage in his life, 
after which lie retires into comparative tranquillity. 


/ 



SECTION XII.—JACOB. 


LXIV. HISTORY OF ESAU.-GEN. XXXVI. 

2. Oholibamah, tent of the high place. TO, ‘Anah, 

answering. Tsib'on, dyer, coloured. 

4. Eliphaz, God of strength. tajUTi, Ke'uel, friend of 
God. 

5. tW, Je'ush, haste. D/W?, Ja'lam, hiding, nip, Qoracli, 
ice. 

11. fP'n, Teman, right-hand-man. Omar, eloquent. 

iENf, Tsepho, watch. Ga'tam, touch. Pi?, Qenaz, hunting, 

12. Timna‘, restraint. v?PV., ‘Amaleq, licking up, 
labouring. 

] 3. rin^ Nachath, going down , rest nnt, Zerach, Hsing 
(of light). Shammah, wasting. njp, Mizzah, fear, 

sprinkling. 

20. IpiS, Lotan, covering, veiled. Shobal, flowing, a 

shoot. 

21. P^, Dishon, a kind of gazelle, fat. ">W, Etser, store. 
jB’n, Dishan, threshing. 

22. 'in, Chori, troglodyte. EOT, Hemam, noise, commotion, 

23. ‘Alvan, lofty. nnao Manachath, rest. ‘Ebal, 

stripped of leaves. iBP, Shepho, bare. DJifc^ Onain, strong. 

24. Ajjah, cry, hawk. Dp?, hot springs. Not mules 
(D^B) nor giants (D'P'K). 

26. fjpn, Chemdan, pleasant. Esliban, thought ? 

Pjn\ Jithran, gain. )H3, Keran, harp ? 

27. 1^3, Bilhan, timid. tJJ?,L Za'avan, troubled ? 

Aqan, twisting. 

28. pK, Aran, wild-goat ? 
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32. ifa, Bela', devouring. "NIB, Be‘or .torch n ??T!, Dinhabah. 

33. 3ni' } Jobab, shout. Botsrah, fold, fort. 

34. Chusliam, haste. 

35. Tin Had ad. breaking , shout Tia, Bedad, separation 
JTiy, ‘Avith, hoisting. 

36. nW, Samlah, garment nft&O, Masreqah, vineyard. 

37. Shanl, asked. 

38. p r n ha, Baal-chanan, lord of grace. Tfeoy, ‘Akbor 
'mouse. 

39. Tin, Hadar, honour. *1®, Pa'ii, bleeting. hao'iiD, 
Melietab'el, 6?otZ benefiting, TEE, Hatred, push. 3nj 'd^ 

Me-zahab, wafer of gold. 

40. nrv Jetheth, a naiZ ? 

41. n ^, Elali, terebinth. fo®, Pi non, dark ? 

42. 1V30, Mibtsar, fvrti'css. 

43. Magdiel, prince of God. OTy, 'Irani, cmc or 
naked. 

1 And these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom. 
2 Esau took his wives, of the daughters of Kenaan ; 
Adah, daughter of Elon the Hittitc ; and Oholibamah, 
daughter of Anah, daughter of Zibon the Hivite ; 3 And 
Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, sister of Nebaioth. 4 And 
Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz : and Basemath bare B-euel. 
5 And Oholibamah bare Jeush, and Jalain, and Corah. 
These arc the sons of Esau, who were born unto him in 
the land of Kenaan. 6 And Esau took his wives, and 
his sons, and his daughters, and all the souls of his house, 
and his cattle, and all his beasts, and all his property, 
which he had gained in the land of Kenaan : and went 
unto a land apart from Jacob his brother. 7 For their 
gaining was more than that they might dwell together ; 
and the land of their sojournings could not bear them on 
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account of their cattle. 8 Then dwelt Esau in mount 
Seir. Esau is Edom. 

9 And these are the generations of Esau, father of 

Edom, in mount Seir. 10 These are the names of Esaus 

sons : Eliphaz, son of Adah, wife of Esau ; Reuel, son of 

Basemath, wife of Esau. 11 And the sons of Eliphaz 

• 

were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 
And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz, Esau’s son : and 
she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of 
Adah, Esau’s wife. 13 And these are the sons of Reuel, 
Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah : these w T ere 
the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14 And these are 
the sons of Oholibamah, daughter of Anah, daughter of 
Zibon, Esau’s wife; and she bare to Esau Jeush, and 
Jalam, and Corah. 

15 These were dukes of the sons of Esau ; the sons of 
Eliphaz, firstborn of Esau, duke Teman, duke Omar, duke 
Zepho, duke Kenaz, 16‘ Duke Corah, duke Gatam, duke 
Amalek : these were dukes of Eliphaz in the land of 
Edom : these are the sons of Adah. 17 And these are 
the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son ; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, 
duke Shammah, duke Mizzah ; these were dukes of Reuel 
in the land of Edom : these are the sons of Basemath, 
Esau’s wife. 18 And these are the sons of Oholibamah, 
Esau’s wife; duke Jeush, duke Jalam, duke Corah : these 
were dukes of Oholibamah, daughter of Anah, Esau’s 
wife. 19 These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom ; and 
these their dukes. § 39 

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who dwelt 
in the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibon, and Anah, 
21 And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan : these are dukes 
of the Hurite, sons of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 And 
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the sons of Lotan were Hori, and Hemam : and Lota ns 
sister was Timna. 23 And these are the sons of Shobal, 
Alvan, and Manaliath, and Ebal, Slieplio, and Onam. 24 
And these are the sons of Zibon, both Ajali and Anah : 
this is Anali who found the hot springs in the wilderness, 
as lie fed the asses of Zibon his father. 25 And these 
are the sons of Anah, Dishon ; and Oholibamali was the 
daughter of Anali. 26 And these are the sons of Dishon, 
Hemdan, and Eshban, and Itliran, and Keran. 27 And 
these are the sons of Ezer, Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Acan. 
28 These are the sons of Dislian, Uz and Aran. 29 These 
were dukes of the liorite, duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke 
Zibon, duke Anah, 30 Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke 
Dislian : these were dukes of the Horite, according to 
their dukes, in the land of Seir. ! 33 

31 And these arc the king's that reimied in the land of 
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Edom, before a king reigned over the children of Israel. 
32 And Bela, son of Boor, reigned in Edom : and the 
name of his city was Dinhabah. 33 And Bela died, and 
in his stead reigned Jobab, son of Zerali of Bozrah. 34 
And Jobab died, and in his stead reigned Husham, of the 
land of the Tcmanite. 35 And Husham died, and in liis 
stead reigned Had ad, son of Be dad, who smote Midian 
in the field of Moab ; and the name of his city was Avitk. 
36 And Hadad died, and in his stead reigned Samlah of 
Masrccah. 37 And Samlah died, and ill his stead reigned 
Saul of Rehoboth by the river. 38 And Saul died, and 
in his stead reigned Baal-hanan, son of Akbor. 39 And 
Baal-hanan, son of Akbor, died, and in his stead reigned 
Hadar, and the name of his city was Pau ; and his 
wife’s name Mehetabel, daughter of Hatred, daughter of 
Mezaliab. 
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40 And these are the names of the dukes of Esau, after 
their families, after their places, by their names, duke 
Timna, duke Alvah, duke Jetlieth, 41 Duke Oholibamah, 
duke Elah, duke Pinon, 42 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, 
duke Mibzar, 43 Duke Magdiel, duke Tram : these are 
the dukes of Edom, according to their habitations, in the 
land of their possession : this is Esau, father of Edom. 

9 m 34. 

The two documents that now remain run parallel to one 
another in point of time. They relate to the two sons of 
Isaac; and, as usual, the record of the one, who, though first 
born, falls into the ranks of heathenism, is first given briefly, 
and thus dismissed, in order to make w T ay for the more 
elaborate history of the chosen seed. The latter document 
does not terminate with the book of Genesis. We do not 
again meet with the phrase, “ and these are the generations,” 
until we come to the third chapter of Numbers, and even 
then it is only applied in a subordinate sense to the .family of 
Aaron and Moses, and the priesthood connected with them. 
Hence the latter document may be regarded as extending 
through the remaining books of the Pentateuch. The former 
may therefore be of like extent in regard to time. The last 
of the eight kings, of whom it is not said that he died, seems 
to have been the contemporary of Moses, who made applica¬ 
tion to him for leave to pass through his land. If this be so, 
it follows that the remainder of Genesis comes immediately 
from the hand of Moses ; a result which is in accordance with 
other indications that have presented themselves in the pre¬ 
vious part of this book. This interesting monument of anti¬ 
quity, from its extreme brevity, leaves many questions which 
it suggests to our minds unanswered, and in the absence of 
all other information, we must rest contented with the meagre 
notices of the race of Edom which it has furnished. And 
where we cannot ascertain the actual connexion of the events 
and individuals mentioned, we must be satisfied with any 
possible relation in which they may be placed. The notice, 
notwithstanding its brevity, we shall find to be arranged with 
admirable precision. 
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v. 1-8. This passage is introductory, and records the settle¬ 
ment of Esau with his family in Mount Scir. v. 1. Esau , 
who is Edom. This is a fact of which we were informed in 
the previous history (xxv. 25, 30). It is mentioned here, 
because the latter name gave origin to the national designa- 
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tion, namely, the Edomites or Idutnseans. The occurrence of 
this explanatory or definitive clause here and in other parts 
of this chapter throws light on the manner in which this work 
was composed. Such parenthetical explanations are some¬ 
times ascribed to the reviser or redactor of the original text. 


And to this there is no theoretic objection, provided the 
reviser be allowed to be of equal authority with the original 
author, and the explanatory addition be necessary for the 
reader of a later period, and could not have been furnished by 
the original author. Otherwise, such a mode of accounting 
for these simple clauses is unnecessary and therefore unwar¬ 
rantable. The present case the writer has already explained, 
and the latest reader requires the clause no more than the 
earliest, as lie is aware from the previous notices that Esau is 
Edom. We are thus led to regard these explanatory clauses 
as marks of an early or artless simplicity of style, and not as 
any clear or certain traces of revision. 

v. 2-5. Esau took his wives. From the word his we con¬ 
clude that this sentence does not refer to his marrying these 
wives, but to bis taking them with him when he removed 
from Kenaan. Hence the sentence, after being interrupted 
by the intervening particulars, is resumed and completed in 
the sixth verse. The date of this event is therefore some 
time after Jacob’s flight to Pad an-am in and before his return. 
The daughter of Ishmael he only married after Jacob’s de¬ 
parture, and by her he had one son who was horn in Kenaan. 
Wo, may therefore suppose that about eighteen years after 
Jacobs flight Isaac had assigned to Esau a sufficient stock of 
cattle and goods for a separate establishment, the extent of 
Esau’s portion and of that which Isaac had reserved for Jacob 
bad become so great as to demand pasture grounds widely 
removed from one another, and Esau’s former habits and bis 
last matrimonial alliances had drawn him towards Mount 
Seir. He married his first w'ives when be was forty years of 
age (xxvi. 34), and as Jacob was seventy-seven when he left 
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his home, at eighteen years after that date, Esau had been 
fifty-five years married to his two first wives, and somewhat 
less than eighteen to Ishmael’s daughter. 

Of the daughters of Kenaan. This refers to the two 
following wives mentioned in this verse, and distinguishes them 
from the third, mentioned in the following verse, who is of 
the family of Ishmael. Adah , daughter of Eton the Hittite. 
On comparing the account of his two wives whom he married 
at forty, with the present, the first, namely Judith, daughter 
of Beeri the Hittite, no longer appears either by her own 
name, that of her father, or that of her tribe. Hence we 
presume that in the course of the past forty-seven years she 
has died without male issue. This presumption is favoured 
by the circumstance that the daughter of Elon the Hittite is 
now advanced into the first place. If it seems to any one 
undesirable to make any presumption of this kind, we have 
only to say that in the absence of the connecting links in a 
historical statement like this, we must make some supposition 
to show the possibility of the events related. The pre¬ 
sumption we have made seems easier and therefore more 
likely than that the names of the individual, the father and 
the tribe, should be all different, and the order of the two 
wives reversed, and yet that the same person should be intended; 
and hence we have adopted it as a possible arrangement, 
leaving to others the preference of any other possibility that 
may be suggested. For after all it should be remembered 
that testimony only could determine what were the actual 
circumstances. She who was formerly called Basemath 
appears here with the name of Adah. At a time when proper 
names were still significant, the application of more than one 
name to the same individual was not unusual. 

OholibamaJi, daughter' of Anak, daughter of Zibon the 
Hivite. This may have been the fourth wife of Esau in the 
order of time, though she is here classed with the daughter 
of Elon, because she was of the daughters of Kenaan. “ Daughter 
of Zibon ” means his grand-daughter, by the mother’s side. 
The Hivite (x. 17). Zibon is thus distinguished from the 
Horite of the same name (v. 20). The Hivite race we have 
already met with at Shekem (xxxiv. 2). They also held four 
cities a short way north of Jerusalem of which Gihon was the 
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chief, (Jos. ix. 3, 7 , 1 7). It was easy, therefore, for Anah the 
Hovite to marry the daughter of Zibon the Hivite. Basernath, 
previously called Mahalath. 

v. 4, 5. Five sons were bom to Esau in Kenaan, of whom 
Adah and Basernath bare each one. As Oholibamah bare him 
three sous before leaving Kenaan, she must have been married 
to him four or five years before that event, perhaps on the 
death of his first wife, and in consequence of his connexion 
with the south. 

v. 6-8. The sentence that was left incomplete in v. 2 is 
now resumed and completed. His departure from Kenaan is 
ascribed to the abounding wealth of himself and his brother. 
What remained in the hands of Isaac was virtually Jacob’s, 
though he had not yet entered into formal possession of it. 
Mount Seir is the range of hills extending from the Elanitic 
gulf to the Salt sea ; the northern part of which is called 
Jebal (ViQaXr,v7j), and the southern part esh Sherali, and 
parallel to which on the west lies Wady Arabah. In this 
range is situated the celebrated rock city, Sela or Petra, 
adjacent to Mount Hor. 

v. 9-1 4. After the removal to Mount Seir the race of Esau 
is traced farther. It is remarkable that the phrase, ‘'And 
these are the generations of Esau,” is now repeated. This is 
sufficient to show us that it does not necessarily indicate 
diversity of authorship, or a very distinct piece of composition. 
Here it merely distinguishes the history of Esau’s descent in 
Mount Seir from that in Kenaan. Father of Edom. Edom 
here denotes the nation sprung from him. Eliphaz has five 
sons by his wife, and by a concubine a sixth, named Amalek, 
most probably the father of the Amalekites (xiv. 7). Timna 
was probably a very young sister of Lotan (v. 22), perhaps not 
older than her niece Oholibamah (v. 25). Eliphaz was at 
least forty-one years younger than Esau. Yet it is curious that 
the father takes the niece to wife, and the son the aunt. 
Taman is the father of the Temanites, among whom we find 
Eliphaz the Temanite mentioned in Job (ii. 11). The name 
Kenaz may indicate some affinity of Edom with the Kenizzites 
(xv. 19), though these were an older tribe. The other tribes 
are not of any note in history. Zepho is Zephi in Chronicles, 
by the change of a feeble letter. Such variations are not 
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unusual in Hebrew speech, and so make their appearance in 
writing. Thus in Genesis itself we have met with Mehujael 
and Mehijael, Peniel and Penuel (iv. ]8 ; xxxii. 30, 31). The 
sons of Esau by Oholibamah are younger thaD the other two, 
and hence these sons are not enumerated along with those of 
the latter. 

v. 15—19. The first dukes of Edom. The Alluph or duke 
is the head of the tribe among the Edomites, like the Nasi or 
prince among the Israelites. The ten grandsons of Esau by 
Adah and Basemath take rank with his three sons by Oholi¬ 
bamah. This favours the presumption that she was his fourth 
and latest wife. v. 16. Duke Corah . This appears to be 
inserted by a slip of the pen, though it occurs in the 
Sept, and Onk. It is wanting, however, in the Sam. 
It would make twelve dukes, whereas it appears from the 
closing verses of the chapter that there were only eleven. It 
is possible, however, that there may have been a Corah de¬ 
scended from Eliphaz who attained to a dukedom ; and that 
Amalek separated himself from the rest of the Edomites and 
asserted his independence. In the absence of explanatory 
testimony we must leave this point undecided as we find it. 

v. 20-30. This notice of the Horites is in matter more distinct 
from that which precedes, than the second is from the first 
paragraph in the chapter. Seir the Horite. The Horite 
(xiv. 6), was the cave-dweller, and probably got his name 
from the cave hewn out of the solid rock in which he was 
wont to dwell. Sela was a city of such excavated dwellings. 
If Seir here mentioned be the original Seir, then he is the 
remote father of the seven Horite dukes who belonged to the 
time of Esau. If he be their immediate parent, then be is 
named after that earlier Seir who gave name to the mountain 
range. Who dwelt in the land. The sons of Seir dwelt in 
this land before the coining of the Edomites, v. 22-28. Here 
follow the descendants of the then living dukes of the Horim. 
Hori y Lotan’s son, bears the name of the nation. Hemam, in 
Chronicles Honiara, by a change of letter. Tirana the concubine 
of Eliphaz (v. 12). A Ivan, and SJtepko, in Chronicles Aljan and 
Shephi, by a reverse change of the same letters (see v. 11). 
Zibon. This we suppose to be different from Zibon the 
Hivite (v. 2, 14). Anah, is of course different from his uncle 
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Anah the brother of Zibon the Horite. The hot springs in 
the wilderness. There were various hot springs in the vicinity, 
as Kallirrhoe in Wady Zurka Main, those in Wady Hemad 
between Kerak and tlie Salt sea, and those in Wady el Ahsy. 
v. 25. Sons of Anah. The plural, sons, here is used accord¬ 
ing to the general formula, though only one son is mentioned. 
Oholibamah, being the daughter of Anah, and wife of Esau, 
while Eliphaz is married to her aunt Tirana, is not likely to 
lie the grand-daughter by the mothers side of her uncle Zibon. 
This is in favour of Zibon the Hivite and Zibon the Horite 
being different individuals (v. 2). Anah is here the brother 
of Zibon. The nephew Anah (v. 24), bears the name of libs 
uncle (v. 20). Dishon is an example of the same community 
of name (v. 21). v. 2(j, 27. All Dishon’s and Ezer’s sons 
have names ending in an. Acan. (Jaacan) in 1 Chron. 
i. 41 is a graphic error for fi’Pi (and Acan), v. 28. Uz, see 
x. 23 ; xxii. 21. In v. 29, 30, the dukes are formally 
enumerated. According to their dukes, the seven officials of 
preeminent authority among the Horites. The official is here 
distinguished from the personal. This is a distinction familiar 
to Scripture. ■ 

v. 31-39. The series of eight kings here enumerated are 
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plainly elective, as not one succeeds his father. The king co¬ 
exists with the dukes, who are a^ain enumerated at the close 
of the list, and are mentioned in the song of Moses (Ex. xv. 
1 5). These dukes are no doubt the electors of the common 
sovereign, who is designed to give unity and strength to the 
nation. It is natural to suppose that no sovereign was 
elected till after the death of Esau, and, therefore, if he lived 
as long as Jacob, after the children of Israel had been seven¬ 
teen years in Egypt. As we calculate that they were 21 0 
years in that country, and 40 years afterwards in the 
wilderness, this would allow 233 (250—17) years for seven 
reigns, and a part of the eighth, during which Moses and his 
host marched along the borders of Edom. Allowing some 
interval before the first election, we have an average of 33 
years for each reign, v. 31. Before a king reigned over the 
children of Israel. This simply means before there was a 
monarchy established in Israel. It does not imply that 

2 i 
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monarchy began in Israel immediatel} r after these kings ; as 
Lot’s beholding the vale of Jordan to be well watered before 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Amorah, does not imply that 
the cities were destroyed immediately after Lot beheld this 
sight (xiii. TO). Nor does it imply that monarchy in Israel 
bad begun in the time of the writer; as Isaac’s saying, “That 
my soul may bless thee before I die ” (xxvii. 4) does not imply 
that he was dead at the time of his saying so. It merely 
implies that Israel was expected to have kings (xxxv. 11), as 
Isaac was expected to die. v. 32-39. Of the several sovereigns 
here mentioned we have no other historical notice. Beor is 
also the name of Balaam’s father (Nuin. xxii. 5). This indi¬ 
cates affinity of language between their respective tribes. 
The site of Dinhabak, the capital of Bela, though the name is 
applied to many towns, has not been ascertained, v. 33. 
Bozrah is el-Busaireh, about twenty-one miles nearly south 
of the Salt Sea. v. 34. The land of the Temaniie has its 
name from Teman, son of Eliphaz. His town was, according 
to Jerome, five miles from Petra, v. 35. Hadad is a name 
of frequent recurrence among the Aramaeans. Who smote 
Midian in the field of Moab. This records an event not 
otherwise known, and indicates external conquest on the part 
of the Idumsean state. A vith or Ajuth (1 Chron. i. 40, pro¬ 
bably a graphic error) is not otherwise known, v. 30. 
Masrecah is likewise unknown. v. 37. Rehoboth by the 
■river. If the river be the Phrat (Onk.), Rehoboth may be er- 
Rahabah, not far from the mouth of the Kliabur. Otherwise 
it may be er-Ruhaibeh on a wady joining the Silior or el- 
Arish (xxvi. 22), or the Robotha of Eusebius and Jerome, the 
site of which is not known, v. 39. Hadav is probably a 
colloquial variation of Hadad (v. 35) which is found in Chron. 
Pau or Pai is unknown. Matred is the father of his wife. 
Mezaliab her mother’s father. The death of all these 
sovereigns is recorded, except the last, who is therefore sup¬ 
posed to have been contemporary with Moses. 

v. 40-43. The hereditary dukes who were contemporaneous 
with this sovereign, and formed no doubt his council, are now' 
enumerated. Timna, once the name of a female, now appeal's 
as a male, unless we allow a duchess in her own right to have 
occurred among them. The same applies to Oholibamah. 
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Alva or Aljah is near akin to Alvan or Alian (v. 23). 
Jetheth, El all, Pinon, Mibzar, Magdiel, Irani, are new names. 
Four of the old names reappear. One is only slightly different. 
The number of dukes is eleven. It is probable that Amalek 
separated from the family confederacy ; and the number of 
tril >es may have been originally twelve. The seven Horite 
dukedoms probably merged into the Idumaean eleven. 


LXV. JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT.-GEN. XXXVIt. 

J 7. TJV Dothain, tv:o welhs? (Ges.) 

25. tragacanth or goat’s-thorn gum, yielded by the 
astragalus gummifer, a native of mount Lebanon. opobal- 
scomum, the resin of the balsam tree, growing in Gilead, and 
having healing qualities, ledum , ladanum, in the 

Septuagint araxrr,. The former is a gum produced from the 
eistus rose. The latter is a gum resembling liquid myrrh. 

36. Potiphar, belonging to the sun, 

1 And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father’s sojouru- 
ings, in the land of Kenaan. 2 These are the genera¬ 
tions of Jacob. Joseph, the son of seventeen years, was 
with his brethren feeding the flock, and he a lad with 
the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpali, his father’s 
wives ; and Joseph brought an evil report of them unto 
their father. 3 And Israel loved Joseph above all his 
sons, because he was the son of his old age : and he 
made him a coat of many colours. 4 And his brethren 
saw that their father loved him above all his brethren, 
and they hated him, and could not bid peace to him. 

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream and told his brethren: 
and they hated him yet the more. 6 And he said unto 
them, Hear now this dream which I have dreamed. 
7 And, behold, we were binding sheaves in the held, and 
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and cast him into one of the pits, and we will say, An 
evil beast hath devoured him ; and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams. 21 And Reuben heard, and 
delivered him out of their hand : and lie said, Let us not 
strike at his life. 22 And Reuben said unto them,Shed not 
blood ; cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, 
and lay no hand on him : that he might deliver him out 
of their hand, to restore him to his father. 23 And it 
came to pass when Joseph was come to his brethren, that 
they stript Joseph of his coat, the coat of many colours, 
that was on him. 24 And they took him, and cast him 
into the pit; and the. pit was empty, there was no water 
in it. 

25 And they sat down to eat bread : and they lifted 
up their eyes, and looked, and, behold, a caravan of 
Ishmaelites came from Gilead, and their camels bare spicery 
and balm and myrrh, going to carry down into Mizraim. 
2 6 And Judah said unto his brethren. What profit that 
we slay our brother and cover his blood 1 27 Come, and 
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand 
be upon him; for our brother is our flesh. And his 
brethren hearkened. 28 And there passed by Midianite 
merchants, and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of 
the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
silver-pieces : and they brought Joseph to Mizraim. 29 
And Reuben returned unto the pit'; and, behold, Joseph 
was not in the pit; and lie rent his clothes. 30 And he 
returned to his brethren and said, The lad is not, and 1, 
whither shall I go 1 

31 And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the 
goats, and dipped the coat in the blood. 32 And they 
rent the coat of many colours, and carried it to their 
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Jo, mv sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, lo, your 
sheaves stood around, and bowed down to my sheaf. 8 
And his brethren said unto Jiim, Shalt thou reign indeed 
over us ? Shalt thou have the rule over us ? And they 
Jiated him yet the more for his dreams a^nj for his words. 
9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his 
brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; 
and, lo, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed 
down to me. w 10 And fie told his father and his brethren: 
and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, "VVhat is 
this dream thou hast dreamed % Shall I and thy mother 
and thy brethren come indeed to bow down to thee to 
the earth ? 11 And his brethren envied him, and his 

father observed the saying. 

\ 

12 And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock 
in Shekem. 13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Are not 
thy brethren herding in Shekem ? Come, and I will 
send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am 
I. 14 And he said to him, Go now, see that it is well 
with thy brethren and well with the flock; and bring me 
back word. And he sent him out of the dale of Hebron, 
and he went to Shekem. 15 And a man found him, and 
lo, he was wandering in the field : and the man asked 
him saying, What seekest thou ? 16 And he said, My 

brethren seek I: tell me now where thev arc herding. 
17 And the man said, They have set out hence; for I 
heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went 
after his brethren and found them in Dothan. 

18 And they saw him afar off: and before he came 
near unto them, they plotted against him to kill him. 
19 And they said one to another, Behold, this master of 
dreams cometh, 20 And now come, and let us slay him 
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father, and said, This we have found : know now whether 
it be thy son’s coat or not. 33 And he knew it, and said. 
It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath devoured him : 
torn, torn in pieces is Joseph. 34 And Jacob rent his 
garments, and put sackcloth on his loins, and mourned 
for his son many days. 35 Then arose all his sons and 
all his daughters to comfort him ; and he refused to be 
comforted, and said, For I will go down • to my son 
mourning to the grave. And his father wept for him. 
36 And the Midianites sold him into Mizraim unto 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharoh, captain of the guards. 

IF 35. 

The sketch of the race of Edom, given in the preceding 
piece, we have seen, reaches down to the time of Moses. 
Accordingly, the history of Jacob's seed, which is brought be¬ 
fore us in the present document, reverts to a point of time, 
not only before the close of that piece, but before the final 
record of that which precedes it. .The thread of the narrative 
is here taken up from the return of Jacob to Hebron, which 
was seventeen years before the death of Isaac. 

v. 1-5. Joseph is the favourite of his father, but not of his 
brethren. In the land of his father's sojournings. This 
contrasts Jacob with Esau, who removed to mount Seir. This 
notice precedes the phrase, “ These are the generations.” The 
corresponding sentence in v the case of Isaac is placed at the 
end of the preceding section of the narrative (xxv. II). The 
son of seventeen years , in his seventeenth year (v. 32). The 
sons of Bilhah. The sons of the handmaids were nearer his 
own age, and perhaps more tolerant of the favourite than the 
sons of Leah the free wife. Benjamin at this time was about 
four years of age. An evil report of them. The unsophisti¬ 
cated child of home is prompt in the disapproval of evil, and 
frank in the avowal of his feelings. What the evil was we 
are not informed; but Jacob’s full-grown sons were now far 
from the paternal eye, and prone, as it seems, to give Avay to 
temptation. Many scandals come out to view in the chosen 
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family. Loved Joseph. He was the son of his best-loved 
wife, and of his old age ; as Benjamin has not yet come into 
much notice. A coat of many colours. This was a coat 
reaching to the hands and feet, worn by persons not much 
occupied with manual labour, according to the general opinion. 
It was, we conceive, variegated either by the loom or the 
needle, and is therefore well rendered yjrm rrotyitXog, a motley 
coat. Could not hid peace to him. The partiality of his 
father, exhibited in so weak a manner, provokes the anger of 
his brothers, who cannot bid him good day, or greet him in 
the ordinary terms of good-will. 

v. 5-11. Joseph’s dreams excite the jealousy of his brothers, 
v. 5-8. His frankness in reciting his dream to his brothers 
marks a spirit devoid of guile, and only dimly conscious of 
the import of his nightly visions. The first dream represents 
by a figure the humble submission of all his brothers to him, 
as they rightly interpret it. For his dreams and for his 
words. The meaning of this dream was offensive enough, and 
his telling of it rendered it even more disagreeable, v. 9-11. 
A second dream is given to express the certainty of the event 
(xli. 82). The former serves to interpret the latter. There 
the sheaves are connected with the brothers who bound them, 
and thereby indicate the parties. The eleven stars are not 
so connected with them. But here Joseph is introduced 
directly without a figure, and the number eleven, taken along 
with the eleven sheaves of the former dream, makes the 
application to the brothers plain. The sun and moon clearly 
point out the father and mother. The mother is to be taken, 
we conceive, in the abstract, without nicely inquiring whether 
it means the departed Rachel, or the probably still living 
Leah. Not even the latter seems to have lived to see the 
fulfilment of this prophetic dream (xlix. 31). The second 
dream only aggravated the hatred of his brothers ; but his 
father, while rebuking him for his speeches, yet marked the 
saying. The rebuke seems to imply that the dream, or the 
telling of it, appears to his father to indicate the lurking of a 
self-sufficient or ambitious spirit within the breast- of the 
youthful Joseph. The twofold intimation, however, came 
from a higher source. 

v. 12-17. Joseph is sent to Dothaa Shekem belonged to 
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Jacob, part of it by purchase, and the rest by conquest. 
Joseph is sent to inquire of their welfare (ofe, peace, v. 4). 
With obedient promptness the youth goes to Shekem, where 
lie learns that they had removed to Dothan, a town about 
twelve miles due north of Shekem. 

v. 18-24. His brothers cast him into a pit. This master 
of dreams , an eastern phrase for a dreamer. Let us slay 
him. They had a foreboding that his dreams might prove 
true, and that he would become their arbitrary master. This 
thought at all events would abate somewhat of the barbarity 
of their designs. It is implied in the closing sentence of their 
proposal. Reuben dissuades them from the act of murder, 
and advises merely to cast him into the pit, to which they 
consent. He had a more tender heart, and perhaps a more 
tender conscience than the rest, and intended to send Joseph 
back safe to his father. He doubtless took care to choose a 
pit that was without water. 

v. 25-30. Reuben rends his clothes when he finds Joseph 
gone. To eat bread. This shows the cold and heartless 
cruelty of their deed. A caravan , a company of travelling 
merchants. Ishmaelites. Ishmael left his father’s house 
when about fourteen or fifteen years of age. His mother took 
him a wife probably when he was eighteen, or twenty at the 
farthest. He had arrived at the latter age about 162 years 
before the date of the present occurrence. He had twelve 
sons (xxv. 13-15), and if we allow only four other genera¬ 
tions, and a fivefold increase, there will be about 15,000 in 
the fifth generation. Came from Gilead , celebrated for its 
balm (Jer. viii. 22 ; xlvi. 1 1). The caravan road from 
Damascus to Egypt touches upon the land of Gilead, goes 
through Beth-shean, and passes by Dothan. Spicery. This 
gum is called tragacanth, or goats-thorn gum, because it was 
supposed to be obtained from this plant. Balm, or balsam, an 
aromatic substance obtained from a plant of the genus Amyris, 
a native of Gilead. Myrrh is the name of a gum exuding 
from the balsamodendron myrrha, growing in Arabia Felix. 
Lot , however, is supposed to be the resinous juice of the cistus 
or rock-rose, a plant growing in Crete and Syria. Judah, re¬ 
lenting, and revolting perhaps from the crime of fratricide, 
proposes to sell Joseph to the merchants. Midianites and 
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Medanites (v. 36) are mere variations apparently of the same 
name. They seem to liave been the actual purchasers, though 
the caravan takes its name from the Ishmaelites, who formed 
by far the larger portion of it. Midian and Medan were both 
sons of Abraham, and during 125 years must have increased 
to a small clan. Thus Joseph is sold to the descendants of 
Abraham. Twenty silver 'pieces, probably shekels. This is 
the rate at which Moses estimates a male from five to twenty 
years old (Lev. xxvii. 5). A man-servant was valued by him 
at thirty shekels (Ex. xxi. 32). Reuben finding Joseph gone, 
rends his clothes, in token of anguish of mind for the loss of 
his brother and the grief of his father. 

v. 31-36. The brothers contrive to conceal their crime; 
and Joseph is sold into Egypt. Torn , torn in pieces is Joseph. 
The sight of the bloody coat convinces Jacob at once that 
Joseph has been devoured by a wild beast. All his daughters. 
Only one daughter of Jacob is mentioned by name. These 
are probably his daughters in law. To (he grave. Sheol is 
the place to which the soul departs at death. It is so called 
from its ever craving, or being empty. Minister. This word 
originally means eunuch, and then generally, any officer about 
the court or person of the Sovereign. Captain of the guards. 
The guards are the executioners of the sentences passed by 
the sovereign on culprits, which were often arbitrary, sum¬ 
mary, and extremely severe. It is manifest, from this dark 
chapter, that the power of sin has not been extinguished in 
the family of Jacob.. The name of God does not appear, and 
his hand is at present only dimly seen among the wicked de¬ 
signs, deeds, and devices of these unnatural brothers. Never¬ 
theless, his counsel of mercy standeth sure, and fixed is his 
purpose to bring salvation to the whole race of man, by 
means of his special covenant with Abraham. 


LXVI. THE FAMILY OF JUDAH.-GEN. XXXVIII. 

1. ‘Adullam, righteousness. 

Chirah, nobility ? 

2. WtP Shua‘, luck, riches, cry. 
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3. *\V ‘Er, vjatching. 

4. piK Onan, strong. 

5. nfe Shelah, request ? rest 
HTS Kezib, falsehood. 

6. Tamar, palm. 

1 2. Timnali, counted or assigned. 

1 4. DW ‘Enaim, two fountains. 

29. Perets, breach. 

1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went 
down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adul- 
lamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 And Judah saw there 
a daughter of a certain Kenaanite, whose name was Shua; 
and he took her and went in unto her. 3 And she con¬ 
ceived and bare a son ; and he called his name Er. 4 
And she conceived again and bare a son ; and she called 
his name Onan. 5 And she added again and bare a son, 
and called his name Shelah : and it was at Kezib, that 
she bare him. 6. And Judah took a wife for Er his first¬ 
born, whose name was Tamar. 7 And Er, Judahs first¬ 
born, was evil in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord 
killed him. 8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto 
thy brother s wife, and be a husband to her, and raise up 
seed to thy brother. 9 And Onan knew that the seed 
should not be his ; and it came to pass, if he went in unto 
his brother s wife, that he spilt it on the ground, lest he 
should give seed to his brother. 10 And that which he 
did was evil in the eyes of the Lord, and he killed him 
also. 11 And Judah said to Tamar his daughter in law, 
Dwell a widow in thy fathers house, till Shelah my son 
be grown. For he said, Lest lie also die, as his brethren. 
And Tamar went and dwelt in her fathers house. 

12 And many were the days, and Sima’s daughter, 
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■wife of Judah, died ; and Judah was comforted, and went 
up unto his sheep-shearers, he and Hirali his friend the 
Adullamite, to Timnali. 13 And it was told Tamar, 
saying. Behold thy father in law goetli up to Timnali to 
shear his sheep. 14 And she put the garments of her 
widowhood off' her, and put on a veil, and wrapped her¬ 
self up, and sat at the gate of Enaim, which is on the 
way to Timnali: for she saw that Shelah was grown, and 
she was not given to him to wife. 15 And Judah saw 
her, and thought her to he a harlot, because she had 
covered her face. 16 And lie turned unto her by the 
way, and said, Pray now, let me come in unto thee. For 
he knew not that she was his daughter in law: And she 
said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayst come in 
unto me % 17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from 

the flock. And she said, If thou wilt give me a pledge, 
till thou send it. 18 And he said, What pledge shall I 
give thee ? And she said, Thy signet, and thy lace, and 
thy staff that is in thy hand. And he gave her them, 
and went in unto her, and she conceived by him. 19 
And she arose, and went, and took her veil off her, and 
put on the garments of her widowhood. 20 And Judah 
sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite; 
to receive the pledge from the woman’s hand; and hi* 
found her not. 21 And he asked the men of her place, 
saying. Where is the courtesan that was in Enaim by the 
way ? And they said, There was no courtesan here. 22 
And he returned to Judah, and said, I found her not'; 
and also the men of her place said, There was no courte¬ 
san here. 23 And Judah said, Let her take them, lest 
we he shamed ; behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not 
found her. 
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24 And it came to pass, after three months, that it 
was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath 
played the harlot ; and also, behold she is with child by 
whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let 
her be burnt. 25 She was brought forth, and she sent 
to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose these are, 
am I with child. And she said, Discern now, whose 
are these, the signet, and the laces, and the staff 26* 
And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been 
more righteous than I; for therefore I gave her not to 
Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more. 27 
And it came to pass in the time of her bearing, that, be¬ 
hold, twins were in her womb. 28 And it came to pass 
in her bearing, that one put forth a hand; and the mid¬ 
wife took and bound on his hand a scarlet thread, saying, 
This came out first. 29 And it came to pass, as he drew 
back his hand, that, behold his brother came out: and 
she said, How hast thou made for thee a breach 1 And 
she called his name Perez. 30 And afterwards came out 
his brother, that had on his hand the scarlet thread : and 
his name was called Zerali. § 40 

This strange narrative is an episode in the history of 
Joseph ; but an integral part of the “ generations ” of Jacob. 
It is loosely dated with the phrase “ at that time/' This does 
not indicate a sequel to the preceding record, the proper phrase 
for which is “after these things’' xxii. 1). 

It implies rather a train of events that commenced at 
least in the past, some time before the closing incident of 
the previous narrative (xxi. 22). But the sale of Joseph, 
which alone is recorded in the last chapter, only occupied 
some few weeks or months of a year. Hence the circum¬ 
stances contained in this memoir of Judatrs family must 
have taken their rise before that event. The date, “ at 
that time,” is rendered indefinite also by being attached to 
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the phrase, " And it came to pass,” which covers at least all 
the events in the first eleven verses of the chapter. All this 
is in accordance with the customary mode of arranging par¬ 
allel lines of events in Hebrew narrative. We shall see 
reason afterwards for placing the birth of Er at as early a 
date as possible in the life of Judah (xlvi. 12). Now Judah, 
we conceive, was born when his father was 87, and Joseph 
when he was 01, and hence there is a difference of about four 
years in their ages. We suppose Er to have been born in 
Judah’s fourteenth year, when Joseph and Dinah were in their 
tenth, and therefore about three years before the rape of Dinah, 
and shortly after Jacob arrived at the town of Shekem. The 
dishonour of Dinah and the cruel treatment of Joseph, being of 
essential moment in the process of things, had to be recorded in 
the main line of events. The commencement of Judah’s family, 
having no particular influence on the current of the history, is 
fitly reserved till the whole of the circumstances could be brought 
together into a connected narrative. And the private history 
of Judah’s line is given, while that of the others is omitted, 
simply because from him the promised seed is descended. As 
soon as Jacob is settled in the promised land, the intercourse 
with Hebron and its neighbourhood seems to have commenced. 
A clear proof of this is the presence of Deborah, Rebekah’s 
nurse, in Jacob’s family (xxxv. 8). The great through fare from 
Damascus to Egypt, runs through Shekem and Hebron, and 
we know that when Jacob was residing at Hebron, his sons 
fed their flocks at Shekem and Dothan, and the youthful 
Joseph was sent to inquire after their welfare. 

v. 1-11. Judah marries and has three sons. Went down 
from his brethren. This seems to have beeu an act of wilful 
indiscretion in Judah. His separation from his brethren, 
however, extends only to the matter of his new connexion. 
In regard to property and employment there seems to have 
been no long or entire separation, till they went down into 
Egypt. He went down from the high grounds about Shekem 
to the lowlands in which Adullam was situated (Jos. xv. 
38-35). A certain Adullamite, He may have become 
acquainted with this Hirah, when visiting his grand-father, or 
in some of the caravans which were constantly passing Shekem. 
or even in the ordinary wanderings of the pastoral life. 
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Adullam was in the Shephelah or lowland of Judah bordering 
on Philistia proper. A certain Kenaanite. This connexion 
with Sliuas daughter was contrary to the will of God and 
the example of his fathers. Onan was born, we conceive, 
in Judah’s fifteenth year, and Slielah in his sixteenth. 

At Kezib . This appears the same as Akzib, which is 
associated with Keilah and Mareshah (Jos. xv. 44?), and 
therefore lay in the south of the lowland of Judah. This note 
of place indicates a change of residence since her other child¬ 
ren were bom. In the year after this birth the dishonour 
of Dinah takes place, v. 6. Took a wife for Er. Judah 
chose a wife for himself at an early age, and now he chooses 
for his first born at the same age. Was evil in the eyes of 
the Lord. The God of covenant is obliged to cut off Er for 
his wickedness in the prime of life. We are not made 
acquainted with his crime ; but it could scarcely be more vile 
and unnatural than that for which his brother Onan is also 
visited with death. And be a husband to her. The original 
word means to act as a husband to the widow of a deceased 
brother who has left no issue. Onan seems to have been 
prompted to commit his crime by the low motive of turning 
the whole inheritance to his own house. At the time of 
Ers death Judah must have been in his twenty-seventh year, 
Joseph was consequently in his twenty-third, and Jacob had 
for ten years past had his head quarters at Hebron. Hence 
the intercourse with Timnah, Adullam and Enaim was easy. 

v. 12-23. Judah now comes into criminal, and, though 
unknown to him, incestuous intercourse with Tamar. And 
many were the days , a year or somewhat more. To Timnah. 
This town is about twenty miles north we9t of Hebron. 
There is another, however, in the hills about seven miles south 
of Hebron. Put on a veil, to conceal her face from Judah, or 
any other beholder. The gate of Enaim. This is supposed 
to be the same as Enam (Jos. xv. 34). And thy lace. This 
is the cord by which the signet was suspended round his 
neck. Courtesan. The original word plBnp) means one 
consecrated to the worship of Ashtoreth, in which chastity is 
sacrificed. 

v. 24-30. Tamar bears Perez and Zerah to Judah. After 
three months her pregnancy was manifest. Let her be burnt. 
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It is manifest Judah had the power to execute this punish¬ 
ment. The life of the widow of his son was in his hands. 
Stoning was the mode of punishment by the law of Moses 
(Deut. xxii. '20-24). Burning only in aggravated cases (Lev. 
xx. 14 ; xxi. 0). He is a severe judge in a case where he is 
equally criminal. She hath been more righteous than I. 
Tamar was less culpable in this matter than Judah. For he 
was moved by lust to commit fornication, and was the indirect 
occasion of Tamar’s conduct by withholding Selah. But 
Tamar, though wronged, was Hot free from blame in her mode 
of righting herself. The youthful indiscretion of Judah in 
forming an intermarriage witli a Cauaanitish family, without 
the concurrence of his brothers or his father, has been fruitful 
of crime. If this intercourse go on, the chosen family will 
be speedily absorbed in the surrounding heathenism. Hence 
we begin to see the necessity of an immediate removal to 
another land, where they may be kept more distinct from the 
native superstition. By the disclosure of Tamar Judah is 
brought to acknowledgment of his fault, and, we may infer, to 
repentance. His abstaining from all further intercourse with 
her may be accepted as a proof of this. A scarlet thread. 
The right of primogeniture here manifests its importance. 
Perez , a breach. Slight incidents become the foundation of 
names, and are often the hinges on which great events turn. 
The minutest circumstances connected with the progenitors 
of the promised seed have a lasting interest. 

Judah was at the close of his twenty-ninth year, when 
Pevaz and Zcrah were born. The dates in his family history 
may be arranged as underneath, on the supposition that the 
first ehild was born when the father was in his fourteenth 
year. This hypothesis is fairly allowable when w r e take into 
consideration not only other cases, but the early wilfulness of 
Judah, and the example he gave to his children. The com¬ 
mand also to be fruitful and multiply (xxxv. 11), which was 
given specially to Jacob, may have had a tendency to en¬ 
courage early marriages. It is certain that the Jewish Rabbis 
considered a man to have transgressed a Divine precept who 
passed the age of twenty without being married. They also 
fixed the marriageable age for males at thirteen years and a 
day. King Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah, when he was 
not more than twelve (2 Kings xvi. 2 ; xviii. 2); and King 
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Josiah, the father of Jehoiakim, when fourteen years of age 
(2 Kings xxii. 1 ; xxiii. 36). 


Judah 13 years 6 months when Er was born. 


33 

14 

» 


3 » 

when Onan was born. 

33 

15 

33 

3 

33 

when Shelah was born. 

33 

28 

3 ) 

9 

33 

when Perez was born, 

33 

42 

33 

3 

33 

when Hezron bom to Perez. 

33 

43 

33 

2 

31 

when Hamul born. 


LXVII. JOSEPH IN POTIPHAR’S HOUSE.-GEN. XXXIX. 

1 And Joseph was brought clown to Mizraim; and 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharoh, captain of the guards, a 
Mizrite, bought him of the hand of the Ishmaelites, who 
brought him down thither. And the Lord was with 
Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the 
house of his master the Mizrite. 3 And his master saw 
that the Lord was with him, and all that he did the 
Lord made to prosper in his hand. 4 And Joseph found 
favour in his eyes, and he served him: and he set him 
over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 
5 And it came to pass, from the time that he set him 
over his house, and over all that he had, that the Lord 
blessed the Mizrite s house for Joseph s sake ; and the 
blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, 
and in the field. 6 And he left all that he had in Joseph’s 
hand ; and he knew not aught with him, save the bread 
which he did eat. And Joseph was beautiful in form 
and look. 

7 And it came to pass after these things, that his 
master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph : and she said, 
Lie with me. 8 And he refused and said unto his 
master’s wife, Behold my master knoweth not what is 
with me in the house, and all that he hath he hath put 
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into my hand. 9 There is none greater in this house 
than I, and he hath not kept back from me aught but 
thee, because thou art his wife : and how can I do this 
great evil, and sin against God? 10 And it came to 
pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he heark¬ 
ened not unto her, to lie by her, to be with her. 

11 And it came to pass at this day, that he went into 
the house to do his business; and there was none of the 
men of the house there within. 12 And she caught him 
by his garment, saying, Lie with me : and he left his 
garment in her hand, and fled, and came out of the house. 
13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left 
his garment in her hand, and fled out of the house, 14 
That she called unto the men of her house, and said unto 
them, saying, See, he hath brought in to us a Hebrew to 
mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I eried 
with a loud voice. 15 And it came to pass when he 
heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left 
his garment by me, and fled, and went out of the house. 
16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his master 
came home. 17 And she spake unto him according to 
these words, saying, the Hebrew servant, whom thou hast 
brought in to us, came in unto me to mock me. 18 And 
it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he 
left his garment by me, and fled out of the house. 

19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the 

words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, 

After this manner did thy servant unto me, that his wrath 

was kindled. 20 And Josephs master took him, and put 

him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners 

were bound : and he was there in the prison. 21 And 

the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and 

2 k 
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gave him favour in the eyes of the keeper of the prison. 
22 And the keeper of the prison put into Joseph’s hand 
all the prisoners that were in the prison ; and of all that 
they did there he was the doer. 23 The keeper of the 
prison looked not to aught in his hand, because the Lord 
was with him, and that which he did the Lord made to 
prosper. IF 36. 

According to our reckoning, Perez and Zerah were born 
when Judah was in his twenty-eighth year, and therefore 
Joseph in his twenty-fourth. Here, then, we go back seven 
years to resume the story of Joseph. 

v. 1-6. Joseph fares well with his first master. Potiphar. 
This is a recapitulation of the narrative in ch. xxxvii. The 
Lord , the God of covenant is with Joseph. In the house. 
Joseph was a.domestic servant. And his master saw. The 
prosperity that attended all Joseph’s doings was so striking 
as to show that the Lord was with him. Set him over ; made 
him overseer of all that was in his house. The Lord blessed 
the Mizrite's house. He blesses those who bless his own 
(xii. 3). Beautiful in form and look (xxix. 17). This pre¬ 
pares the way for the following occurrence. 

v. 7-10. Joseph resists the daily solicitations of his master’s 
wife, to lie with her. None greater in this house than I. 
He pleads the unreserved trust his master had reposed in him. 
He is bound by the law of honour, the law of chastity (this 
great evil), and the law of piety (sin against God). Joseph 
uses the common name of God in addressing this Egyptian. 
He could employ no higher pleas' than the above. 

v. 11-18. At this day, the day on which the occurrence 
now to be related took place. . To do his business. He does 
not come in her way except at the call of duty. He hath 
brought i/n, she either does not condescend, or does not need 
to name her husband. A Hebrew to mock us. Her disap¬ 
pointment now provokes her to falsehood, as the means of 
concealment and revenge. A Hebrew is still the only national 
designation proper to Joseph (xiv. 13). Jacob’s descendants 
had not got beyond the family. The term Israelite was there- 
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fore not yet in use. The national name is designedly used as 
a term of,reproach among the Egyptians (xliii. 32). To mock 
us, to take improper liberties, not only with me, but with any 
of the females in the house. I cried with a loud voice . 
This is intended to be the proof of her innocence (Deut. 
xxii. 2d, 27). Left his garments by me, not in her hand, which 
would have been suspicious. 

v. 19-23. Her husband believes her story, and naturally 
resents the supposed unfaithfulness of his slave. His treatment 
of him is mild. He puts him in ward, probably to stand his tiial 
for the offence. The Lord does not forsake the prisoner. He 
gives him favour with the governor of the jail. The same 
unlimited trust is placed in him by the governor, as by his 
late master. 


LXVIII. JOSEPH IN PRISON.-GEN. XL. 

1 And it came to pass after these things, that the butler 
of the king of Mizraim and the baker had sinned against 
their master, the king of Mizraim. 2 And Pharoh was 
wroth against two of his officers, against the chief butler 
and against the chief baker. 3 And he put them in ward, 
in the house of the captain of the guards, in the prison, 
the place where Joseph was bound. 4 And the captain of 
the guards charged Joseph with them, and he ministered 
to them, and they were some days in ward. 

5 And they dreamed a dream, both of them, each his 
dream in one night, each according to the interpretation 
of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of 
Mizraim, who were bound in the prison. 6 And Joseph 
went in to them in the morning, and looked upon them, 
and, behold, they were sad. 7 And he asked Pharoh’s 
officers that were with him in the ward of his master's 
house, saying, Why are your faces bad to-day ? 8 And 
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they said unto him, A dream have we dreamed, and there 

is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them. 

Do not interpretations belong to God ? Tell them now 

* 

to me. 

9 And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and 
said unto him, I was in my dream, and, behold, a vine 
was before me. 10 And in the vine three branches : and 
as it budded, its blossom shot up, and the clusters thereof 
yielded ripe grapes. 11 And Pharoh’s cup was in my 
hand : and I took the grapes, and pressed them into 
Pharoh’s cup, and gave the cup into Pharoh’s hand. 12 
And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of 
it : the three branches are three days. 13 In yet three 
days shall Pharoh lift up thy head and restore thee unto 
thy place : and thou shalt give Pharoh s cup into his 
hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler. 
14 But remember me when it shall be well with thee, and 
show unto me kindness, and mention me unto Pharoh, 
and bring me out of this house. 15 For stolen, stolen 
was I from the land of the Hebrews, and also here I have 
not done aught that they should put me into the pit. 

16 And the chief baker saw that the interpretation was 
good, and he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, 
and, behold, three baskets of white bread on my head. 17 
And in the uppermost basket all manner of baked meats 
for Pharoh ; and the birds did eat them out of the basket 
on my head. 18 And Joseph answered and said, This is 
the interpretation thereof: the three baskets axe three 
days. 19 In yet three days shall Pharoh lift up thy head 
from upon thee, and shall hang thee on a tree : and the 
birds shall eat thy flesh from upon thee. 

20 And it came to pass on the third day, the birthday 
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of Phoroh, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and 
he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief 
baker among his servants. 21 And he restored the chief 
butler to his butlership; and he gave the cup into 
Pharoli s hand. 22 And the chief baker he hanged : as 
Joseph had interpreted to them. 23 And the chief 
butler remembered not Joseph, and forgot him. 

10 fff 37. 

An unmurmuring patience and an unhesitating hopefulness 
keep the breast of Joseph in calm tranquillity. There is a God 
above, and that God is with him. His soul swerves not from 
this feeling. Meanwhile new and distinguished prisoners are 
introduced into his place of confinement. 

v. 1-4. The cl lief butler and chief baker, high officials in 
Pharoli’s court, come under the displeasure of their sovereign. 
In the house of the captain of the guards. It appears that 
this officers establishment contained the keep, in which Joseph 
and these criminals were confined. Charged Joseph with them. 
As Joseph was his slave, and these were state prisoners, he 
appointed him to wait upon them. It is probable that 
Joseph’s character had been somewhat re-established with him 
during his residence in the prison. 

v. 5-8. These prisoners dream, each according to the inter¬ 
pretation of his dream, the imagery of which was fitted to 
indicate his future fate. They were sad , anxious to know 
the meaning of these impressive dreams. Why are your faces 
bad to-day ? Joseph keeps up his character of frank composure. 
Do 4 lot interpretations belong to God ? In his past history 
he had learned that dreams themselves come from God. And 
when lie adds, Tell them now to me, he intimates that God 
would enable him to interpret their dreams. Here again he 
uses the general name of God, which was common to him 
with the heathen. 

v. 9-15. The chief butler now recites his dream. Pressed 
them into Pharok’s cup. The imagery of the dream is not 
intended to intimate that Pharoh drank only the fresh juice 
of the grape. It only expresses by a natural figure the source 
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of wine, and possibly the duty of the chief butler to under¬ 
stand and superintend the whole process of its formation. 
Egypt was not only a corn but a vine country. The inter¬ 
pretation of this dream was very obvious and natural. Yet 
not without a Divine intimation could it be known that the 
three branches were three days. Joseph, in the quiet con¬ 
fidence that his interpretation would prove correct, begs the 
chief butler to remember him and endeavour to procure his 
release. Stolen, stolen was I. He assures him that he was 
not a criminal, and that his enslavement was an act of wrong¬ 
ful violence, a robbery by the strong hand. From the land of 
the Hebrews ; a very remarkable expression, as it strongly 
favours the presumption that the Hebrews inhabited the 
country before Kenaan took possession of it. I have not 
done aught. Joseph pleads innocence, and claims liberation 
not as an unmerited favour but as a right. The pit. The 
pit without water seems to have been the primitive place of 
confinement for culprits. 

v. 16-19. The chief baker is encouraged by this interpre¬ 
tation to tell his dream. I also. He anticipates a favourable 
answer from the remarkable likeness of the dreams. On my 
head. It appears from the monuments of Egypt that it was 
the custom for men to carry articles on their heads. All 
manner of baked meats were also characteristic of a corn 
country. Lift up thy head from upon thee. This part of the 
interpretation proves its Divine origin.. And hang thee, thy 
body after being beheaded This was a constant warning to 
all beholders. 

v. 20-23. The interpretations prove correct. The birthday 
of Pharoh. It is natural and proper for men to celebrate 
with thanksgiving the day of their birth, as life is a pure and 
positive blessing. The benign Creator gives only a happy and 
precious form of existence to those whom he endows with the 
capacity of estimating its value. A birthday feast cannot be 
without a chief butler and a chief baker, and hence the case 
of these criminals must be promptly decided. Lifted up the 
head, a phrase of double meaning. The chief butler remem¬ 
bers not Joseph. This is a case of frequent occurrence in 
this nether world. But there is One above who does not 
forget him. He will deliver him at the proper time. 
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LXIX. JOSEPH EXALTED.-GEN. XLI. 

1. river, canal, mostly applied to the Nile. Some 

K 

suppose the word to be Coptic. 

2. Sedge, reed-grass, marsh-grass. This word is 
probably Coptic. 

8. Q'ppnn y^rai, isooypccfL/LursTs, sacred scribes, hiero¬ 
glyphs. stylus, a graving tool. 

43. bend the knee. In this sense it is put for 
imp. hiph. of ^3. Those who take the word to be Coptic 
render it variously, bow all, bow the head, cast thyself down. 

45. n;)i?5 roDV Tsaphenath-pa'neach, in the Septuagint 
■^ovQofLpavrjZ'. Revelator occxdti, Kimchi. This is founded on 
an attempted Hebrew derivation. 2« rr,o x6c;lou in Oxf. MS., 
servator mundi, Jerome. These point to a Coptic origin. 
Recent Egyptologists give P-sont-em-ph-anh. Th e-sal vation- 
of-the-life or world. This is a high flowing title in keeping 
with Eastern phraseology. 

J13DX Asenath, perhaps belonging to Neith, or worship¬ 
per of Neith, a goddess corresponding to Athene of the Greeks. 

jna 'pis Potiphera', seems to be a variation of "iS'piB 

Potipliar (xxxvii. 30). 

jK or jix On = Oein, light, sun; on the monuments 
ta-ra house of the sun, ttw rvp (Jer. xliii. 13), Heliopolis, 
north of Memphis, on the east bank of the Nile. 

51. nrpo Menasheli, causing to forget . 

52. ctidk Ephraim, double fruit 

1 And it came to pass at the end of two years of days, 
that Pharoli dreamed, and lo, he stood by the river. 2 
And, behold, from the river came up seven kine, fine- 
looking’ and fat-fleshed ; and they fed on the green. 3 
And behold seven other kine came up after them from 
the river, ill-looking and lean fleshed; and stood by the 
other kine on the bank of the river. 4 And the ill-look- 
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ing and lean-fleshed kine did eat up the seven fine- 
lookincr and fat kine. And Pharoh awoke. 5 And he 

O 

slept, and dreamed a second time : and, behold, seven 
ears of corn came up on one stalk, rank and good. 6 
And behold seven ears, thin and blasted with the east 
wind sprang up after them. 7 And the thin ears 
devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharoh 
awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. 8 And it came to 
pass in the morning, that his spirit was troubled ; and 
he sent and called for all the scribes of Mizraim, and all 
the sages thereof: and Pharoh told them his dream; and 
no one interpreted them to Pharoh. 

9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharoh, saying, My 
sins do I remember this day. 10 Pharoh was wroth with 
his servants : and he put me in ward in the house of the 
captain of the guards, me and the chief baker. 11 And 
we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he: each accord¬ 
ing to the interpretation of his dream dreamed we. 12 
And there with us was a Hebrew lad, servant to the 
captain of the guards ; and we told him, and he inter¬ 
preted to us our dreams : to each according to his dream 
he interpreted. 13 And it came to pass that, as he 
interpreted to us, so it was : me he restored to my office, 
and him he hanged. 

14 Then sent Pharoh and called Joseph, and they 
brought him hastily out of the pit: and he shaved, and 
changed his garments, and went in unto Pharoh. 15 And 
Pharoh said unto Joseph, A dream have 1 dreamed, and 
no one can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, 
thou canst hear a dream to interpret it. 16 And Joseph 
answered Pharoh, saying, Not I: God shall answer to the 
peace of Pharoh. 17 And Pharoh spake unto Joseph, I 
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was in my dream, and, behold, I stood upon the bank of 
the river. 18 And, behold, from the river came up seven 
kine, fat-fleshed and fine in form : and they fed on the 
green. 19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after 
them, poor and very ill-formed and lean-fleshed : I have 
seen none like them in all the land of Mizraim for bad¬ 
ness. 20 And the lean and bad kine did eat up the first 
seven fat kine. 21 And they went into them, and it 
could not be known that they had gone into them ; and 
their look was bad, as at the beginning: and I awoke. 
22 And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came 
up on one stalk, full and good. 23 And, behold, seven 
ears, withered, thin, blasted with the east wind, sprang 
up after them. 24 And the thin ears devoured the seven 
good ears : and I told the scribes, and no one showed it 
to me. 

25 And Joseph said unto Pharoh. The dream of Pliaroh 
is one : what the God is about to do hath he shown to 
Pharoh. 26 The seven good kine are seven years ; and 
the seven good ears are seven years: it is one dream. 
27 And the seven thin and bad kine coming up after them 
are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with 
the east wind : they shall be seven years of famine. 28 
This is the word that I have spoken unto Pharoh : what 
the God is about to do, he hath shown Pharoh. 29 Be¬ 
hold, seven years come of great plenty in all the land of 
Mizraim. 30 Then shall arise seven years of famine after 
them, and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of 
Mizraim : and the famine shall consume the land. 31 
And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason 
of that famine afterwards : for it shall be very grievous. 
32 And because the dream was repeated to Pharoh twice. 



JOSEPH EXALTED. 


522 

the thing is established by the God, and the God hastens 
to do it. 33 And now let Pharoh look out a man discreet 
and wise, and set him over the land of Mizraim. 34 Let 
Pharoh proceed and appoint overseers over the land : and 
take the fifth of the land of Mizraim in the seven years 
of plenty. 35 And let them gather all the food of those 
good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of 
Pharoh, food in the cities, and let them keep it. 3G And 
the food shall be for store for the land, for the seven years 
of famine that shall be in the land of Mizraim, and the 
land shall not be cut off by the famine. 

37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharoh, and 
in the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharoh said unto 
his servants, Can we find a man like this, in whom is the 
Spirit of God ? 39 And Pharoh said unto Joseph, After 

God hath shown thee all this, none is so discreet and wise 
as thou art. 40 Thou shalt be over my house, and ac¬ 
cording to thy mouth shall all my people behave : only 
in the throne will I be greater than thou. 41 And 
Pharoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the 
land of Mizraim. 42 And Pharoh took his ring from his 
hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in 
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his 
neck. 43 And he made him ride in the second chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee. 
And he set him over all the land of Mizraim. 44 And 
Pharoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharoh, and without thee 
shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of 
Mizraim. 45 And Pharoh called Joseph’s name Zaphcnath- 
paneah ; and he gave him Asenath, daughter of Potiphera, 
priest of On, to wife. And Joseph went out over the 
land of Mizraim. 46 And Joseph was the son of thirty 
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years when he stood before Pharoh, king of Mizraim. 
And Joseph went out from the face of Pharoh, and 
passed through all the land of Mizraim. 

47 And the land yielded in the seven years of plenty 
by handfuls. 48 And he gathered all the food of the 
seven years, which were in the land of Mizraim, and laid 
up food in the cities: the food of the field, which was 
around every city, laid he up therein. 49 And Joseph 
gathered corn, as the sand of the sea, very much, until he 
left numbering, because there was no number. 

50 And unto Joseph were born two sons, before the 
year of the famine came, whom Asonath, daughter of Pote- 
pliera, priest of On, bare unto him. 51 And Joseph 
called the name of the first-born Menasseh: For God 
hath made me forget all my toil, and all my fathers 
house. 52 And the name. of the second called he Eph¬ 
raim : For God hath made me fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. 

53 Then were finished the seven years of plenty, that 
was in the land of Mizraim. 54 And the seven years 
of famine began to come, according as Joseph had said : 
and there was famine in all the land, and in the land of 
Mizraim there was bread. 55 And all the land of Miz¬ 
raim famished, and the people cried to Pharoh for bread : 
and Pharoh said unto all Mizraim, Go unto Joseph, what 
he saitlx to you, do. 56 And the famine was over all the 
face of the land: and Joseph opened all places in which there 
was food,and sold unto Mizraim; and the famine was severe 
in the land of Mizraim. 57 And all the land came into 
Mizraim to buy, unto Joseph; for the famine was severe 
in all the land. 
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Here we have the double dream of Pharoh interpreted by 
Joseph, in consequence of which he is elevated over all the 
land of Egypt. 

v. 1-8. The dreams are recited. By the river . In the 
dream Pharoh supposes himself on the banks of the Nile. On 
the green. The original word denotes the reed, or marsh 
grass on the banks of the Nile. The cow is a very significant 
emblem of fruitful nature among the Egyptians, the hiero¬ 
glyphic symbol of the earth and of agriculture; and the form 
in which Isis, the goddess of the earth, was adored, v. 5-7. 
Dreamed a second time. The repetition is designed to con¬ 
firm the warning given, as Joseph afterwards explains (v. 32). 
Corn is the natural emblem of fertility and nurture. Blasted 
with the east ivind. The east wind is any wind coming from 
the east of the meridian, and may be a south-east or a north¬ 
east, as well as a direct east. The Hebrews were wont to 
speak only of the four winds, and, therefore, must have used 
the name of each with great latitude. The blasting wind in 
Egypt is said to be usually from the south-east. And, behold, 
it was a dream. The impression was so distinct as to be 
taken for the reality, until he awoke and perceived that it 
was only a dream, v. 8. His spirit was troubled. Like the 
officers in the prison (xl. C), he could not get rid of the feel¬ 
ing, that the twofold dream portended some momentous event. 
The scribes, the hieroglyphs, who belonged to the priestly 
caste, and whose primary business was to make hieroglyphic and 
other inscriptions ; while they were wont to consult the stars, 
interpret dreams, practice soothsaying, and pursue the other 
occult arts. The sages , whose chief business was the cultiva¬ 
tion of the various arts above mentioned, while the engraving 
or inscribing department strictly belonged to the hieroglyphs 
or scribes. His dream , the twofold dream. Interpreted them , 
the two dreams. 

v. 9-13. The chief butler now calls Joseph to mind, and 
mentions his gift to Pharoh. My sins. His offence against 
Pharoh. His ingratitude in forgetting Joseph for two years 
does not perhaps occur to him as a sin. A Hcbreiv lad. 
The Egyptians were evidently well acquainted with the 
Hebrew race, at a time when Israel had only a family. Him 
he hanged. The phrase is worthy of note, as a specimen of 
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pithy breviloquence. Him lie declared that the dream fore¬ 
boded that Pharoh would hang. 

v. 14-24. Pharoh sends for Joseph, who is hastily brought 
from the prison. He shaved. The Egyptians were accus¬ 
tomed to shave the head and beard, except in times of 
mourning (Herod, ii. 32). Canst hear a dream to interpret 
it, needest only to hear in order to interpret it. Hot I: God 
shall answer. According to his uniform habit Joseph ascribes 
the gift that is in him to God. To the peace of Pharoh, so 
that Pharoh may reap the advantage. In form. This takes 
the place of “ in look,” in the former account. Other slight 
variations in the terms occur. And they went into them, into 
their stomachs. 

v. 25-36. Joseph now proceeds to interpret the dream, and 
offer counsel suitable to the emergency. What the God is 
about to do. The God, the one true, living, eternal God, in 
opposition to all false gods. A nd because the dream was re¬ 
peated. This is explained to denote the certainty and im¬ 
mediateness of the event. The beautiful elucidation of the 
dream needs no comment, v. 33-36. Joseph now naturally 
passes from the interpreter to the adviser. He is all him¬ 
self on this critical occasion. His presence of mind never 
forsakes him. The openness of heart and readiness of speech, 
for which he was early distinguished, now stand him in good 
stead. His thorough self-command arises from spontaneously 
throwing himself, with all his heart, into the great national 
emergency which is before his mind. And his native sim¬ 
plicity of heart, practical good sense, and force of character 
break forth into unasked, but not unaccepted counsel. A 
man disci'eet, intelligent, capable of understanding the occa¬ 
sion ; wise, prudent, capable of acting accordingly. Let Pha¬ 
roh proceed , take the following steps. Take the fifth of the 
produce of the land. Under the hand of Pharoh. Under 
his supreme controL The measures here suggested to Pharoh 
were, we must suppose, in conformity with the civil institutions 
of the country. The exaction of a fifth or two tithes, during 
tbe period of plenty, may have been an extraordinary measure, 
which the absolute power of the monarch enabled him to en¬ 
force for the public safety. The sovereign was, probably, 
dependent for his revenues on the produce of the crown lands, 
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certain taxes on exports or imports, and occasional gifts or 
forced contributions from his subjects. This extraordinary 
fifth was, probably, of the last description, and was fully war¬ 
ranted by the coming emergency. The “gathering up of all 
the food ” may imply that, in addition to the fifth, large pur¬ 
chases of corn were made by the government out of the sur¬ 
plus produce of the country. 

v. 37-46. Pharoh approves of his counsel, and selects him 
as “ the discreet and wise man,” for carrying it into effect. 
In whom is the spirit of God. He acknowledges the gift 
that is in Joseph to be from God. All my people behave , 
dispose or order their conduct, a peculiar meaning of this 
word, which usually signifies to kiss. His ring. His signet 
ring gave Joseph the delegated power of the sovereign, and 
constituted him his prime minister or grand vizier. Vestures 
of fine linen. Egypt was celebrated for its flax, and for the 
fineness of its textures. The priests were arrayed in official 
robes of linen, and no man was allowed to enter a temple 
in a woollen garment (Herod, ii. 37, 81). A gold chain 
about his neck. This was a badge of office worn in Egypt 
by the judge and the prime minister. It had a similar use 
in Persia and Babylonia (Dan. v. 7). The second chariot. 
Egypt was noted for chariots, both for peaceful and for war¬ 
like purposes (Herod, ii, 108). The second in the public 
procession was assigned to Joseph. Boiv the knee. The 
various explications of this proclamation agree in denoting a 
form of obeisance, with which Joseph was to be honoured. 
I am Pharoh , the king (xii. 15). Without thee shall no man 
lift up his hand or foot. Thou art next to me, and without 
thee no man shall act or move, Zaphenath paneah. Pharoh 
designates him the preserver of life, as the interpreter of the 
dream and the proposer of the plan by which the country 
was saved from famine. He thus naturalizes him so far as to 
render his civil status compatible with his official rank. 
Asenath. The priests were the highest and most privileged 
class in Egypt. Intermarriage with this caste at once deter¬ 
mined the social position of the wondrous foreigner. His 
father in law was priest of On, a city dedicated to the worship 
of the sun. 

With our Western and modern habit we may at the first 



glance be surprised to find a stranger of a despised race sud¬ 
denly elevated to the second place in the kingdom. But in 
ancient and Eastern governments, which were of a despotic 
character, such changes, depending on the will of the sovereign, 
were by no means unusual, Secondly, the conviction, that 
“ the spirit of God was in ” the mysterious stranger, was suf¬ 
ficient to overbear all opposing feelings or customs. And, 
lastly, it was assumed and acted on, as a self-evident fact, that 
the illustrious stranger could have no possible objection to be 
incorporated into the most ancient of nations, and allied with 
its noblest families. We may imagine that Joseph would find 
an insuperable difficulty in becoming a citizen of Egypt or a son 
in law of the priest of the sun. But we should not forget 
that the world was yet too young to have arrived at the 
rigid and sharply defined systems of polytheism or allotheism 
to which we are accustomed. Some grey streaks of a pure 
monotheism, of the knowledge of the one true God, still 
gleamed across the sky of human memory. Some faint traces 
of one common brotherhood among mankind still lingered in 
the recollections of the past. The Pliaroh of Abraham's day 
feels the power of him whose name is Jehovah (xii. 17). 
Abimclek acknowledges the God of Abraham and Isaac (xx. 
3-7; xxi. 22, 23; xxvi. 28, 20). And while Joseph is frank 
and faithful in acknowledging the true God before the king 
of Egypt, Pharob himself is not slow to recognise the man in 
whom the spirit of God is. Having experienced the omni¬ 
science and omnipotence of Joseph’s God, lie was prepared, no 
doubt, not only himself to offer him such adoration as he was 
wont to pay to his national gods, but also to allow Joseph 
full liberty to worship the God of his fathers, and to bring 
up his family in that faith. 

Joseph was nowin his thirtieth year, and had consequently 
been thirteen years in Egypt, most part of which interval he 
had probably spent in prison. This was the age for manly 
service (Num. iv. 3). He immediately enters upon his office. 

v. 4 7-49. The fulfilment of the dream here commences. 
By handfuls. Not in single stalks or grains, but in handfuls 
compared with the former yield. It is probable that a fifth 
of the present unprecedented yield was sufficient for the 
sustenance of the inhabitants. Another fifth was rendered to 
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the government, and the remaining three fifths were stored 
up or sold to the state or the foreign broker at a low price. 
He left numbering, because there was no number. This 
denotes that the store was immense, and not perhaps that 
inodes of expressing the number failed. 

v. 50-52. Two sons were born to Joseph during the seven 
years of plenty. Menasseh. God made him forget his toil 
and his father’s house. Neither absolutely. He remembered 

V 

his toils in the very utterance of this seutence. And he 
tenderly and intensely remembered his father’s house. But 
he is grateful to God, who builds him a home, with all its 
soothing joys, even in the land of his exile. His heart again 
responds to long untasted joys. Fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. It is still, we perceive, the land of his affliction. 
But why does no message go from Joseph to his mourning 
father? For many reasons. First, he does not know the 
state of things at home. Secondly, he may not wish to open 
up the dark and bloody treachery of his brothers to his aged 
parent. But, thirdly, he bears in mind those early dreams of 
his childhood. All his subsequent experience has confirmed 
him in the belief that they will one day be fulfilled. But 
that fulfilment implies the submission not only of his brothers, 
but of his father. This is too delicate a matter for him to 
interfere in. He will leave it entirely to the all-wise provi¬ 
dence of his God to bring about that strange issue. Joseph, 
therefore, is true to his life-long character. He leaves all in 
the hand of God, and awaits in anxious, but silent hope, the 
days when he will see his father and his brethren. 

v. 53-57. The commencement and the extent of the famine 
are now noted. As Joseph had said. The fulfilment is as 
perfect in the one part as in the other. In all the lands , all 
the lands adjacent to Egypt, such as Arabia and Palestine. 
The word all in popular discourse is taken in a relative sense, 
to be ascertained by the context. We are not aware that 
this famine was felt beyond the distance of Hebron. Go unto 
Joseph (v. 40-44). Pharoh has had reason to trust Joseph 
more and more, and now he adheres to his purpose of sending 
his people to him. All the face of the land of Egypt. And 
Joseph opened all places in which there was food , all the 
stores in every city. And sold unto Mizrai/m. The stores 
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under Pharoh’s hand were public property, obtained either by 
lawful taxation or by purchase. It was a great public benefit 
to sell this grain, that had been providently kept in store, at 
a moderate price, and thus preserve the lives of a nation 
during a seven years' famine. All the land. This is to be 
understood of the countries in the neighbourhood of Egypt. 
Famines in these countries were not unusual. We have read 
already of two famines in Palestine that did not extend to 
Egypt (xii. 10 ; xxvi. 1). 

The fertility of Egypt depends on the rise of the waters of 
the Nile to a certain point, at which they will reach all the 
country. If it fall short of that point, there will be a de¬ 
ficiency in the crop proportioned to the deficiency in the rise. 
The rise of the Nile depends on the tropical rains by which 
the lake is supplied from which it flows. These rains depend 
on the clouds wafted by the winds from the basin of the 
Mediterranean Sea. The amount of these piles of vapour will 
depend on the access and strength of the solar heat producing 
evaporation from the surface of that inland sea The same 
cause, therefore, may withhold rain from central Africa, and 
from all the lands that are watered from the Mediterranean. 
The duration of the extraordinary plenty was indeed wonder¬ 
ful. But such periods of excess are generally followed by 
corresponding peiiods of deficiency over the same area. This 
prepares the way for the arrival of Joseph’s kindred in 
Egypt. 


LXX. JOSEPH AND TEN OF HIS BRETHREN.-GEN. XL11. 

1. "9^, fragment, crumb, hence grain . ^ pure, win- 

noived, hence corn. 

6, ruler, governor , hence Sultan, Not elsewhere 

found in the Pentateuch. 

25. vessel , here any portable article in which grain 
may be conveyed. P^, sack , the very word which remains in 
our language to this day. finripK, bag. 

1 And Jacob saw that there was grain in Mizraim, and 

2 L 
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Jacob said onto his sons, Why do ye look one at another ? 
2 And he said. Behold, I have heard that there is grain 
in Mizraim, go down thither, and buy for us thence ; and 
we shall live, and not die. 3 And Joseph’s ten brethren 
went down to buy com in Mizraim. 4 And Benjamin, 
Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he 
said, Lest mischief befall him. 5 And the sons of Israel 
went to buy among those that went: for the famine was 
in the land of Kenaan. 

6* And Joseph was the governor over the land, that 
sold to all the people of the land : and Joseph’s brethren 
went, and bowed down to him with their faces to the 
earth. 7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and knew them ; 
and he made himself strange unto them, and spake unto 
them roughly, and said unto them, Whence are ye come ? 
And they said, From the land of Kenaan to buy food. 8 
And Joseph knew his brethren ; and they knew not him. 
9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he had 
dreamed of them; and he said unto them, Spies are ye ; 
to see the nakedness of the land are ye come. 10 And 
they said unto him, Nay, my lord; but thy servants are 
come to buy food. 11 All of us sons of one man are we ; 
true men are we, thy servants are not spies. 12 And he 
said unto them, Nay; for to see the nakedness of the 
land are ye come. 13 And they said, Twelve brethren 
are we thy servants, sons of one man in the land of 
Kenaan : and behold, the youngest is with our father this 
day, and one is not. 14 And Joseph said unto them, 
This is what I spake unto you, saying, Spies are ye. 15 
Hereby ye shall be proved : by the life of Pharoh ye shall 
not go hence, unless your youngest brother come hither. 
16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother; and 
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be ye bound, and let your words be proved, if the truth 
be in you : and if not, by the life of Pharoh, spies are ye. 
17 And he put them all together in ward for three clays. 

18 And Joseph said unto them on the third day, This 
do, and live : the God I do fear. 19 If true men ye be, 
one brother of you shall be bound in the house of your 
ward; and ye, go, carry grain for the famine of your 
houses. 20 And your youngest brother bring ye to me. 
and your words shall be verified, and ye shall not die. 
And they did so. 21 And they said one to another. 
Verily guilty are we concerning our brother, because we 
saw the distress of his soul, when he besought us, and we 
would not hear: therefore come upon us is this distress. 
22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Said I not unto 
you, saying, Sin not against the lad, and ye would not 
hear : and behold also his blood is required. 23 And they 
knew not that Joseph heard them : for the interpreter was 
betwixt them. 24 And he turned about from them, and 
wept: and he returned to them, and spake unto them, 
and took from them Simon, and bound him before their 
eyes. 25 And Joseph commanded to fill their vessels 
with corn, and to restore every man’s silver into his sack, 
and to give them provision for the way. And it was 
done to them so. 

26 And they put their grain upon their asses, and 
went thence. 27 And one opened his sack to give pro- 
vender to his ass in the inn: and he saw his silver, and 
behold it was in his bags mouth. 28 And lie said unto 
his brethren, My silver is restored, and also, behold, it is 
in my bag: and their heart failed, and they trembled, 
saying one to another, What is this God hath done unto 
us? 29 And they went unto Jacob their father to the 
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/ /iare heard there is grain in Mizraim , go down and buy. 
The ten brothers are sent, and Benjamin, the youngest, is 
retained, not merely because of his youth, for he was now twenty- 
four years of age, but because lie was the son of his father’s 
old age, the only son of Rachel now with him, and the only 
full brother of the lost Joseph. Lest mischief befall him , and 
so no child of Rachel would be left. Among those that went. 
The dearth was wide spread in the land of Kenaan. 

v. 6-17. The ten brothers meet with a rough reception from 
the lord of the land. The govemior , the sultan. This, we 
see, is a title of great antiquity in Egypt or Arabia. Joseph 
presided over the corn-market of the kingdom. Bowed dotvu 
to him with their faces to the earth. Well might Joseph think 
of those never-to-be-forgotten dreams, in which the sheaves and 
stars borved down to him. And kneio them. How could he 
fail to remember the ten full-grown men of his early days 
when they came before him with all their peculiarities of 
feature, attitude, and mother tongue. And he made himself 
strange unto them. All that we know of Joseph’s character 
heretofore, and throughout this whole affair, goes to prove 
that his object in all his seemingly harsh treatment was to 
get at their hearts, to test their affection toward Benjamin, 
and to bring them to repent of their unkindness to himself. 
They knew not him. Twenty years make a great change in 
a youth of seventeen. And besides, with his beard and head 
shaven, his Egyptian attire, his foreign tongue, and his exalted 
position, who could have recognised the stripling whom, 
twenty years ago, they had sold as a slave. Spies are ye. 
This was to put a colour of justice on their detention. To 
see the nakedness of the land, not its unfortified frontier, 
which is a more recent idea, but its present impoverishment 
from the famine. Sons of one man are we. It was not 
likely that ten sons of one man would be sent on the hazard¬ 
ous duty of spies. And behold ^he youngest is with our father 
this day. It is intensely interesting to Joseph to hear that 
his father and his full brother are still living. And one is not. 
Time has assuaged all their bitter feelings, botli of exaspera¬ 
tion against Joseph and of remorse for their unbrotherly con¬ 
duct. This little sentence, however, cannot be uttered by 
them, or heard by Joseph, without emotion. By the life of 
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land of Kenaan, and told him all that befell them, saying, 
30 The man, who is lord of the land, spake with ns 
roughly, and took us for spies of the land. 31 And we 
said unto him, True men are we ; we are not spies. 32 
Twelve brethren are we, sons of our father; one is not, 
and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of 
Kenaan. 33 And the man, the lord of the land, said unto 
us. Hereby shall I know, that ye are true ; one brother of 
you leave with me, and for the famine of your houses 
take ye and go. 34 And bring your youngest brother 
to me: and I shall know that ye are not spies, that ye 
are true men : your brother will I give you, and in the 
land ye shall traffic. 

35 And it came to pass, as they emptied their sacks, 
that, behold, every man’s bundle of silver was in his saek : 
and they saw the bundles of their silver, they and their 
father, and they w T ere afraid. 36 And Jacob their father 
said unto them, Me have ye bereaved; Joseph is not, and 
Simon is not, and Benjamin ye will take : all these things 
are against me. 37 And Reuben said unto his father, 
saying, Slay two of my sons, if I bring him not unto thee : 
give him into my hand, and I will restore him unto thee. 
38 And he said, My son shall not go down with you ; for 
liis brother is dead, and he is left alone: and mischief 
shall befall him by the way in which ye go, and ye shall 
bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

Twenty years, the period of Joseph’s long and anxious 
waiting, have come to an end. The dreams of his boyhood 
are now at length to be fulfilled. The famine has reached 
the chosen family, and they look at one another perplexed 
and irresolute, not knowing what to do. 

v. 1-5. The aged Jacob is the only man of counsel. Behold, 
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Pkaroh. Joseph speaks in character, and uses an Egyptian 
asseveration. Send one of you. This proposal is enough to 
strike terror into their hearts. The return of one would be a 
heavy, perhaps a fatal, blow to their father. And how can 
one brave the perils of the way ? They cannot bring them¬ 
selves to concur in this plan. Sooner will they all go to 
prison, as accordingly they do. Joseph is not without a 
strong conviction of incumbent duty in all this. lie knows 
he has been put in the position of lord over his brethren in 
the foreordination of God, and he feels bound to make this 
authority a reality for their moral good. 

v. 18-25. After three days Joseph reverses the numbers, 
allowing nine to return home and retaining one. This do 
and live. Joseph, notwithstanding the arbitrary power which 
his office enabled him to exercise, proves himself to be free 
from caprice and unnecessary severity. He affords them a 
fair opportunity of proving their words true, before putting 
them to death on suspicion of espionage. The God I do fear. 
A singular sentence from the lord paramount of Egypt ! It 
implies that the true God was not yet unknown in Egypt. 
We have heard the confession of this great truth already from 
the lips of Pharoh (xli. 38, 30). But it intimates to the 
brothers the astonishing and hopeful fact that the grand vizier 
serves the same great Being whom they and their fathers 
have known and worshipped ; and gives them a plain hint 
that they will be dealt with according to the just law of 
heaven. Cany grain for your houses. The governor then 
is touched with some feeling for their famishing households. 
The brothers, though honouring their aged father as the 
patriarch of their race, had now their separate establishments. 
Twelve households had to be supplied with bread. The 
journey to Egypt was not to be undertaken more than once 
a year if possible, as the distance from Hebron was upwards 
of 200 miles. Hence the ten brothers had with them all 
their available beasts of burden, with the needful retinue of 
servants. We need not be surprised that these are not 
specially enumerated, as it is the manner of scripture to leave 
the secondary matters to the intelligence and experience of 
the reader, unless, as in the case of Abraham’s 318 trained 
servants, they happen to be of essential moment in the pro- 
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cess of events. Your youngest brother. Joseph longs to see 
his full brother alive, whom he left at home a child of four 
summers. Verily guilty are ive concerning our brother. 
Their affliction is beginning to bear the fruit of repentance. 
Because we saw the distress of his soul when he besought us, 
and we would not hear. How vividly is the scene of Joseph’s 
sale here brought before us. It now appears that he besought 
them to spare him, and they would not hear! This distress. 
Retribution has come at last. His blood is required. Reuben 
justly upbraids them with their hardness of heart. Their 
brother’s blood is required ; for murder was intended, and 
when he was sold his death was pretended. The interpreter 
was behoixt them. The dragoman was employed in holding 
intercourse with them. But Joseph heard the spontaneous 
expressions of remorse, coming unprompted from their lips. 
The fountain of affection is deeply stirred. He cannot repress 
the rising tear. He has to retire for a time to recover his 
composure. He now takes, not Reuben, who was not to 
blame, but Simon, the next eldest, and binds him before 
them ; a speaking act. He then gives orders to supply them 
with corn, deposit their money in their sacks without their 
knowledge, and furnish them with provision for the way. 
Joseph feels, perhaps, that he cannot take money from his 
father. He will pay for the corn out of his own funds. But 
he cannot openly return the money to his brothers without 
more explanation than he wishes at present to give. 

v. 2G-34. The nine return home and record their wonder¬ 
ful adventure. In the inn , the lodge or place where they 
stopped for the night. This place was not yet perhaps pro¬ 
vided with even the shelter of a roof. It was merely the 
usual place of halting. They would probably occupy six or 
seven days on the journey. Apparently at the first stage one 
opened his sack to give provender to his ass. The discovery 
of the silver in its mouth strikes them with terror. In a 
strange land and with an uneasy conscience they are easily 
alarmed. It was not convenient or necessary to open all the 
bags on the way, and so they make no farther discovery. 

v. 35-38. On emptying the other sacks all the silver turns 
up, to their great amazement and consternation. Jacob 
laments the loss of his son. Reuben offers two of his sons to 
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Jacob as pledges for Benjamin, to be slain if lie did not bring 
him back in safety. The sorrowing parent cannot yet bring 
himself to consent to Benjamin’s departure .on this hazardous 
journey. And ye shall bring down. Jacob either speaks 
here in the querulous tone of afflicted old age, or he had come 
to know or suspect that his brothers had some hand in the 
disappearance of Joseph. 


LXXI. JOSEPH AND HIS ELEVEN BRETHREN.-GEN. XLIII. 

v. 11. BO*'! honey y from the bee, or syrup from the juice of 
the grape. pistachio nuts. "W almond tree, r. awake. 

The tree is also called Some refer the former to the fruit, 
the latter to the tree. 

1 And the famine was sore in the land. 2 And it 
came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain which 
they had brought from Mizraim, that their father said to 
them, Return, buy us a little food. 3 And Judah said 
unto him, saying, The man solemnly protested unto us, 
saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be 
with you. 4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we 
will go down and buy thee food. 5 And if thou wilt 
not send him, we will not go down : for the man said 
unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother 
be with you. 6 And Israel said. Why have ye done me 
evil, to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother ? 7 

And they said, The man straitly asked of us, and of our 
kindred, saying, is your father yet alive ? Have ye a 
brother ? And we told him according to these words : 
could we certainly know that he would say, Bring your 
brother down ? 8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, 

Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; and we 
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shall live and not die, both we, and thou, and our little 
ones. 9 I will be surety for him; of my handshalt thou 
require him; if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee, then let me have sinned against thee all my 
days. 10 For unless we had lingered, surely now we had 
returned this second time. 

11 And Israel their father said unto them. If so now, 
this do; take of the best of the land in your vessels, and 
carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little 
honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts and almonds. 12 And 
second silver take in your hand : and the silver that was 
returned in the mouth of yourbags take back in your hand; 
mayhap it was a mistake. 13 And your brother take ; 
and arise, return to the man. 14 And God Almighty 
give you mercy before the man, and he shall send you 
your other brother and Benjamin. And I, if I am 
bereaved, I am bereaved. 15 And the men took this 
present, and double silver took they in their hand, and 
Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Mizraim, and 
stood before Joseph. 

16 And Joseph saw with them Benjamin, and said to 
him that was over his house, Bring these men in, and 
slay, and make ready; for these men shall eat with me 
at noon. 17 And the man did as Joseph said ; and the 
man brought the men to Joseph’s house. 18 And the 
men were afraid because they were brought to Joseph’s 
house; and they said, On account of the money that 
was returned in our bags at the first are we brought in ; 
to overbear us, and fall upon us, and take us for servants, 
and our asses. 

19 And they came near to the man who was over 
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Josephs house, and they spake to him at the door of the 
house. 20 And said, 0 my lord, we came down indeed 
at the first to buy food. 21 And it came to pass, when 
we came to the inn, that we opened our bags, and behold, 
every man’s silver was in the mouth of his bag, our silver 
in full weight: and we brought it back in our hand. 
22 And other silver have we brought down in our 
hand to buy food: we know not who put our silver in our 
bags. 23 And he said, Peace be to you, fear not : your 
God, and the God of your father hath given you treasure 
in your bags : your silver came to me. And he brought 
out unto them Simon. 24 And the man brought the 
men into Joseph’s house, and got water, and they washed 
their feet; and he gave provender to their asses. 25 
And they made ready the present for Joseph’s coming 
at noon : for they heard that there they should eat bread. 

26 And Joseph came home, and they brought him the 
present which was in their hand into the house, and they 
bowed to him to the earth. 27 And he asked them of 
their welfare; and he said, Is it well with your father, 
the old man of whom ye spake \ Is he yet alive % 28 

And they answered, It is well with thy servant, our 
father; he is yet alive. And they bent the head and 
bowed down. 29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 
Benjamin his brother, his mothers son, and said, Is this 
your youngest brother, of whom ye told me ? And he 
said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 30 And 
Joseph hastened away ; for his bowels yearned upon his 
brother, and he sought to weep ; and he went into his 
chamber, and wept there. 31 And he washed his face, 
and came out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on 
bread. 32 And they set for him by himself, and for 
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them by themselves, and for the Mizrites who ate with 
him by themselves ; because the Mizrites might not eat 
bread with the Hebrews ; for that is an abomination to 
the Mizrites. 33 And they sat in his presence, the first¬ 
born according to his first birth, and the youngest accord¬ 
ing to his youth : and the men marvelled one at another. 
34 And he sent messes from before him unto them : and 
Benjamin's mess exceeded the messes of them all five 
times. And they drank, and were merry with him. 

The eleven brothers are now to bow down before Joseph. 

v. 1 -10. The famine was sore. The pressure began to be 
felt more and more. The twelve households had at length 
consumed all the corn they had purchased, and the famine 
still pressed heavily upon them. Jacob directs them to re¬ 
turn. And Judah said. Reuben had offended, and could 
not come forward. Simon and Levi had also grieved their 
father by the treaeherous slaughter of the Shekemites. Judah 
therefore speaks. Is your father yet alive ? Have ye a 
brother ? These questions do not come out in the previous 
narrative, on accouut of its brevity. But how pointed they 
are, and how true to Josephs yearnings ! They explain how 
it was that these particulars came out in the replies of the 
brothers to Joseph. For the charge of being spies did not 
call for them in exculpation. Judah now uses all the argu¬ 
ments the case would admit of, to persuade his father to 
allow Benjamin to go with them. He closes with the em¬ 
phatic sentence, If1 bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee , then let me have sinned against thee all my days, 
that is, let me bear the blame, and of course the penalty, of 
having sinned against thee in so tender a point. Both Judah 
and his father knew that this was a matter that touched the 
interest of the former very deeply. Reuben was bearing the 
blame of a grievous sin, and had no hope of the birthright. 
Simon and Levi were also bearing blame, and, besides, had 
not the natural right, which belonged only to Reuben. Judah 
came next, and a failure in securing the safe return of 



540 


JOSEPH Am> HIS ELEVEN BRETHREN. 


Benjamin might set him also aside. He undertakes to run 
this risk. 

v. 11-15. Jacob at length reluctantly sends Benjamin with 
them. He employs all means, as is usual with him, of secur¬ 
ing a favourable result. The best of the land , the sung or 
celebrated products of the land. A little honey. Palestine 
abounded with bee honey. A syrup obtained by boiling 
down the juice of the grape, was also called by the same name, 
and formed an article of commerce. Nuts . These are sup¬ 
posed to be pistachio nuts, from the pistacia vera, a tree re¬ 
sembling the terebinth, a native of Anatolia, Syria, and Palestine. 
Almonds. The almond tree buds or flowers earlier in the 
spring than other trees. It is a native of Palestine, Syria, 
and Persia. For the other products see xxxvii. 25. Other 
silver , not double silver, but a second sum for the new 
purchase. God Almighty, the Great Spirit, who can dispose 
the hearts of men as he pleases. Jacob looks up to heaven 
for a blessing, while he uses the means. If I am bereaved, I 
am bereaved . This is the expression of acquiescence in what¬ 
ever may be the will of Providence. Double silver, that 
which was returned and that which was to pay for a second 
supply of corn. 

v. 16-18. The invitation into Joseph’s house fills the 
brothers with alarm. Saiv ivith them Benjamin . This 
was an unspeakable relief to Joseph, who was afraid that 
his full brother, also the favourite of his father, might have 
incurred the envy and persecution of the brothers. Brought 
the men to Joseph's house. This he eventually did, but not 
till after the conference between him and them took place. 
The men were afraid of a plot to rob them of their liberty 
and property. 

v. 19-25. They are encouraged by the steward of Joseph’s 
house to lay aside their fears, and prepare their present. 
Spake to him at the door of the house. This was, of course, 
before they entered. When we . came to the inn. The re- 
later is prone to lump matters in the narration, for the sake 
of brevity. They began to “ open their bags ” at the first 
lodging place, and finished the process at the last when they 
got home. Other silver. This explains the phrase “second 
silver ” in v. 1 2. Peace be to you. Be at rest. All is welL 
Your God. The steward of Joseph expresses himself as one 
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who fears and trusts God, the God of the Hebrews, who had 
displayed his omniscience and omnipotence in Egypt. He 
brought out unto them Simon, While they still linger at the 
entrance, the considerate steward bethought himself of bring¬ 
ing out Simon to them, which re-assured their hearts, and 
induced them to enter willingly. He now succeeds therefore 
in bringing them in, and then bestows upon them the usual 
attentions of eastern hospitality. They now “ make ready 
their present." 

v. 2G-34. They are now entertained by Joseph. They 
brought the present, and made a lowly obeisance before him. 
They bent the head. See xxiv. 2G. God be gracious unto 
thee , my son. His kind treatment of Benjamin, on whose 
presence he had so much insisted, was calculated to reassure 
the brothers. The latter was born in his thirteenth year, and 
therefore he was entitled to assume the paternal style in 
regard to him. Joseph still appeals with a natural and un¬ 
constrained reverence to his own God. And Joseph hastened 
away. The little touch of tenderness he had involuntarily 
thrown into his address to Benjamin, is too mueh for his 
feelings, which yearn towards his brother, and he is obliged to 
retreat to his chamber to conceal his tears and compose his 
countenance. They set for him by himself As the governor, 
or as connected by affinity with the priestly caste, Joseph 
does not eat with the other Egyptians. The Egyptians 
cannot eat with the Hebrews. That is an abomination to 
the Mizrites. For the Hebrews partook of the flesh of kine, 
both male and female. But Herodotus informs us (II., 41), 
that “ male kine, if clean, are used by the Egyptians, but the 
females they are not allowed to sacrifice, since they are sacred 
to Isis ” And he adds, that “ a native of Egypt will not kiss 
a Greek, use his knife, his spit, or his cauldron, or taste the 
flesh cut with a Greek knife." They considered all foreigners 
unclean, and therefore refused to eat with them (see Rawlinson’s 
Herod, on p. q.). They sat in his yyresence , arranged according 
to the order of their birth, to their great amazement. Egypt 
was to them a land of wonders, and Egypt’s sultan a man of 
wonder. Benjamin's mess. The honoured guest was dis¬ 
tinguished by a larger or daintier portion of the fare (1 Sam. 
ix. 23, 24; Homer, II. 7, 321). A double portion was 
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assigned to the Spartan kings. The five-fold division was 
prominent in Egyptian affairs (xli. 34; xlv. 22 ; xlvii. 2, 24, 
26). And were merry. They drank freely, so as to be 
exhilarated, because their cares were dissipated by the kind¬ 
ness they were receiving, the presence of Simon, and the atten¬ 
tion paid to Benjamin. 


LXXII. THE TEN BROTHERS PROVED.-GEN. XLIV. 

1 And he commanded him that was over his house, 
saying, Fill the men’s bags with food, as much as they 
can carry, and put the silver of each in his bag’s mouth. 
2 And my cup, the silver cup, put in the hag’s mouth of 
the youngest, and the silver for his grain. And he did 
according to the word of Joseph which he spake. 3 The 
morning shone; and the men were sent away, they and 
their asses. 4 They had come out of the city not very 
far, and Joseph said to him that was over his house, Up, 
follow after the men; and overtake them, and say unto 
them, Why have ye requited evil for good ? 5 Is it not 

this in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he 
divineth 1 Ye have done evil in so doing. 

6 And he overtook them, and spake unto them these 
words. 7 And they said unto him, Why speaketh my 
lord according to these words ? Far be thy servants from 
doing according to this thing. 8 Behold, silver which 
we found in our bags’ mouths we brought back to thee 
from the land of Kenaan : and how should we steal from 
thy lord’s house silver or gold ? 9 With whomsoever of 

thy servants it be found, both let him die, and also we 
will be servants to my lord. 10 And he said, Now also 
according to your words let it be: he with whom it is 
found shall be my servant, and ye shall be blameless. 11 
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And they hasted, and laid every man his bag on the 
earth, and opened every man his bag. 12 And he 
searched, beginning at the eldest and ending at the 
youngest, and the cup was found in Benjamin’s bag. 

13 And they rent their garments, and laded every man 
his ass, and returned to the city. 14 And Judah went 
and his brethren to Joseph’s house, and he was yet there : 
and they fell before him on the earth. 15 And Joseph 
said imto them, Wliat deed is this that ye have done ? 
Wot ye not that such a man as I doth certainly divine ? 
16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? 
What shall we speak ? And how shall we clear ourselves ? 
The God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants : 
behold, we are servants to my lord, both we, and he in 
whose hand the cup is found. 17 And he said, Far let 
me be from doing this : the man in whose hand the cup 
is found, he shall be my servant; and ye go up in peace 
to your father. 11 §§§ 41. 

18 And Judah came near unto him, and said, 0 my 
lord, let thy servant now speak a word in the ears of my 
lord, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: 
for so art thou as Pharoh. 19 My lord asked his 
servants, saying, Have ye a father or a brother ? 20 And 

we said unto my lord, We have an aged father, and a 
young lad of his old age ; and his brother is dead, and he 
is left alone of his mother, and his father loveth him. 21 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him unto me ; 
and let me set mine eyes upon him. 22 And we said 
unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: and he 
shall leave his father, and he shall die. 23 And thou 
saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother 
come down with you, ye shall see my face no more. 24 
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And it came to pass that we went up unto thy servant 
my father, and told him the words of my lord. 25 And 
our father said, Keturn, buy us a little food. 26 And 
we said, We cannot go down : if our youngest brother be 
with us, then will we go down : for we may not see the 
mans face, except our youngest brother be with us. 27 
And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that 
my wife bare me two sons. 28 And the one went out 
from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I 
have not seen him since. 29 And ye shall take this also 
from before me, and evil shall befall him, and ye shall 
bring down my gray hairs in evil to the grave. 30 And 
now when I go unto thy servant my father, and the lad 
is not with us, and his soul is bound up in his soul, 31 
Then it shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is 
not, that he will die : and thy servants shall bring down 
the gray hairs of thy servant our father in sorrow to the 
grave. 32 For thy servant became surety for the lad 
wdth my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then 
let me have sinned against my father all my days. 33 
And now let thy servant now abide instead of the lad a 
servant to my lord; and let the lad go up with his breth¬ 
ren. 34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad 
not with me, lest I see the evil that shall come upon my 
father. 

Joseph has had the satisfaction of seeing his brother Ben¬ 
jamin safe and well. He has heard his brothers acknow¬ 
ledging their guilt concerning himself. He resolves to put 
their attachment to Benjamin, and the genuineness of their 
change of disposition, to a test that will at the same time 
expose Benja min to no hazard. 

v. 1-5. And my cup. Besides returning each man's money 
as before, a silver cup of Joseph’s is put in Benjamin’s bag, 
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after which, when day light comes, they are dismissed. They 
are scarcely out of the town when Joseph’s steward is ordered 
to overtake them, and charge them with stealing the cup. And 
whereby indeed he divineth. Divining by cups, we learn from 
this, was a common custom in Egypt (Herod. II., 83). It is 
here mentioned to enhance the value of the cup. Whether 
Joseph really practised any sort of divination cannot be deter¬ 
mined from this passage. 

v. 6-12. The cup is found in Benjamin’s bag. Spake unto 
them these words. The words of Joseph, supplying of course 
the mention of the cup which is expressed in the text only by 
the pronoun this. We brought back to thee . Silver that we 
might have retained, and to which you made no claim, when 
we tendered it, we brought back. How or why should we 
therefore steal silver? Now also according to your words let 
it be. He adopts their terms with a mitigation. Pie with 
whom the cup is found shall become a slave for life, and the 
rest be acquitted. The steward searches from the eldest to 
the youngest. The cup is found where it was put. 

v. 13-17. They rent their, garments , the natural token of a 
sorrow that knows no remedy. And Judah went. He had 
pledged himself for the safety of Benjamin to his father. And 
he teas yet there, awaiting no doubt the result which he anti¬ 
cipated. They fell before him on the earth. It is no longer 
a bending of the head or bowing of the body, but the posture 
of deepest humiliation. How deeply that early dream pene¬ 
trated into the stern reality. Wot ye not that such a man as 
1 doth certainly divine ? Joseph keeps up the show of 
resentment for a little longer, and brings out from Judah the 
most pathetic plea of its kind that ever was uttered. The 
God, the Great and Only God, hath found out the iniquity of 
thy servants, in our dark and treacherous dealing with our 
brother. Behold, ice are servants to my lord. He resigns 
himself and all to perpetual bondage, as the doom of a just 
God upon their still remembered crime. He shall be my 
servant; and ye, go up in peace to your father. Now is the 
test applied with the nicest adjustment. Now is the moment 
of agony and suspense to Joseph. Will my brothers prove 
true? says he within himself. Will Judah prove adequate to 

2 M 
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the occasion ? say we. - His pleading with his father augured 
well. 

v. 18-34. And Judah came near unto him .. He is going 
to surrender himself as a slave for life, that Benjamin may go 
home with his brothers who are permitted to depart. Let thy 
servant now speak a word in the ears of my lord. There is 
nothing here but respectful calmness of demeanour. And let 
not thine anger burn against thy servant . He intuitively 
feels that the grand vizier is a man of like feelings with him¬ 
self. He will surmount the distinction of rank, and stand 
with him on the ground of a common humanity. For so art 
thou as Pharoh. Thou hast power to grant or withhold my 
request. This forms the exordium of the speech. Then 
follows the plea. This consists in a simple statement of the 
facts, which Judah expects to have its native effect upon a 
rightly constituted heart. We will not touch this statement, 
except to explain two or three expressions. A young lad , a 
comparative youth. Let me set mine eyes upon him, regard 
him with favour and kindness. He shall leave his father and 
he shall die . If he were to leave his father, his father would 
uie. Such is the natural interpretation of these words, as the 
paternal affection is generally stronger than the filial, v. 33, 
34. And now let thy servant novj abide instead of the lad a 
servant to my lord. Such is the humble and earnest petition 
of Judah. He calmly and firmly sacrifices home, family, and 
birthright, rather than see an aged father die of a broken 
heart. 


LXXIXI. JOSEPH MADE KNOWN TO HIS BRETHREN.—GEN. XLV. 

10. Goshen, re as ,il Aga&ag. r. perhaps DfcW rain, shower. 

A region on the bordere of Egypt and Arabia, near the gulf 
of Suez. 

f 

1 And Joseph could not refrain himself before all that 
stood by him, and he cried, Have every man out from 
me. And there stood no man with him, when Joseph 
made himself known unto his brethren. 2 And he 
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lifted up his voice in weeping : and Mizraim heard, and 
the house of Pharoli heard. 3 And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I am Joseph; is my father yet alive ? And 
liis brethren could not answer him; for they were 
troubled at his presence. 4 And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, Come near unto me. And they came near ; 
and he said, I am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold 
into Mizraim. 5 And, now, be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither; because to save* 
life God sent me before you. 6 For these two years hath 
the famine been in the land : and there are yet five years, 
in which there shall neither be earing nor reaping. 7 
And God sent me before you, to leave to you a remnant in 
the land; and to save you alive by a great deliverance. 
8 And, now, not ye have sent me hither, but God : and 
he made me father to Pharoh, and lord to all his house, 
and ruler in all the land of Mizraim. 9 Haste ye, and 
go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy 
son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Mizraim : come 
down unto me, stay not. 10 And thou shalt dwell in 
the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near me, thou, and 
thy sons, and thy sons’ sons, and thy flocks and thy herds, 
and all that thou hast. 11 And I will sustain thee 
there; for yet five years is the famine ; lest thou come 
to poverty, thou, and thy house, and all that is thine. 
12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
unto you. 13 And ye shall tell my father all my glory 
in Mizraim, and all that ye have seen: and ye shall 
haste and bring down my father hither. 14 And he fell 
upon Benjamin his brother’s neck and wept; and Ben¬ 
jamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his 
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brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his 
brethren talked with him. 

16 And the voice was heard in Pharoh’s house, saying, 
Joseph’s brethren are come. And it was good in the eyes 
of Pharoh, and in the eyes of his servants. 17 And 
Pharoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This 
do ye: lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land 
of Kenaan. 18 And take your father and your houses, 
and come unto me : and I will give you the good of the 
land of Mizraim, and eat ye the fat of the land. 19 And 
thou art commanded, this do ye: take you out of the land 
of Mizraim waggons for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. 20 And let 
not your eye care for your stuff: for the good of all the 
land of Mizraim is for you. 

21 And so did the sons of Israel; and Joseph gave 
them waggons, at the mouth of Pharoh, and gave them 
provision for the way. 22 And to all of them he gave 
changes of raiment each ; and to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred silver pieces, and five changes of raiment. 2J 
And to his father he sent thus : ten asses laden with the 
good of Mizraim, and ten she-asses laden with corn and 
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bread and food for his father by the way. 24 And he 
sent his brethren away, and they went; and he said unto 
them, Do not fall out by the way. 

25 And they went up out of Mizraim, and came unto 
the land of Kenaan, unto Jacob their father. 26 And 
they told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is ruler 
over all the land of Mizraim. And his heart fainted, for 
he believed them not. 27 And they spake unto him all 
the words of Joseph, which he spake unto them : and he 
saw the waggons which Joseph had sent to carry him, 
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and the spirit of Jacob their father revived. 28 And 
Israel said, Enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive : let me 
go and see him, before I die. 

The appeal of Judah is to Joseph irresistible. The re¬ 
pentance of his brothers, and their attachment to Benjamin, 
have been demonstrated in the most satisfactory manner. 
This is all that Joseph sought. It is evident, throughout 
the whole narrative, that he never aimed at exercising any 
supremacy over his brothers. As soon as he has obtained an 
affecting proof of the right disposition of his brothers, he con¬ 
ceals himself no longer. And the speech of Judah, in which, 
no doubt, his brothers concurred, does equal credit to his 
head and heart. 

v. 1-15. Joseph now reveals to his brothers the astonish¬ 
ing fact, that he himself, their long lost brother, stands before 
them. He could not refrain himself. Judah has painted 
the scene at home to the life ; and Joseph can hold out no 
longer. Have every man out from me. Delicacy forbids the 
presence of strangers at this unrestrained outburst of tender 
emotion among the brothers. Besides, the workings of con¬ 
science, bringing up the recollections of the past, and the errors, 
to which some reference is now unavoidable, are not to be 
unveiled to the public eye. He lifted up his voice in weeping 
The expression of the feelings is free and uncontrolled in a 
simple and primitive state of society. This prevails still in 
the East. And Mizraim heard. The Egyptians of Josephs 
house would hear, and report to others, this unusual utterance 
of deep feeling. I am Joseph. The natural voice, the native 
tongue, the long remembered features, would, all at once, strike 
the apprehension of the brothers. The remembrance of their 
crime, the absolute power of Joseph, and the justice of re¬ 
venge, would rush upon their minds. No wonder they were 
silent and troubled at his presence. Is my father yet alive ! 
This question shows where Joseph’s thoughts were. He had 
been repeatedly assured of his father’s welfare. But the long 
absence and the yearning of a fond heart bring the question 
up again. It was reassuring to the brethren, as it was far 
aw*iy from any thought of their fault or their punishment. 
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v. 4. Come near unto me. Joseph sees the trouble of his 
brothers, and discerns its cause. He addresses them a second 
time, and plainly refers to the fact of their having sold him. 
He points out that this was overruled of God to the saving of 
life; and hence, that it was not they, but God, who had merci¬ 
fully sent him to Egypt to preserve all their lives. For these 
two years. Hence we perceive that the sons of Jacob obtained 
a supply, on the first occasion, which was sufficient for a year. 
To leave to you a remnant in the land . This is usually and 
most naturally referred to a surviving portion of their race. 
Father to Fharoh , a second author of life to him. Having 
touched very slightly on their transgression, and endeavoured 
to divert their thoughts to the wonderful providence of God 
displayed in the whole affair, he lastly preoccupies their 
minds with the duty and necessity of bringing down their 
father and all their families to dwell in Egypt. In the land 
of Goshen. This was a pasture land son the borders of 
Egypt and Arabia, perhaps at some distance from the Nile, 
and watered by the showers of heaven, like their own valleys. 
He then appeals to their recollections and senses, whether he 
was not their very brother Joseph. My mouth that speaketh 
unto you , not by an interpreter, but with his own lips and in 
their native tongue. Having made this needful and reassur¬ 
ing explanation, he breaks through all distance, and falls 
upon Benjamin’s neck and kisses him, and all his other 
brothers ; after which their hearts are soothed, and they speak 
freely with him. 

v. 16-20. The intelligence that Joseph’s brethren are come 
reaches the ears of Pharoh, and calls forth a cordial invitation 
to come and settle in Egypt. It was good in the eyes of 
Fharoh. They highly esteemed Joseph on his own account; 
and that he should prove to be a member of a respectable 
family, and have the pleasure of again meeting with his near¬ 
est relatives, were circumstances that afforded them a real 
gratification. The good of the land of Mizraim. The good 
which it produces. Waggons, two-wheeled cars, fit for driv¬ 
ing over the rough country, where roads were not formed. 
Let not your eye care for your stuff, your houses, or pieces of 
furniture which must be left behind. The family of Jacob 
thus come to Egypt, not by conquest or purchase, but by 



hospitable invitation, as free, independent visitors or settlers. 
As they were free to come or not, so were they free to stay 
or leave. 

v. 21-24. The brothers joyfully accept the hospitable in¬ 
vitation of Pharoli, and set about the necessary arrangements 
for their journey. The sons of Israel, including Joseph, who 
had his own part to perform in the proposed arrangement. 
At the mouth of Pharoh, as he had authorised him to do. 
Changes of raiment , tine raiment for change on a high or 
happy day. To Benjamin he gives special marks of fraternal 
affection, which no longer excite any jealous feeling among 
the brothers, as the reasonableness of them is obvious. Fall 
out The original word means to be stirred by any passion, 
whether fear or anger, and interpreters explain it as they con¬ 
ceive the circumstances and the context require. The English 
version corresponds with the Sept. (ogy/fyaOi) and with Onkelos. 
It refers, perhaps, to the little flashes of heat, impatience, and 
contention, that are wont to disturb the harmony of com¬ 
panions in the East, who behave sometimes like overgrown 
children. Such ebullitions often lead to disastrous conse¬ 
quences. Joseph’s exile arose from petty jealousies among 
brethren. 

v. 25-28. The returning brothers inform their father of the 
existence and elevation of Joseph in Egypt. The aged patri¬ 
arch is overcome for the moment, but at length awakens to a 
full apprehension of the joyful news. His heart fainted, 
ceased to beat for a time, fluttered, sunk within him. The 
news was too good for him to venture all at once to believe 
it. But the words of Joseph, which they recite, and the 
waggons which he had sent, at length lead to the conviction 
that it must be indeed true. He is satisfied. His only 
thought is to go and see Joseph before he dies. A sorrow of 
twenty-two years standing has now been wiped away. 

1 / 

LXXIV. JACOB GOES DOWN TO EGYPT.-GEN. XLVI. 

9. Pallu, distinguished. fran’Chetsron, of the court, 
or village. Karmi, vine-dresser . 
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10. Jemuel, day of El. t 1 * * * 5 ©' Jamin, right hand. 
Oliad, joining together. Jakin, he shall establish. 

inv Tsochar, u'hiteness. 

1 1. p&sna Gereshon, expelling. flni? Qehath, assembly. 
nnp Meraui, flowing, bitter. 

12. Chamul, pitied , treated 'with mercy. 

13. yfon Tola'. worm, scarlet, nas Puvvah, month ? XV Job, 

enemy ? Shimron, watch. 

14. "HD Sered, fear. p^K Elon, oak. Jachleel, El 

shall sicken or inspire with hope. 

16. p'DV Tsiphjon, watcher. ’in Chaggi, festive. 

Shuni, quiet. p2¥N Etsbon, toiling ? ’ny ‘Eri, watcher. 
priN Arodi, rover ? Areli, lion of El ? 

17. napi Jimnah, prosperity. njB^ Jislivali, s ]5?' Jishvi, 

even, level, nypa Beri'ah, in evil. rnfc> Serach, overflow'. 
"OH Cheber, fellowship, Malkiel, king of El. 

21, ita Bela', devouring. ">32 Beker, a young camel. 
Ashbel, short ? Gerah, a grain. tpW Na'aman, 

pleasant. *nK Echi, brotherly ? Rosli, head. D'3p 

Muppim. D'pn Chuppim, covering. ’hr Ard, fugitive, rover. 

23. D'^n Chushim, haste. 

24. Jachtseel, El will divide. Guni, dyed. 

"•J?. Jetser, form. dW Shillem, retribution. 

1 And Israel set out with all that he had, and went to 

Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his 
father Isaac. 2 And God said to Israel in the visions of 
the night, and he said, Jacob, Jacob ! And he said, Here 

am I. 3 And be said, I am God, the God of thy father : 
fear not to go down to Mizraim ; for a great nation will 
I make thee there. 4 I will go down with thee to Miz- 

vaim, and I will also surely bring thee up : and Joseph 
shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 

5 And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons 



of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little one?, 
and their wives, in the waggons which Pliaroh had sent 
to carry him. G And they took their cattle, and their 
goods, which they had gained in the land of Kenaan, and 
went into Mizraim, Jacob, and all his seed with him. 7 
His sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and 
his sons’ daughters, and all his seed brought he with him 
into Mizraim. § 42. 

8 And these are the names of the sons of Israel, who 
went into Mizraim, Jacob and his sons : Jacob’s first-born, 
Reuben. 9 And the sons of Reuben ; Henok, and Pallu, 
and Hezron, and Karrni. 10 And the sons of Simon ; 
Jennie], and Jamin, and (Iliad, and Jakin, and Zohar, 
and Saul son of a Kenaanitess. 11 And the sons of 
Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 And the sons 
of Judah ; Er, and Onan, and Shelali, and Perez, and 
Zerali: and Er and Onan died in the land of Kenaan ; 
and the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13 And 
the sons of Issakar; Tola, and Puah, and Job, and 
Shimron. 14 And the sons of Zebulun ; Sered, and Elon, 
and Jaklecl. 15 These are the sons of Leah, whom she 
bare to Jacob in Padan-aram, and Dinah his daughter : 
all the souls, his sons and his daughters, were thirty and 
three. 1 (> And the sons of Gad ; Ziphion, and Haggi, 
Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 17 And 
the sons of Asher ; Jimnali, and Jishvah, and Jishvi, and 
Beriali, and Serah their sister : and the sons of Beriah ; 
Hcl ier, and Malkiel. 18 These are the sons of Zilpah, 
whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter ; and she bare 
them to Jacob, sixteen souls. 19 The sons of Rachel, 
Jacobs wife; Joseph, and Benjamin. 20 And born to 
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Joseph in the Land of Mizraim were those whom Asenath, 
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, bare unto him, 
Menasseh and Ephraim. And the sons of Benjamin; 
Bela, and Beker, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naainan, Ehi, and 
Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 22 These are the 
sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob : all the souls 
were fourteen. 23 And the sons of Dan ; Hushim. 24 
And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, 
and Shillem. 25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom 
Laban gave to Rachel his daughter : and she bare these 
to Jacob ; all the souls were seven. 26 All the souls 
that went with Jacob into Mizraim, who came out of his 
loins, besides the wives of Jacob’s sons ; all the souls were 
sixty and six. 27 And the sons of Joseph, that were 
born to him in Mizraim, were two souls : all the souls of 
the house of Jacob which went into Mizraim were 
seventy. § 43. 

28 And Judah he sent before him to Joseph, to lead 
the way before him to Goshen ; and they went into the 
land of Goshen. 29 And Joseph yoked his chariot, and 
went up to meet Israel his father to Goshen ; and he ap¬ 
peared to him, and fell on his neck, and wept long on 
his neck. 30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Let me die 
now, after I have seen thy face, that thou art yet alive. 
31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his 
father s house, I will go up and tell Pharoh ; and I will 
say unto him, My brethren, and my father’s house, that 
were in the land of Kenaan, are come unto me. 32 And 
the men are shepherds, for men of cattle have they been ; 
and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, 
they have brought. 33 And it shall come to pass, that 
Pharoh shall call you ; and he shall say, What is your 
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occupation ? 34 And ye shall say, Men of cattle have 

thy servants been from our youth even until now, both 
we and our fathers; that ye may dwell in the land of 
Goshen ; for every shepherd is the abomination of 
Mizraim. 


The second dream of Joseph is now to receive its fulfilment. 
His father is to bow down before him. His mother is dead. 
It is probable that Leah also is deceased. The figure, by 
which the dream shadows forth the reality, is fulfilled, when 
the spirit of it receives its accomplishment. 

v. 1-4. Jacob arriving at Beersheba is encouraged by a 
revelation from God. Beersheba mav be regarded as the 
fourth scene of Abraham’s abode in the land of promise. 
Offered sacrifices. He had gathered from the words of the 
Lord to Abraham (xv. 13), and the way in which the dreams 
of Joseph were realised in the events of providence, that his 
family were to descend into Egypt. He felt, therefore, that in 
taking this step he was obeying the will of heaven. Hence 
he approaches God in sacrifices at an old abode of Abraham 
and Isaac, before he crosses the border to pass into Egypt. 
On this solemn occasion God appears to him in the visions of 
the night. He designates himself El the Mighty, and the 
God of his father. The former name cheers him with the 
thought of an all-sufficient protector. The latter identifies the 
speaker with the God of his father, and therefore with the 
God of eternity, of creation, and of covenant, j Fear not to go 
down into Mizraim. This implies both that it was the will 
of God that he should go down to Egypt, and that lie would 
be protected there. A great nation . Jacob had now a 
numerous family, of whom no longer one was selected, but all 
were included in the chosen seed. He had received the special 
blessing and injunction to be fruitful and multiply (xxviii. 3 ; 
xxxv. 11). The chosen family is to be the beginning of the 
chosen nation. I will go down with thee. The I is here 
emphatic, as it is also in the assurance that he will bring him 
up in the fulness of time from Egypt. If Israel in the process of 
growth from a family to a nation had remained among the 
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Kenaanites, he would have been amalgamated with the nation 
by intermarriage, and conformed to its vices. By his removal 
to Egypt he is kept apart from the demoralising influence of 
a nation, whose iniquity became so great as to demand a 
judicial extirpation (xv. 1 6). He is also kept from sinking 
into an Egyptian by the fact that a shepherd, as he was, is an 
abomination to Egypt; by his location in the comparatively 
high land of Goshen, which is a border land, not naturally, 
but only politically, belonging to Egypt; and by the reduction 
of his race to a body of serfs with whom that nation would 
not condescend to intermingle. Joseph shall put his hand 
upon thine eyes. His long lost son shall be present to perform 
the last offices to him when deceased. 

v. 5-7. The descent into Egypt is now described. His 
daughters , and his sons* daughters. In the following list only 
one daughter of Jacob is mentioned, Dinah, and only one son's 
daughter, Serah. It is possible, but not probable, that there 
were^more daughters than these at the time in his family. 
But even if there were no others, the plural is adopted in 
order to correspond with the general form of classification, 
from which the one daughter and the one granddaughter are 
merely accidental deviations. The same principle applies to 
the sons of Dan (v. 23), and to other instances in scripture 
(1 Chron. ii. 8, 42). 

v. 8-27. The list here given of the family of Jacob as it 
came down into Egypt is not to be identified with a list of 
their descendants 250 years after contained in Num. xxvi, or 
with another list constructed after the captivity, and referring 
to certain of their descendants in and after the times of the 
monarchy. Nor is this the place to mark out or investigate 
the grounds of the diversities from the present which these 
later lists exhibit. Our proper business here is to examine 
into the nature and import of this ancient and original list of 
the family of Jacob. It purports to be a list of the names of 
the sons of Israel, who went into Mizraim. This phrase 
implies that the sons of Israel actually went down into Egypt; 
and this is accordingly historically true of all his immediate 
sons, Joseph having gone thither about 22 years before the 
others. And the words “sons” is to be understood here in its 
strict sense, as we find it in the immediate context (v. 7), 



GEN. XLVI. 557 

distinguished from sons’ sons and other descendants. Jacob 
and his sons. From this expression we perceive the 
progenitor is to be included with the sons among those who 
descended to Egypt. This also is historically exact. For the 
sake of clearness it is proper here to state the approximate 
ages of these heads of Israel at the time of the descent. Jacob 
himself was 130 years of age (xlvii. 9). Joseph was in his 
thirtieth year when he stood before Pharoh to interpret his 
dreams and receive his commission as governor general of 
Egypt (xli. 46). At the end of the second year of the famine 
nine full years were added 1 to his life. He was therefore, we 
may suppose, 39 years old when Jacob arrived in Egypt, and 
born when his father was 91. As we conceive that he was 
born in the fifteenth year of Jacob’s sojourn in Padan-aram, 
and Reuben in the eighth, we infer that Reuben was at the 
time of the descent into Egypt seven years older than Joseph, 
or 46, Simon 45, Levi 44, Judah 43, Dan about 43, Naphtali 
about 4 2, Gad about 4 2, Asher about 41, Issakar about 41, 
Zebulun about 40, Dinah about 39, Benjamin about 26- 
Jacoh's Jir st-born, Reuben. . This refers to the order of nature, 
without implying that the rights of first-birth were to be 
secured to Reuben (1 Chron. v. 1, 2). 

v. 9-15. The sons of Leah and their descendants are here 
enumerated. Reuben has four sons, who appear without 
variation in the other two lists (Num. xxvi. 5, 6 ; 1 Chron. 
v. 3). Of the six sons of Simon, Ohad appears in the other 
lists, and Nemuel and Zerah appear as colloquial variations of 
Jemuel and Zohar. Such diversities in oral language are 
usual to this day in the East and elsewhere. Son of a 
Kenaanitess. This implies that intermarriage with the 
Kenaauites was the exception to the rule in the family of 
Jacob. Wives might have been obtained from Hebrew, 
Aramaic, or at all events Sbemite tribes who were living in 
their vicinity. The three sons of Levi are common to all the 
lists, with the slight variation of Gershom for Gershon. The 
sons of Judah are also unvaried. We are here reminded that 
Er and Onan died in the land of Kenaan (38), and of course 
did not come down into Egypt. The extraordinary circum¬ 
stances of Judah’s family are recorded in ch. xxxviii. In 
order that Hezron and Hamul may have been born at the 
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arrival of Jacob’s household in Egypt, Judah’s and Perez's 
first sons must have been born in the fourteenth year of their 
respective fathers. For the discussion of this matter see the 
remarks on that chapter. The four sons of Issakar occur in 
the other lists with the variation of Jashub for Job. The 
three sons of Zebulun recur in the book of Numbers; but in 
the list of Chronicles no mention is made of his posterity. 
Dinah does not appear in the other lists. The descendants of 
Leah are in all thirty-two; six sons, one daughter, twenty- 
three grandsons, and two great-grandsons. All the souls , his 
sons and his daughters , ivere thirty*and three. Here “all the 
souls” include Jacob himself, and “his sons and his daughters” 
are to be understood as a specification of what is included 
besides himself. 

v. 16-18. Next are enumerated the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s 
handmaid. The seven sons of Gad recur in Num, xxvi, with 
the variants Zephon, Ozni, and Arod, for Ziphion, Ezbon, and 
Arodi; but they do not occur in Chronicles. Of Asher’s five 
children, Jishuah is omitted in Numbers, but appears in 
Chronicles. This seems to arise from the circumstances that 
the list in Numbers was drawn up at the time of the facts 
recorded, and that in Chronicles is extracted partly from 
Genesis. The other names are really the same in all the lists. 
The descendants of Zilpah are sixteen, two sons, eleven grand¬ 
sons, one granddaughter, and two great-grandsons. 

v. 19-22. The sons of Rachel. It is remarkable that she 
alone is called the wife of Jacob, because she was the wife of 
his choice. Yet the children of the beloved, we perceive, are 
not placed before those of the less loved (Deut. xxi. 15, 16). 
Joseph’s two sons are the same in all lists. Of the ten eons 
of Benjamin only five appear in Numbers (xxvi. 38-41), 
Bela and Ashbel being the same, and Ahiram, Shupham, and 
Hupham, being variants of Ehi, Muppim, and Huppim. In 
250 years the other five have become extinct. Naaman and 
Ard seem to have died early, as two sons of Bela, named after 
them, take their places as heads of families or clans. In 
Chronicles (vii. 6-12) we have two lists of his descendants 
■which do not seem to be primary, as they do not agree with 
either of the former lists, or with one another, though some 
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of the names recur. The descendants of Rachel are fourteen, 
two sons and twelve grandsons. 

v. 23-25. The sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid, come last. 
Hushim, the son of Dan, appears in Numbers (xxvi. 42) as 
Sliuliam, and perhaps in Chronicles (vii. 12) in an obscure 
connexion. The four sons of Naplitali occur in all the lists, 
Shallum being the variant in Chronicles (vii. 13) for Sliillem. 
The descendants of Bilhah are seven, two sons and five 
grandsons. 

v. 26, 27. All the souls that went with Jacob into Egypt, that 
came out of his loins , were eleven sons, one daughter, fifty grand¬ 
children, and four great-grandsons; in all, sixty-six. Jacob, 
Joseph, and his two sons, are four; and thus all the souls 
belonging to the family of Jacob which went into Egypt were 
seventy. This account, with its somewhat intricate details, is 
expressed with remarkable brevity and simplicity. 

The Septuagint gives seventy-five as the sum total, whicli 
is made out by inserting Makir, the son, and Gilead, the grand¬ 
son of Menasseh, Shuthelah and Tahan, sons, and Edom or 
Eran, a grandson of Ephraim (Num. xxvi). This version has 
also the incorrect statement that the sons of Joseph born to 
him in Egypt were nine; whereas by its own showing they 
were seven, and Jacob and Joseph are to be added to make 
up the nine. Some suppose that Stephen’s statement, anooTift.as 

<3= luffr,<p {j,i7tx<x\s<raro rov rrartoa aitrou I axuQ xal Katiav r7jv ffvyyevBiav 
iv e£5ofi,r)y.ovra ersm, is founded on this version. If 

Stephen here quoted the Septuagint as a well-known version, 
he was accountable only for the correctness of his quotation, 
and not for the error which had crept into his authority. 
This was immaterial to his present purpose, and it was not 
the manner of the sacred speakers to turn aside from their 
grand task to the pedantry of criticism. But it i3 much more 
likely that the text of the Septuagint has here been conformed 
in a bungling way to the number given by Stephen. For it 
is to be observed that his number refers, according to the text, 
to Jacob and all his kindred, exclusive of Joseph and his sons. 
They could not therefore amount to seventy-five, but only to 
sixty-seven, if we count merely Jacob and his proper descend¬ 
ants. It is probable, therefore, that in the idea of Stephen the 
“kindred” of Jacob included the eight or nine surviving wives 



5C0 


JACOB GOES DOWN TO EGYPT. 


that accompanied the children of Israel. Judah’s wife was 
dead, and it is probable that Reuben’s was also deceased before 
he committed incest with Bilhah. If there were two or three 
more widowers the number of surviving wives would be eight 
or nine. 

The number of the children of Israel is very particularly 
noted. But the Scripture lays no stress upon the number itself, 
and makes no particular application of it. It stands forth, 
therefore, on the record merely as a historical fact. It is re¬ 
markable that it is the product of seven, the number of holi¬ 
ness ; and ten, the number of completeness. It is still more 
remarkable that it is the number of the names of those who 
are the heads of the primitive'nations. This is in accordance 
with the fact that the church is the counterpart of the world, 
not only in diversity of character and destiny, but also in the 
adaptation of the former to work out the restitution of all 
things to God in the latter. The covenant with Abraham is 
a special means by which the seed may come, who is to give 
legal and vital effect to the old and general covenant with 
Noah the representative of the nations. The church of God 
in the world is to be the instrument by which the kingdom of 
the world is to become the kingdom of Christ. “ When the 
Most High bestowed the inheritance on the nations, when he 
separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the peoples 
according to the number of the sons of Israel ” (Deut. xxxii. 
8). This curious sentence may have an immediate reference 
to the providential distribution of the human family over the 
habitable parts of the earth, according to the number of his 
church, and of his dispensation of grace ; but at all events it 
conveys the great and obvious principle, that all things what¬ 
soever, in the affairs of men, are antecedently adapted with 
the most perfect exactitude to the benign reign of grace 
already realised in the children of God, and yet to be extended 
to all the sons and daughters of Adam. 

v. 28-34. The settlement in Goshen is now narrated. 
Judah he sent before him. We have already seen why the 
three older sons of Jacob were disqualified for taking the 
lead in important matters relating to the family. To lead 
the way before him into Goshen , to get the requisite directions 
from Joseph, and then conduct the immigrants to their des- 
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tined resting-place. And went up. Egypt was the valley of 
the Nile, and therefore a low country. Goshen was com¬ 
paratively high, and therefore at some distance from the Nile 
and the sea. A nd he appeared unto him. A phrase usually 
applied to the appearance of God to men, and intended to 
intimate the unexpectedness of the sight, which now came 
before the eyes of Jacob, v. 31. I ivill go up. In a courtly 
sense, to approach the residence of the sovereign is to go up. 
Joseph intends to make the ‘‘occupation” of his kindred a 
prominent part of his communication to Pharoh, in order to 
secure their settlement in Goshen. This he considers desir¬ 
able, on two grounds : first, because Goshen was best fitted 
for pasture; and, secondly, because the chosen family would 
thus be comparatively isolated from Egyptian society. The 
two nations were in some important respects mutually re¬ 
pulsive. The idolatrous and superstitious customs of the 
Egyptians were abhorrent to a worshipper of the true God ; 
and " every shepherd was the abomination of Egypt.” The 
expression here employed is very strong, and rises even to a 
religious aversion. Herodotus makes the cowherds the third 
of the seven classes into which the Egyptians were divided 
(Her. ii. 164). Others include them in the lowest class of 
the community. This, however, is not sufficient to account 
for the national antipathy. About seventeen or eighteen 
centuries before the Christian era it is probable that the 
Hyksos, or shepherd kings, were masters of the southern part 
of the country, while a native dynasty still prevailed in lower 
Egypt.' The religion of these shepherd intruders was differ¬ 
ent from that of the Egyptians, which they treated with dis¬ 
respect. They were addicted to the barbarities which are 
usually incident to a foreign rule. It is not surprising, there¬ 
fore, that the shepherd became the abomination of Egypt. 


LXXV. JACOB IN GOSHEN.-GEN. XLVII. 

11. D PPlp, Ra‘meses, son of the sun. 

31. nap, bed. npp, staff. 

1 And Joseph went and told Pharoh : and he said, My 

2 N 
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father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, 
and all that they have, are come out of the land of 
Kenaan : and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 2 
And of the whole of his brethren he took fiva men, and 
set them before Pharoh. 3 And Pharoh said unto his 
brethren. What is your occupation ? And they said unto 
Pharoh, Shepherds are thy servants, both we and our 
fathers. 4 And they said unto Pliaroh, To sojourn in 
the land are we come ; for there is no pasture for the 
flock of thy servants; for sore is the famine in the land 
of Kenaan : and therefore let thy servants now dwell in 
the land of Goshen. 5 And Pharoh said unto Joseph, 
saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee. 
6 The land of Mizraim is before thee; in the best of the 
land settle thy father and thy brethren: let them dwell 
in the land of Goshen ; and if thou knowest and there be 
among them men of ability, then make them masters of 
my cattle. 7 And Joseph brought Jacob his father, and 
set him before Pharoh : and Jacob blessed Pharoh. S 
And Pharoii said unto Jacob, What are the days of /the 
years of thy life ? 9 And Jacob said unto Pharoh, The 

days of the years of my pilgrimage are thirty and a hun¬ 
dred years : few and evil have been the days of the years 
of my life, and they have not attained unto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pil¬ 
grimage. 10 And Jacob blessed Pharoh, and came out 
from before Pharoh. 11 And Joseph settled his father 
and his brethren ; and gave them a possession in the land 
of Mizraim, in the best of the land, in the land of Ramo¬ 
ses ; as Pharoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph sus¬ 
tained his father, and his brethren, and all his fathers 
house with bread, according to the little ones. 
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13 And there was no bread in all the land; for the 

m ^ 

famine was very sore ; &nd the land of Mizraim and the 
land of Kenaan fainted by reason of the famine. 14 And 
Joseph gathered up all the silver that was found in the 
land of Mizraim, and in the land of Kenaan for the grain 
which they bought: and Joseph brought the silver into 
Pharohs house. 15 And the silver was spent from the land 
of Mizraim, and from the land of Kenaan ; and all Miz¬ 
raim went to Joseph, saying, Give us bread, for why 
should we die in thy presence % for silver faileth. 1 6 
And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you 
for your cattle, if silver fail. 17 And they brought their 
cattle unto Joseph : and Joseph gave them bread for the 
horses, and for the cattle of sheep, and for the cattle of 
oxen, and for the asses : and he provided them with bread 
for all their cattle that year. 18 And that year was 
ended ; and they went to him the second year, and said 
unto him, We will not hide from my lord, that the silver 
is spent, and the cattle of beasts belong to my lord : there 
is nought left before my lord, but our bodies and our soil. 

19 Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and 
our soil ? Buy us and our soil for bread : and we and 
our soil will be servants unto Pharoh ; and give seed, and 
we shall live and not die, and the soil shall not be waste. 

20 And Joseph bought all the soil of Mizraim for Pharoh ; 
for Mizraim sold every man his field, because the famine 
had laid hold on them: and the land became Pharoh’s. 

21 And the people he removed into the cities, frorii 
one end of the border of Mizraim unto the other end 
thereof. 22 Only the soil of the priests bought he not: 
for the priests had a stated rate from Pharoh ; wherefore 
they sold not their soil. 23 And Joseph said unto the 
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people, Behold, I have bought you this day and your soil 
for Pharoh: here is seed for yon, and ye shall sow the 
soil. 24 And it shall come to pass in the increase, that 
ye shall give the fifth to Pharoh : and four parts shall be 
your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for 
those in your houses, and for your little ones to eat. 25 
And they said, Thou hast kept us alive : let us find grace 
in the eyes of my lord, and we will be servants to Pharoh. 
26 And Joseph made it a statute unto this day over the 
soil of Mizraim, that Pharoh should have the fifth : but 
the soil of the priests alone became not Pharoh’s. 

27 And Israel dwelt in the land of Mizraim, in the 

land of Goshen: and they were possessed thereof and 
grew and multiplied exceedingly. 12 

28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen 
years : and the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were 
seven and forty and a hundred years. 29 And the days 
of Israel drew nigh to his death; and he called his son 
Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in 
thine eyes, put now thy hand under my thigh : and do 
with me kindness and truth; bury me not now in Miz¬ 
raim. 30 And I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt 
carry me out of Mizraim, and bury me in their burying 
place. And he said, 1 will do according to thy word. 
31 And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto 
him: and Israel bowed himself on the head of the bed. 

IF 37. 

Arrangements are now made for the settlement of Israel in 
Goshen. The administration of Joseph, during the remaining 
years of the famine, is then recorded. For the whole of this 
period his father and brothers are subject to him, as their 
political superior, according to the reading of his early dreams. 
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We then approach to the death-bed of Jacob, and hear him 
binding Joseph by an oath to bury him in the sepulchre of 
his fathers. 

v. 1-12. Joseph announces to Pharoh the arrival of his 
kindred. Of the whole of his brethren , more exactly from the 
end of his brethren. Five men , a favourite number in Egypt. 
Shepherds, owners and feeders of sheep and other cattle, v. 
5, G. Pasture. Hence it appears that the drought had made 
the grazing extremely scanty. Men of ability , competent to 
take the oversight of others, v. 7-1 0 . Jacob his father , he 
presents before Pharoh, after he has disposed of all business 
matters. Jacob blessed Pharoh. This'is the patriarch's grate¬ 
ful return for Pharoh’s great kindness and generosity towards 
him and his house. He is conscious of even a higher dignit}- 
than that of Pharoh, as he is a prince of God ; and as such he 
bestows his precious benediction. Pharoh was struck with 
his venerable appearance, and inquired what was his age. 
Pilgrimage, sojourning, wandering ’without any constant 
abode or fixed holding. Such was the life of the patriarchs 
in the land of promise (Heb. xi. 13). Feiv and evil. Jacob’s 
years at this time were far short of those of Abraham and 
Isaac, not to speak of more ancient men. Much bitterness 
also had been mingled in his cup from the time that he be¬ 
guiled his brother of the birthright and the blessing, which 
would have come to him in a lawful way, if he had only 
waited in patience. Obliged to flee for his life from his 
father’s house ; serving seven years for a beloved wife, and 
balked in his expected recompense by a deceitful father-in-law, 
serving seven long years more for the object of his affections, 
having his wages changed ten times during the six years of his 
farther toil for a maintenance, afflicted by the dishonour of 
his only daughter, the reckless revenge taken*by Simon and 
Levi, the death of his beloved wife in childbed, the disgraceful 
incest of Reuben, the loss of Joseph himself for twenty-two 
years, and the present famine with all its anxieties, Jacob, it 
must be confessed, has become acquainted with no small share 
of the ills of life. Blessed Pharoh. It is possible that this 
blessing is the same as that already mentioned, now reiterated 
in its proper place in the narrative, v. 12 . According to the 
little ones. This means either in proportion to the number 
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in each household, or with all the tenderness with which a 
parent provides for his infant offspring. 

v. 13-26. Joseph introduces remarkable changes into the 
relation of the sovereign and the people of Egypt. There 
was no bread in all the land. The private stores of the 
wealthy were probably exhausted. And Joseph gathered up 
all the silver. The old stores of grain and the money which 
had flowed into the country during the years of plenty, seem 
to have lasted for five years. And Joseph brought the silver 
into Pharoh’s house. He was merely the steward of Pharoh 
in this matter, and made a full return of all the payments 
that came into his hands. v. 15-17. Tice silver was spent. 
The famishing people have no more money; but they must 
have bread. Joseph is fertile in expedients. He proposes 
to take their cattle. This was really a relief to the people, 
as they had no means of providing them with fodder. The 
value of commodities is wholly altered by a change of circum¬ 
stances. Pearls will not purchase a cup of water in a-vast 
and dreary wilderness. Cattle become worthless, when food 
becomes scarce, and the means of procuring it are exhausted. 
For their cattle Joseph supplies them with food during the 
sixth year. 

v. 1 8-20. The seventh year is now come. The silver and 
the cattle are now gone. Nothing remains but their lands, and 
with these, themselves as the serfs of the soil. Accordingly 
they make this offer to Joseph, which he cannot refuse. 
Hence it is evident that Pharoh had as yet no legal claim to 
the soil. In primeval times the first entrants into an unoc¬ 
cupied country became, by a natural custom, the owners of 
the grounds they held and cultivated. The mere nomad, who 
roamed over a wide range of country, where his flocks merely 
cropped the spontaneous herbage, did not soon arrive at the 
notion of private property in land. But the husbandman, who 
settled on a promising spot, broke up the soil, and sowed the 
seed, felt he had acquired by his labour a title to the acres 
he had cultivated and permanently occupied, and this right 
was instinctively acknowledged by others. Hence each culti- 
* vator grew into the absolute owner of his own farm. Hence 
the lands of Egypt belonged to the peasantry of the country, 
and were at their disposal. These lands had now become 
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valueless to those who had neither provisions for themselves 
nor seed for their ground. They willingly part with them, 
therefore, for a year’s provision and a supply of seed. In tins 
way the lands of Egypt fell into the hands of the crown by 
a free purchase, v. 21, 22. And the people he removed into 
the cities. This is not an act of arbitrary caprice, but. a wise 
and kind measure for the more convenient nourishment of 
the people until the new arrangements for the cultivation of 
the soil should be completed. The priestly class were sus¬ 
tained by a state allowance, and therefore were not obliged to 
alienate their lands. Hence they became by this social revolu¬ 
tion a privileged order. The military class were also exempted 
most probably from the surrender of their patrimonial rights, 
as they were maintained on the crown lands. 

v. 23-2G. I have bought you. He had bought their lands, 
and so they might be regarded, in some sort, as the servants 
of Pharoh. or the serfs of the soil. In the increase ye shall 
give the fifth to Pharoh. This explains at once the extent of 
their liability, and the security of their liberty and property. 
They do not become Pliaroh's bondmen. They own their 
land under him by a new tenure. They are no longer sub¬ 
ject to arbitraiy exactions. They have a stated annual rent, 
bearing a fixed ratio to the amount of their crop. This is 
an equitable adjustment of their dues, and places them under 
the protection of a statute law. The people are accordingly 
well pleased with the enactment of Joseph, which becomes 
henceforth the law of Egypt. 

v. 27-31. And they were possessed thereof. They become 
owners or tenants of the soil in Goshen. The Israelites were 
recognised as subjects, with the full rights of freemen. They 
grew and multiplied exceedingly. They are how placed in a 
definite territory, where they are free from the contamination 
which arises from promiscuous intermarriage with an idolatrous 
race; and hence the Lord bestows the blessing of fruitfulness 
and multiplication, so that in a generation or two more they 
can intermarry among themselves. It is a remarkable cir¬ 
cumstance, that until now we lead of only two daughters in 
the family of Jacob. The brothers could not many their 
sisters, and it was not desirable that the females should form 
affinity with the heathen, as they had in general to follow 
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the faith of their husbands. Here the twelfth section of the 
Pentateuch terminates. 

v. 28-31. Jacob lives seventeen years in Egypt, and so 
survives the famine twelve years. He called his son Joseph. 
Joseph retained his power and place near Pharoh, after the 
fourteen years of special service were completed. Hence 
Jacob looks to him for the accomplishment of his wishes con¬ 
cerning the place of his burial. Put thy hand tinder my 
thigh (xxiv. 2). He binds Joseph by a solemn asseveration 
to carry his mortal remains to the land of promise. And 
Israel boiued himself on the head of the bed. On receiving 
the solemn promise of Joseph, he turns towards the head of 
the bed, and assumes the posture of adoration, rendering, no 
doubt, thanks to God for all the mercies of his past life, and 
for this closing token of filial duty and affection. The Sep- 
tuagint has the rendering In) rh uxpov rijs paQdov avroZ “ on the 
top of his staff,” which is given in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(xi. 21). This is obtained by a mere change in the vowel 
pointing of the last word. 


LXXVI. JOSEPH VISITS HIS SICK FATHER,-GEN. XLVIII. 

1 And it came to pass after these things, that one said 
to Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick : and he took his two 
sons with him, Menasseh and Ephraim. 2 And one told 
Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto 
thee : and Israel strengthened himself and sat upon the 
bed. 3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty 
appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Kcnaan, and 
blessed me. 4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, and make thee a multitude of 
people: and I will give this land to thy seed after thee as 
a perpetual possession. 5 And now thy two sons that 
were born to thee in the land of Mizraim are mine: 
Ephraim and Menasseh, as Reuben and Simon, shall be 
mine. 6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them 
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shall be thine: after the name of their brethren shall 
they be called in their inheritance. 7 And as for me, in 
coming from Padan, Rachel died upon me in the land of 
Kenaan, by the way when there was a stretch of land to 
go to Ephrath: and I buried her th ere in the way to 
Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. 

8 And Israel beheld Joseph’s sons, and said, Who are 
these ? 9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my 

sons, whom God hath given me here. And he said, 
Bring them now unto me, and 1 will bless them. 10 
And the eyes of Israel were dim from age ; he could not 
see : and he brought them near unto him ; and he kissed 
them, and embraced them. 11 And Israel said unto 
Joseph, To see thy face I had not thought: and, lo, God 
hath showed me also thy seed. 12 And Joseph brought 
them out from between his knees, and bowed with his 
face to the earth. 13 And Joseph took the two, Eph¬ 
raim in his right hand toward Israels left, and Menasseh 
in his left toward Israel’s right: and brought them near 
unto him. 14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, 
and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and 
his left hand upon Menasseh s head : he guided his hands 
wittingly, for Menasseh was the first-born. 15 And he 
blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom walked 
my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, the God who fed me 
from my being unto this day, 16 The Angel, that re¬ 
deemed me from all evil, bless the lads ; and let my name 
be put upon them, and the name of my fathers, Abraham 
and Isaac : and let them grow into a multitude in the 
midst of the land. 

17 And Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand 
upon Ephraim’s head, and it displeased him : and he held 
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up his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to 
Menasseh’s head. 18 And Joseph said unto his father, 
Not so, my father: for this is the first-born ; put thy 
right hand upon his head. 19 And his father refused, 
and said, I know, my son, I know; he also shall become 
a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger 
brother shall be greater than he ; and his seed shall be the 
fulness of the nations. 20 And he blessed them in that 
day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make 
thee as Ephraim and as Menasseh. And he set Ephraim 
before Menasseh. 21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, 
I die : and God will be with you and restore you to the 
land of your fathers. 22 And I have given thee one share 
above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the 
Amorite with my sword and with my bow. § 38 


The right of primogeniture has been forfeited by Reuben. 
The double portion in the inheritance is now transferred to 
Joseph. He is the first-born of her who was intended by 
Jacob to be his first and only wife. He has also been the 
means of saving all his father’s house, even after he had been 
sold into slavery by his brethren. He has therefore undeni¬ 
able claims to this part of the first-born’s rights. 

v. 1-7. After these things. After the arrangements con¬ 
cerning the funeral, recorded in the previous chapter. Men¬ 
asseh and Ephraim. They seem to have accompanied their 
father from respectful affection to their aged relative. Israel 
strengthened himself , summoned his remaining powers, for the 
interview, which was now to him an effort. God Almighty 
appearedl unto me at Luz. From the terms of the blessing 
received it is evident that Jacob here refers to the last ap¬ 
pearance of God to him at Bethel (xxxv. 11). And noiv thy 
sons. After referring to the promise of a numerous offspring, 
and of a territory which they are to inherit, he assigns to each 
of the two sons of Joseph, who were born in Egypt, a place 
among his own sons and a separate share in the promised 
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land. In this way two shares fall to Joseph. And thy issue. 
We are not informed whether Joseph had any other sons. 
But all such are to be reckoned in the two tribes of which 
Ephraim and Menasseli arc the heads. These young men are 
now at least twenty and nineteen years of age, as they were 
born before the famine commenced. Any subsequent issue 
that Joseph might have, would be counted among the genera¬ 
tion of their children. Rachel died upon me, as a heavy 
affliction falling upon me. The presence of Joseph naturally 
leads the father s thoughts to Rachel, the beloved mother of 
his beloved son, whose memory he honoui’S in giving a double 
portion to her eldest son. 

v. 8-16. He now observes and proceeds to bless the two 
sons of Joseph. Who are these ? The sight and the obser¬ 
vant faculties of the patriarch were now failing. Bring them 
now unto me and I will bless them . Jacob is seated on the 
couch, and the young men approach him. He kisses and 
folds his arms around them. The comforts of his old age 
come up before his mind. He had not expected to see Joseph 
again in the flesh, and now- God had shewed him his seed. 
After these expressions of parental fondness, Joseph drew 
them back from between his knees, that he might present 
them in the way that was distinctive of their age. He then 
bowed with his face to the earth, in reverential acknowledg¬ 
ment of the act of worship about to be performed. Joseph 
expected the blessing to be regulated by the age of his sons, 
and is therefore careful to present them so that the right 
hand of his dim-sighted parent may, without any effort, rest 
on the head of the first-born. But the venerable patriarch, 
guided by the Spirit of him who doeth according to his own 
will, designedly lays his right hand on the head of the 
younger, and thereby attributes to him the greater blessing. 

The imposition of the hand is a primitive custom which 
here for the first time comes into notice. It is the natural 
mode of marking out the object of the benediction, signifying 
its conveyance to the individual, and implying that it is laid 
upon him as the destiny of his life. It may be done by 
either hand, but when each is laid on a different object, as in 
the present case, it may denote that the higher blessing is 
conveyed by the right hand. The laying on of both hands 
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on one person may express the fulness of the blessing con¬ 
veyed or the fulness of the desire with which it is conveyed. 

v. 15, 16. And he blessed Joseph. In blessing his seed, 
he blesses himself. In exalting his two sons into the rank and 
right of his brothers, he bestows upon them the double 
portion of the first-born. In the terms of the blessing Jacob first 
signalises the threefold function which the Lord discharges 
in effecting the salvation of a sinner. The God, before whom 
walked my fathers, is the Author of salvation, the Judge who 
dispenses justice and mercy, the Father, before whom the 
adopted and regenerate child walks. From him salvation 
comes, to him the saved returns, to walk before him and be 
perfect. The God, who fed me from my being unto this day , 
is the Creator and Upholder of life, the Quickener and Sanc¬ 
tifier, the potential Agent, who works both to will and to do 
in the soul. The Angel that redeemed me from all evil , is 
the all-sufficient Friend, who wards off evil by himself satisfy¬ 
ing the demands of justice and resisting the devices of malice. 
Tliere is a beautiful propriety of feeling in Jacob ascribing to 
his fathers the walking before God, while he thankfully acknow¬ 
ledges the grace of the Quickener and Justifier to himself. 
The Angel is explicitly applied to the Supreme Being in this 
ministerial function. The God is the emphatic description of 
the true, living God, as contra-distinguished from all false 
gods. Bless the lads. The word bless is in the singular 
number. For Jacob’s threefold periphrasis is intended to 
describe the one God, who wills, works, and wards. And let 
my name be put upon them. Let them be counted among 
my immediate sons, and let them be related to Abraham and 
Isaac, as my other sons are. This is the only thing that is 
special in the blessing. Let them grow into a multitude. 
The word “grow” in the original refers to the spawning or 
extraordinary increase of the finny tribe. The after history 
of Ephraim and Menasseh will be found to correspond with 
this special prediction. 

v. 17-22. Joseph presumes that his father has gone astray 
through dulness of perception, and endeavours to rectify his 
mistake. He finds, however, that on the other hand a super¬ 
natural vision is now conferred on his parent, who is fully 
conscious of what he is about, and therefore abides by his own 
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act. Ephraim is to be greater than Menasseh. Joshua, the* 
successor of Moses was of the tribe of Ephraim, as Kaleb his 
companion was of Judah. Ephraim came to designate the 
northern kingdom of the ten tribes, as Judah denoted the 
southern kingdom containing the remaining tribes ; and each 
name was occasionally used to denote all Israel, with a special 
reference to the prominent part. His seed shall be the fulness 
of the nations. This denotes not only the number but the 
completeness of his race, and accords with the future pre¬ 
eminence of his tribe, v. 20. In thee, in Joseph, who is still 
identified with his offspring. v. 21, 22. At the point of 
death Jacob expresses his assurance of the return of his 
posterity to the land of promise, and bestows on Joseph one 
share or piece of ground above his brethren, which, says he, 
l took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and 
with my bow. This share is, in the original, 02G? Shekern, a 
shoulder or tract of land. This region included the parcel of 
the field where he had spread his tent (xxxiii. 19). It refers 
to the whole territory of Shekem, which was conquered by 
his sword and his bow, inasmuch as the city itself was sacked 
and its inhabitants put to the sword by his sons at the head 
of his armed retainers, though without his approval (xxxiv). 
Though he withdrew immediately after to Bethel (xxxv), yet 
he neither fled nor relinquished possession of this conquest, 
as we find his sons feeding his flocks there when he himself was 
residing at Hebron (xxxvii. 13). The incidental conquest 
of such a tract was no more at variance with the subsequent 
acquisition of the whole country than the purchase of a field 
by Abraham or a parcel of ground by Jacob himself. In ac¬ 
cordance with this gift Joseph’s bones were deposited in 
Shekem, after the conquest of the whole land by returning 
Israel The territory of Shekem was probably not equal 
in extent to that of Ephraim, but was included within its 
bounds. 


LXXVII. JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS.-GEN. XLIX. 
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5. weapon, r. “na or rna dig. Device , design ? 

"Dtp sell, in Arab, talce counsel. Habitation. 



574 


JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS. 


10. PPnD lawgiver, judge , dispenser of laws. This word 
occurs in six other places, Num. xxi. 18 ; Deut. xxxiii. 21 ; 
Jud. v 4 14; Ps. lx. 9; cviii. 9; Isa. xxxiii. 22 ; in five of 
which it clearly denotes ruler, or judge. The meaning sceptre 
is therefore doubtful. 

Shiloh, a softened form of a derivative of the 
ultimate root of and possibly and hence denoting 

the peace-maker, the prince of peace . It is not employed as 
an appellative noun. But it is used afterwards as the name 
of a town, now identified as Seilun. This town probably had 
its name, like many other ancient places, from a person of 
the same name, who built or possessed it. 

1 And Jacob called his sons : and he said, Gather your¬ 
selves together, and I will tell you that which shall befall 
you in the after days. 2 Assemble yourselves, and hear, 
ye sons of Jacob ; and hearken to Israel your father. 

3 Reuben, my first born art thou, my might and the 
beginning of my strength : the excellency of dignity, and 
the excellency of power. 4 Boiling over as water, thou 
shalt not excel, because thou wen test up to thy father’s 
bed : then didst thou defile it, to my couch he went up. 

IF 39. 

/ 

5 Simon and Levi are brethren : instruments of 
violence are their weapons. 6 Into their counsel let not 
my soul enter, in their congregation let not mine honour 
join: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their 
self-will they houghed an ox. 7 Cursed be their anger, 
for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I 
will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. 

IF 40. 

8 Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise; thy hand 
shall be on the neck of thine enemies : thy father’s sons 
shall bow down to thee. 9 A lion s whelp is Judah ; 
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from the prey, my son, art thou gone up: he stooped 
down, he couched, as a Hon, and as a lioness ; who shall 
rouse him up ? 10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor the lawgiver from between his feet: until Shiloh 
come, and unto him be the obedience of the peoples. 11 
Binding unto the vine his ass, and to the choice vine his 
ass’s colt, he hath washed in the wine his garments, and 
in the blood of grapes his mantle. 12 Red are his eyes 
from wine, and white his teeth from milk. IT 41. 

13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of seas ; and he 

shall be at the haven of ships, and his flank toward 
Zidon. f 42. 

14 Issakar is an ass of bone, couching between the 

hurdles. 15 And he saw rest, that it was good, and the 
land, that it was pleasant: and he bowed his shoulder to 
bear, and became subject to tribute. § 44. 

16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of 
Israel. 17 Dan shall be a serpent on the way, an adder 
on the path: that biteth the horse’s heels, and its rider 
falletk backward. 18 For thy salvation have I waited, 
O Lord. § 45. 

19 Gad, a troop shall press on him : and he shall press 

on the heel. § 46. 

20 Of Asher, fat shall be his bread : and he shall yield 

royal dainties. § 47. 

21 Naphtali is a hind let loose : he giveth goodly 

words. § 48. 

22 Son of a fruitful tree is Joseph, son of a fruitful 
tree by a well, whose daughters run over a wall; 33 
And masters of arrows grieved him, and shot at him, and 
hated him. 24 And his bow abode in strength, and the 
arms of his hands were firm : from the hands of the 
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Might of Jacob, from him, the Shepherd, the Stone of 
Israel, 25 From the God of thy father, who shall help 
thee, and the Almighty, who shall bless thee, are bless¬ 
ings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth 
beneath ; blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 26 
The blessings of thy father have prevailed over the bless¬ 
ings of my progenitors unto the bound of the perpetual 
hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the 
brow of him who was distinguished from his brethren. 

T 43. 

27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf; in the morning 
he shall devour the prey, and in the evening he shall 
divide the spoil. 

28 AJ1 these are the twelve tribes of Israel : and this 
is that which their father spake unto them, and blessed 
them; each according to his blessing, blessed he them. 
29 And he commanded them, and said unto them, I am 
to be gathered unto my people, bury me with my fathers, 
in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite. 30 
In the cave that is in the field of Makpelah, which is be¬ 
fore Mamre, in the land of Kenaan, which Abraham 
bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite for a pos¬ 
session of a burying-place. 31 There they buried Abra¬ 
ham and Sarah his wife, there they buried Isaac and 
Rebekah his wife : and there I buried Leah. 32 The 
purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was 
from the sons of Heth. 33 And Jacob made an end of 
commanding his sons, and gathered up his feet into the 
bed, and expired, and was gathered unto his peoples. 


From the special conference with Joseph we now pass to 
the parting address of Jacob to his assembled sons. This is * 
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at the same time prophetic and benedictory. Like all pro¬ 
phecy, it starts from present things, and in its widest expanse 
penetrates into the remotest future of the present course of 
nature. 

v. ], 2. And Jacob called his sons. This is done by 
messengers going to their various dwellings and pasture- 
grounds, and summoning them to Ins presence. And he said. 
These words introduce his dying address. Gather yourselves 
together. Though there is to be a special address to each, yet 
it is to be in the audience of all the rest, for the instruction 
of the whole family. That which shall befall you in the after 
days. The after days are the times intervening between the 
speaker and the end of the human race. The beginning of 
man was at the sixth day of the last creation. The end of 
his race Avill be at the dissolution of the heavens and the earth 
then called into being, and the new creation which we are 
taught will be consequent thereupon. To this interval pro¬ 
phecy has reference in general, though it occasionally pene¬ 
trates beyond the veil that separates the present from the 
future creation. The prophet has his mind filled with the 
objects and events of the present and the past, and from these 
he must draw his images fov the future, and express them in 
the current language of his day. To interpret his words, 
therefore, we must ascend to his day, examine his usage of 
speech, distinguish the transient forms in which truth may 
appear, and hold fast by the constant essence which belongs 
to all ages. Hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken to Israel 
your father. This is a specimen of the synthetic or synony¬ 
mous parallel. It affords a good example of the equivalence, 
and, at the same time, the distinction of Jacob and Israel. 
They both apply to the same person, and to the race of which 
he is the head. The one refers to the natural, the other to 
the spiritual. The distinction is similar to that between 
Elohim and Jehovah: the former of which designates the 
eternal God, antecedent to all creation, and therefore equally 
related to the whole universe ; the latter, the self-existent 
God, subsequent to the creation of intelligent beings, and 
specially related to them, as the moral Governor, the Keeper 
of covenant, and the Performer of promise. 

v. 3, 4. Reuben, as the first-born by nature, has the first 

2 o 
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place in the benedictory address. My might In times and 
places in which a man’s right depends on his might a large 
family of sons is the source of strength and safety. Tlue 
excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power , the rank 
and authority which belong to the first-born. Boiling over 
as water . That which boils over perishes, at the same time 
that it is pernicious. This is here transferred in a figure to 
the passionate nature of Reuben. Thou shalt not excel. There 
is here an allusion to the excellency of dignity and power. By 
the boiling over of his unhallowed passions Reuben lost all 
the excellence that primogeniture confers. By the dispensa¬ 
tion of providence the double portion went to Joseph, the 
first-born of Rachel; the chieftainship to Judah; and the 
priesthood to Levi. The cause of this forfeiture is then 
assigned. In the last sentence the patriarch in a spirit of 
indignant sorrow passes from the direct address to the indirect 
narrative. To my couch he went up. The doom here pro¬ 
nounced upon Reuben is still a blessing, as he is not excluded 
from a tribe’s share in the promised land. But, as in the 
case of the others, this blessing is abated and modified by his 
past conduct. His tribe has its seat on the east of the Jordan, 
and never comes to any eminence in the commonwealth of 
Israel. 

v. 5-7. Simon and Levi are brethren, by temper as well 
as by birth. Their weapons. This word is rendered plans, 
devices, by some. But the present rendering agrees best with 
the context. Weapons may be properly called instruments of 
violence ; but not so plots. “ Habitations ” requires the pre¬ 
position in before it, which is not in the original, and is not 
to be supplied without necessity. Into their counsel. This 
refers to the plot they formed for the destruction of the 
inhabitants of Shekem. They houghed an ox. The singular 
of the original is to be understood as a plural denoting the 
kind of acts to which they were prompted in their passion for 
revenge. Jacob pronounces a curse upon their anger, not 
because indignation against sin is unwarrantable in itself, 
but because their wrath was marked by deeds of fierceness 
and cruelty. I wiU divide them in Jacob, and scatter them 
in Israel. He does not cut them off from any part in the 
promised inheritance; but he divides and scatters them. 
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Accordingly they are divided from one another in their after 
history, the tribe of Simon being settled in the south-west 
corner of the territory of Judah, and Levi having no connected 
territory, but occupying certain cities and their suburbs which 
were assigned to his descendants in the various provinces of 
the land. They were also scattered in Israel. For Simon is 
the weakest of all the tribes at the close of their sojourn in 
the wilderness (Nmn. xxvi. 14); he is altogether omitted in 
the blessing of Moses (Deut. xxxiii), and hence obtains no 
distinct territory, but only a part of that of Judah (Jos. xix. 
1-9) ; and he subsequently sends out two colonies, which are 
separated from the parent stock, and from one another (1 Chr. 
iv. 24-43). And Levi received forty-eight towns in the 
various districts of the land, in which his descendants dwelt, 
far separated from one another. This prediction was therefore 
fulfilled to the letter in the history of these brothers. Their 
classification under one head is a hint that they will yet count 
but as one tribe. 

v. 8-12. Judah, the fourth son of Jacob, comes in for the 
supremacy after the three former have been set aside. His 
personal prowess, the perpetuity of his dominion, and the 
luxuriance of his soil are then described, v. 8. Thee shall 
thy brethren praise. This is an allusion to his name, which 
signifies praise (xxix. 35). As his mother praised the Lord 
for her fourth son, so shall his brethren praise him for his 
personal excellence. Ardour of temperament, decision of 
character, and frankness of acknowledgment are conspicuous 
even in the blemishes of his early life. Tenderness of con¬ 
science, promptitude in resolve, capacity for business, and 
force of eloquence come out in his riper years. These are 
qualities that win popular esteem. Thy hand shall be in the 
neck of thine enemies. They shall flee before him, but shall 
not escape his powerful grasp. They shall be compelled to 
yield to his overwhelming power. Thy father s sous shall 
bow down to thee. Not only his enemies, but his friends shall 
acknowledge his sway. The similar prediction concerning 
Joseph (xxxvii. G-8) was of a personal nature, and referred 
to a special occasion, not to a permanent state of affairs. It 
had already received its main fulfilment, and would altogether 
terminate with the lifetime of Joseph. The present announce- 
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ment refers to Judah not as an individual, but as the head of 
a tribe in Israel, and will therefore correspond in duration 
with that commonwealth. 

v. 9. A lion 8 whelp is Juclah. In physical strength 
Judah is compared to the lion, the king of beasts. At first 
he is the lion’s whelp, the young lion, giving promise of future 
vigour; then the full-grown lion, exulting in his irresistible 
force, seizing and overmastering the prey, and after reaping 
the fruits of his victory, ascending to his mountain lair and 
reposing in undisturbed security. The lioness is brought into 
the comparison with propriety, as in defence of her cubs she 
is even more dangerous than the male to the unwary assailant. 
After being satiated with prey the lion, reposing in his 
majesty, will not disturb the passer by; but who shall rouse 
him up and escape'? 

v. 10. From his physical force we now pass to his moral 
supremacy. The sceptre, the staff of authority. Shall not 
depart from Judah. The tribe sceptre did not leave Judah, 
so long as there was a remnant of the commonwealth of Israel. 
Long after the other tribes had lost their individuality, Judah 
lingered in existence and in some measure of independence; 
and from the return his name supplanted that of Israel or 
Jacob, as the common designation of the people. Nor the 
lawgiver from between his feet This is otherwise rendered, 
“ nor the judicial staff from between his feetand it is argued 
that this rendering corresponds best with the phrase “be¬ 
tween his feet ” and with the parallel clause which precedes. 
It is not worth while contending for one against the other, as the 
meaning of both is precisely the same. But we have retained 
the English version, as the term Pi?nD has only one clear 
meaning; “between the feet” may mean among his descend¬ 
ants or in his tribe ; and the synthetic parallelism of the 
clauses is satisfied by the identity of meaning. Lawgiver is 
to be understood as judge, dispenser or administrator of law. 
Judah had the forerank among the tribes in the wilderness, 
and never altogether lost it. Nahshon the son of Amminadab 
the prince of his tribe, was the ancestor of David, who was 
anointed as the rightful sovereign of all Israel, and in whom 
the throne became hereditary. The revolt of the ten tribes 
curtailed, but did not abolish the actual sovereignty of 
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Rehoboam and his successors, who continued the acknowledged 
sovereigns till some time after the return from the captivity. 
From that date the whole nation was virtually absorbed in 
Judah, and whatever trace of self-government remained 
belonged to him until the birth of Jesus, who was the lineal 
descendant of the royal line of David and of Judah, and was 
the Messiah, the anointed of heaven to be king of Zion and 
of Israel in a far higher sense than before. Until Shiloh come. 
This is otherwise translated, “ until he come to Shiloh,” the 
place so called. This is explained of the time when “the whole 
assembly of the children of Israel was convened at Shiloh, and 
set up the tent of meeting there ” (Jos. xviii. 1). We hold by 
the former translation, 1. because Shiloh has not yet been 
named as a known locality in the land of promise, 2. Judah 
did not come to Shiloh in any exclusive sense, 3. his coming 
thither with his fellows had no bearing whatever on 
his supremacy, 4. he did not come to Shiloh as the seat of 
his government or any part of his territory, and 5. the real 
sovereignty of Judah took place after this convention at Shiloh 
and not before it. After the rejection of the second transla¬ 
tion on these grounds, the former is accepted as the only 
tenable alternative. 6. Besides, it is the natural rendering 
of the words. 7. Before the coming of Shiloh, the prince of 
peace, the highest pitch of Judahs supremacy in its primary 
form has to be attained. 8. On the coming of Shiloh the last 
remnant of that supremacy was removed, only to be replaced 
by the higher form of preeminence which the prince of peace 
inaugurates. And unto him be the obedience of the peoples. 
“Unto him ” means naturally unto Shiloh. “The obedience” 
describes the willing submission to the new form of sovereignty 
which is ushered in by Shiloh. The word is otherwise 
rendered “gathering,” but this does not suit the usage in Prov. 
xxx. 17. “ The obedience ” intimates that the supremacy of 

Judah does not cease at the coming of Shiloh, but only assumes 
a grander form. Of the peoples . Not only the sons of Israel 
but all the descendants of Adam will ultimately bow down 
to the Prince of Peace. This is the seed of the woman, who 
shall bruise the serpent’s head, the seed of Abraham, in whom 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed, presented now 
under the new aspect of the peace-maker, whom all the nations 



582 


JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS. 


of the earth shall eventually obey as the Prince of Peace. He is 
therefore now revealed ae the destroyer of the works of evil, 
the dispenser of the blessings of grace, and the king of peace. 
The coming of Shiloh and the obedience of the nations to him 
will cover a long period of time, the close of which will 
coincide with the limit here set to Judah’s earthly supremacy 
in its wider and loftier stage. This prediction therefore truly 
penetrates to the latter days. 

v. 11, 12. The exuberant fertility of Judahs province is 
now depicted. We now behold him peacefully settled in the 
land of promise, and the striking objects of rural plenty 
and prosperity around him. The quiet ass on which he 
perambulates is tied to the vine, the juice of whose grapes is 
as copious as the water in which his robes are washed. The 
last sentence is capable of being rendered, “ Red are his eyes 
above wine, and white his teeth above milk.” But a con¬ 
nexion as well as a comparison seems t^ be implied in the 
original. Judea is justly described as abounding in the best 
of wine and milk. This fine picture of Judah’s earthly abode 
is a fitting emblem of the better country where Shiloh reigns. 

v. 13. Zebulun means dwelling, to which there is an allusion 
in the^first clause of the verse. At the haven of seas. This 
tribe touched upon the coast of the sea of Kinnereth and of 
the Mediterranean. It probably possessed some havens for 
shipping near the promontory of Karmel: and its north¬ 
western boundary touched upon Phoenicia, the territory of 
Zidon. He is placed before Issakar, who was older, because 
the latter sank into a subordinate position. 

v. 14, 15. An ass of bone, and therefore of strength. Couch¬ 
ing between the hurdles , the pens or stalls in which the cattle 
were lodged. Rest in a pleasant land he felt to be good : 
and hence, rather than undertake the struggle for liberty and 
independence, he became like the strong ass, a bearer of burdens, 
and a payer of tribute. He is thus a hireling by disposition 
as well as by name (xxx. 18). 

v. 16-18. The sons of the handmaids follow those of Leah. 
Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. He 
will maintain his position as a tribe, in the state. When 
threatened by overwhelming power he will put forth liis 
native force for the discomfiture of the foe. The adder is the 
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cerastes or horned serpent, of the colour of the sand, and 
therefore not easity recognised, that inflicts a fatal wound 
on him that unwarily treads on it. The few facts in the 
history of Dan afterwards given correspond well with the 
character here drawn. Some of its features are conspicuous in 
Samson (Judg. xii-vi). For thy salvation have I waited, 0 
Loro.I The patriarch, contemplating the power of the adver¬ 
saries of his future people, breaks forth into the expression of 
his longing desire and hope of that salvation of the Almighty, 
by which alone they can be delivered. That salvation is 
commensurate with the utmost extent and diversity of these 
adversaries. 

v. 19. Gad also shall be subject to the assaults of the enem}\ 
But he shall resist the foe and harass his rear. This brief 
character agrees with his after history. He is reckoned among 
the valiant men in Scripture (1 Chr. v. 18). 

v. 20. Asher shall have a soil abounding in wheat and oil. 
He occupies the low lands along the coast north of Karmel. 
Hence the products of his country are fit to furnish the table 
of kings. Gad and Asher are placed before Naphtali, the 
second son of Billiah. We cannot tell whether they were older, 
or for what other reason, they occupy this place. It may be 
that Naphtali was of a less decisive or self-reliant character. 

v. 21. Naphtali is a hind let loose. The hind or gazelle is 
agile and nimble. When free on its native hills, it roams 
with instinctive confidence and delight. It is timid and 
irresolute in confinement. This is probably the diameter of 
Naphtali. He giveth goodly words . Here we pass from the 
figure to the reality. Eloquence in prose and verse, was 
characteristic of this particular tribe. The only important 
historical event in which they are concerned is the defeat of 
Jabins host, which is celebrated in the Song of Deborah and 
Barak (Judg. iv. 5). In this passage we may study the 
character of the tribe. 

v. 22-2G. Jacob had doubtless been made acquainted with 
the history of his beloved son Joseph from the time of his 
disappearance until he met him on the borders of Egypt. 
It had been the meditation and the wonder of his last seven¬ 
teen years. When he comes to Joseph, therefore, the mingled 
emotions of affection and gratitude burst forth from his heart 
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in language that cannot be restrained by the ordinary rules 
of speech. The first thing connected with Joseph in the 
patriarch’s mind is fruitfulness. The image is vivid and 
striking. Son of a fruitful tree. A branch or rather a shoot 
transplanted from the parent stem. By a well , from which 
it may draw the water of life. Whose daughters , luxuriant 
blanches. Run over a wall, transcend all the usual boundaries 
of a well-enclosed garden. This fruitfulness attaches to Joseph 
in two respects. First, he is the prudent gatherer and the 
inexhaustible dispenser of the produce of Egypt, by which the 
lives of his father and brethren were preserved. And then he 
is in prospect the twofold tribe, that bursts the bounds assigned 
to a twelfth of the chosen people, and overspreads the area of 
two tribes. 

v. 23, 24. The memory then reverts to the past history of 
Joseph. A new figure is now called up. A champion is 
assailed by a host of archers. They vex him, shoot at him, 
and in every way act the part of an enemy. But his bow 
continues elastic, and his arms are enabled to bend it, because 
he receives strength from the God of his fathers, “ the Might 
of Jacob, the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel.” Such is the 
rich and copious imagery that flows from the lips of Jacob. 
“ The Might,” the exalted upholder; “ the Shepherd, the 
Stone,” the fostering guardian as well as the solid foundation 
of his being. His great hands upheld Joseph against the 
brother and the stranger. From him. This seems the free 
rendering of the word requisite to bring the two members of 
the parallel into harmony. 

v. 25, 26. These two thoughts, the peaceful abundance of 
his old age, which he owed to Joseph, and the persecutions his 
beloved son had endured, stir the fountains of his affections 
until they overflow with blessings. From the God of thy 
father , the Eternal One who is the source of all blessing. And 
the Almighty , who is able to control all adverse influences. 
Blessings of heaven above , the air, the rain, and the sun. 
Blessings of the deep, the springs and streams, as well as 
the fertile soil. Blessings of the breasts and the womb , the 
children of the home and the young of the flocks and herds. 
liave prevailed. The benedictions of Jacob pronounced upon 
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Joseph exceed those that came upon Jacob himself from his 
fathers. To Joseph is given a double portion with a double 
measure of affection from a father’s heart. Unto the bound of the 
perpehud hills. Like an overflowing flood they have risen to the 
very summits of the perpetual hills in the conceptions of the 
venerable patriarch. Of him who was distinguished from his 
brethren , not only by a long period of persecution and 
humiliation, but by a subsequent elevation to extraordinary 
dignity and pre-eminence. 

It is to be noted that this benediction, when fairly inter¬ 
preted, though it breathes all the fondness of a fathers heart, 
yet contains no intimation that the supremacy or the priest¬ 
hood were to belong to Joseph, or that the Messiah was to 
spring from him. At the same time Joseph was in many 
events of his history a remarkable type of the Messiah, and 
by intermarriage he, as well as many foreigners, was no doubt 
among the ancestors of the Messiah (2 Kings viii. 18, 26). 

v. 27. Benjamin is described as a wolf who is engaged 
morning and evening, that is, all day long, in hunting after 
prey. He was warlike by character and conduct (Judg. 
xx. xxi), and among his descendants are Ehud, Saul and 
Jonathan. 

v. 28-33. After the benediction Jacob gives directions con¬ 
cerning his burial. All these are the twelve tribes. This 
implies that the benedictions refer not to the heads only, but 
to the whole tribes. Each according to his blessing. All 
are blessed, but the form of the blessing is suited to the 
character of the individual. v. 29-32. Bury me with my 
fathers, with Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and 
Leah. This (lying command he now lays on the twelve, as he 
had before bound Joseph by oath to its performance, v. 33. 
Gathered up his feet into the bed. He had been sitting up¬ 
right while pronouncing the benedictory address and giving 
his last directions. He now lies down, and calmly breathes 
his last. 
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LXXV1II. THE BURIAL OF JACOB.-GEN. L. 

10. Atad, the buck-thorn. 

11. Abel-Mitsraim, mourning of Mizraim, or 
meadow of M. 

1 And Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept 
upon him, and kissed him. 2 And Joseph commanded 
his servants, the physicians, r to embalm his father: and the 
physicians embalmed Israel. And they fulfilled for him 
forty days; for so they fulfil the days of the embalmed : 
and Mizraim mourned for him seventy days. 

4. And the days of mourning for him were past, and 
Joseph spake unto the house of Pharoh, saying, If now I 
have found grace in your eyes, speak now in the ears ot 
Pharoh, saying, 5 My father made me swear, saying, 
Lo, I die; in my grave which I have digged for me in 
the land of Kenaan, there shalt thou bury me. And now 
let me go up now, and bury my father, and return, (j 
And Pharoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, as he made 
thee swear. 

7 And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with 
him went up all the servants of Pharoh, the elders of his 
house, and all the elders of the land of Mizraim. 8 And 
all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father’s 
house: only them little ones, and their flocks, and their 
herds, left they in the land of Goshen. 9 And with him 
went up both chariots and horsemen : and the camp was 
very great. 10 And they went to the threshing floor of 
Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and they held there a very 
great and sore lamentation: and he made for his father 
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a mourning of seven days. 11 And the Kenaanite 
dwelling in the land saw the mourning in the threshing- 
floor of Atad, and they said, A sore mourning is this to 
Egypt: wherefore the name of it was called Abel-Miz- 
raim, which is beyond Jordan. 12 And his sons did 
unto him according as he commanded them. 13 And 
his sons carried him into the land of Kenaan, and buried 
him in the cave of the field of Makpelah; which Abra¬ 
ham bought, with the field for a possession of a burying 
place, from Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 14 And 
Joseph returned to Mizraim, he and his brethren, and all 
that went up with him to bury his father; after he had 
buried his father. 

15 And Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was 
dead, and they said, Mayhap Joseph will hate us, and 
surely requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 1t> 
And they sent unto Joseph, saving, Thy father com¬ 
manded before his death, saying, 17 So shall ye say 
unto Joseph, Ah now ! forgive now the trespass of thy 
brethren, and their sin; for they have done thee evil: 
and now forgive now the ti'espass of the servants of 
the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they 
spake unto him. 18 And his bretliren also went and 
fell down before him : and they said, Behold, we are 
thy servants. 19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear 
not, for am I in Gods stead? 20 And you, ye meant 

evil against me : God meant it for good, to do as it is 
this day, to save much people alive. 21 And now fear 
not: I will sustain you and your little ones. And he 
comforted them, and spake to their heai't. 

22 And Joseph dwelt in Mizraim, he, and his fathers 
house : and Joseph lived a hundred and ten years. 23 
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And Joseph saw of Ephraim the children of the third 
generation: the children also of Makir the son of Men- 
asseh were borne upon Josephs knees. 24 And Joseph 
said unto his brethren, I die : and God will surely visit 
you, and bring you up from this land to the land which 
he sware to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. 25 And 
Joseph took an oath of the sons of Israel, saying, God 
will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones 
hence. 26 And Joseph died, the son of a hundred and 
ten years: and they embalmed him, and he was put in 
a coffin in Mizraim. 

This chapter records the burial of Jacob and the death of 
Joseph, and so completes the history of the chosen family, 
and the third bible for the instruction of man. 

v. 1-3 After the natural outburst of sorrow for his deceased 
parent, Joseph gave orders to embalm the body, according to 
the custom of Egypt. His servants, the physicians. As the 
grand vizier of Egypt, he has physicians in his retinue. The 
classes and functions of the physicians in Egypt may be 
* learned from Herodotus (ii. 84-86). There were special 
physicians for each disease j and the embalmers formed a 
class by themselves. Forty days were employed in the pro¬ 
cess of embalming; Seventy days , including the forty, were 
devoted to mourning for the dead. Herodotus mentions 
this number as the period of embalming. Diodorus (i. 91.) 
assigns upwards of thirty days to the process. It is probable 
that the actual process was continued for forty days, and that 
the body lay in natron for the remaining thirty days of 
mourning. See Hengstenberg’s B.B. Mos. u. Aeg. and Rawlin- 
son’s Herodotus. 

v. 4-6. Joseph, by means of PharolTs courtiers, not in per¬ 
son, because he was a mourner, applies for leave to buiy his 
father in the land of Kenaan, according to his oath. This 
leave is freely and fully allowed. 

v. 7-14. The funeral procession is now described. All the 
servants of Pharoh. The highest honour is conferred on 
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Jacob for Joseph’s sake. Tice elders of Phciroh, and all the 
elders of the land of Mizraim. The court and state officials 
are here separately specified. All the house . Not only the 
heads, but all the sons and servants that are able to go. 
Chariots and horsemen accompany them as a guard on the 
way. The threshing-floor of A tad, or of the buck-thorn. 
This is said to be beyond Jordan. Deterred, probably, by some 
difficulty in the direct rout, they seem to have gone round 
by the east side of the Salt Sea. A mourning of seven days . 
This is a last sad farewell to the departed patriarch. Abel- 
Mizraim. This name, like many in the East, has a double 
meaning. The word Abel no doubt at first meant mourning, 
though the name would be used by many, ignorant of its 
origin, in the sense of a meadow. His sons canned him. 
The main body of the procession seems to have halted beyond 
the Jordan and awaited the return of the immediate relatives 
who conveyed the body to its last resting place. The whole 
company then returned together to Egypt. 

v. 15-21. His brethren supplicate Joseph for forgiveness. 
They sent unto Joseph , commissioned one of their number to 
speak to him. And noiv that our common father has given 
us this command. And Joseph wept at the distress and doubt 
of his brothers. He no doubt summons them before him, 
when they fall down before him entreating his forgiveness. 
Joseph removes their fears. Am I in God’s stead ? that I 
should take the law into my own hands, and take revenge. 
God has already judged them, and moreover turned their sin¬ 
ful deed into a blessing. He assures them of his brotherly 
kindness towards them. 

v. 22-26. The biography of Joseph is now completed. 
The children of the third generation, the grandsons of grand¬ 
sons in the line of Ephraim. We have here an explicit proof 
that an interval of about twenty years between the births of 
the father and that of his first-born was not unusual during 
the lifetime of Joseph. And Joseph took an oath. He thus 
expressed his unwavering confidence in the return of the sons 
of Israel to the land of promise. God %oill surely visit. He 
wavs embalmed and put in a coffin, and so kept by his 
descendants as was not unusual in Egypt. And on the 
return of the sons of Israel from Egypt they kept their oath 
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to Joseph (Ex. xiii. 19), and buried his bones in Shekem 
(Jos. xxiv. 32)J 

The sacred writer here takes leave of the chosen family, 
and closes the bible of the sons of Israel. It is truly a 
wonderful book. It lifts the veil of mystery that hangs over 
the present condition of the human race. It records the 
origin and fall of man, and thus explains the co-existence of 
moral evil and a moral sense, and the hereditary memory of 
God and judgment in the soul of man. It records the cause 
and mode of the confusion of tongues, and thus explains the 
concomitance of the unity of the race and the specific diver¬ 
sity of mode or form in human speech. It records the call 
of Abraham, and thus accounts for the preservation of the 
knowledge of God and his mercy in one section of the human 
race, and the corruption or loss of it in all the rest. We 
need scarcely remark that the six days’ creation accounts for 
the present state of nature. It thus solves the fundamental 
questions of physics, ethics, philology and theology for the 
race of Adam. It notes the primitive relation of man to God, 
and marks the three great stages of human development that 
came in with Adam, Noah, and Abraham. It points out the 
three forms of sin that usher in these stages, the fall of Adam, 
the intermarriage of the sons of God with the daughters of 
men, and the building of the tower of Babel. It gradually 
unfolds the purpose and method of grace to the returning 
penitent through a deliverer who is successively announced as 
the seed of the woman, of Shem, of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and Judah. This is the second Adam, who, when the cove¬ 
nant of works was about to fall to the ground through the 
failure of the first Adam, undertook to uphold it by fulfilling 
all its conditions on behalf of those who are the objects of the 
Divine grace. Hence the Lord establishes his covenant 
successively with Adam, Noah, and Abraham ; with Adam 
after the fall tacitly, with Noah expressly, and with both 
generally as the representatives of the race descending from 
them ; with Abraham specially and instrument ally as the 
channel through which the blessings of salvation might be 
at length extended to all the families of the earth. So much 
of this plan of mercy is revealed from time to time to the 
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human race as comports with the progress they have made in 
the educationTof the intellectual, moral, and active faculties. 
This only authentic epitome of primeval history is worthy of 
the constant study of intelligent and responsible man. 



THE END. 
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